PSALM 137 (136)

Lied der Verbannten

1 37 1 An den Fliissen von Babel
safen wir und weinten, / da

wir Zions gedachten, ;

2 An den Weiden in jenem Lande, /
‘da héngten wir unsere Harfen auf,

3 Denn Lieder wollten horen, die
uns hinweggefiihrt; / die uns bedriick-
ten, forderten Freudengesang: / , Sin-
get uns von Zion ein Lied!"

4 Wie sollten wir singen ein Jahwe-
Lied / im Lande der Fremden!

5 Jerusalem, wollte ich deiner ver-
gessen, [ soll verdorren meine Rechte.

6 Es klebe mir dic Zunge am Gau-
men, [ sollte ich deiner nimmer ge-
denken;

Wollte ich nicht erheben Jerusalem /
tiber all meine Freude.

7 VergiB nicht, Jahwe, an den S&h-
nen von Edom / den Tag von Jeru-
salém; _

Da sie schirien: ReiBit nieder, reiBt
nieder, / hinab mit ihm bis auf den
Grund!

& Tochter Babel, Verwiisterin du, /
gesegnet, wer dir vergilt, was du uns
Boses getan! :

9 Gesepnet, wer deine Kinder er-
sgreift fund'sie zerschellt an dem Felsen!

RIVERS OF BABYLON

By the rivers of Babylon,

Where he sat down,

And there he went

When he remembered Zion.

But the wicked carried us away captivity,
Require from us a song,

How can we sing King Alfa song

In a strange land.

Cause the wicked carried us away captivity
Require from us a song,

How can we sing King Alfa song

In astrange land.

Sing it cutloud,

Sing a song of freedom sister,

Sing a song of freedom brother

We gotta sing and shout it,

We gotta talk and shout {t,

Shout the song of freedom now

. Bo that the words of our mouth

And the meditation of our heart

Be acceptable In thy sight.

Overl.

So that the words of pur mouth

And the meditation of our heart

Be acceptable in thy sight,

OverlI,

Sing it again,

We've got to sing it together,

Everyone of us together,

By the rivers of Babylon,

Where he sat down,

And there he went

When he remembered Zion. I
But the wicked carried usaway captivity
Require from us a song,

How can we sing King Alfa song

Ina strange land. !
Cause the wicked carried us away captivity
Require from us a song,

How can we sing King Alfa song

Ina strange land,

8ing it agaln,

Sing the song of freedom brother,

Sing the song of freedom sister.
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Das neue Heft liegt endlich vor Thnen! Wie immer auf Grund der
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"challenges required- Reynolds to change its operating

7 . and production patterns”.

&World recession blamed

OSeaga protests = |

i

Kingston, Jamaica: February 29:

ioneers of the local bauxite industry, is pulling out

Rgxnows JAMAICA MINES, one of the principal

of Jamaica — after 40 years.

An annoucement yesterday by
the company said it had advised the
Government that it will begin phas-
ing out its bauxite-miring operation
here. The time-table calls for these
operations to cease in April, with
the dryin? and shipping of bauxite
to end in late May or June. °

Economic considerations are given
by the company as the reason for the
decision to phase out its bauxite-mining
operations here. ‘A" subsidiary of Rey-
nolds Metals Company, of Richmond,
Virginia, U.S.A. the company. has been
supplying bauxite for the parent compa- -
ny's alumina refinery near Corpus..
Christi, Texas.Meanwhile the Prime
Minister the Rt. Hon. Edward Seaga has
said that there was no prior discussion
by the company with the government
on the macter before the announcement.

He said that the Government has writ- ©
ten Reynolds indicating concern at the -

manner in which the decision was taken
and handed down. s

Mr. Seaga said that the sudden clo-
sure of Reynolds Jamaica Mines would
have an adverse impact on both the
fiscal and foreign exchange budgerts for
the 1984/85 as well as the timerable for
the conclusion of the current negotia-
tions with .the Iternational Monerary

Fund. He said the closure would affect .

the fiscal budget to the tune of over.
$100m and the foreign exchange budget
by approximately $30 million. -

" The company, however, has said it
will remain actively involved in Jamaica
through its partnership in Alparr.

A company release said:

“Due to the impact of the interna-’
tional recession which precipitated
worldwide changes in the aluminium

industry, economic opportunities. arose .

which left the company no option but

to take advantage of alternative sources
of bauxite supplies to the Texas plant
which become available on a long term-
economic basis.” - -
Reynolds came to jamaica in 1943
when it was permitted to make prelimi-
nary investigation of the island’s bauxite

potentials. [t started its exploration pro- -
. _gramme in the following year. :

Reynolds Jamaica Mines Ltd. was
incorporated in 1950 dnd construction

_work -started on mining, drying and

-
.

" ite minin

dock, facilities. The first shipment of
bauxite for commercial use - left the
Reynolds - pier at Ocho Rios
United States in 1952, - )
Since then the company has grown
to become one of the leaders of the
bauxite industry in Jamaica. It has estab-
lished many holdings, and has expanded
its activities into farming and cattle-rear-
ing. -
Assistance has also been given to the

- island's tourist industry, b}r making the
o

Ocho Rios pier available tor the hand-
ling of cruise-ships.

* “Although it remained strictly a baux-
company, it became asso-

" ciated with the alumina production side

of the industry by entering-into part-

" nership with Kaiser and Anaconda to

form ALPART (Alumina Partners of
Jamaica). : :

Mr. Henry Featherston, Reynolds

. Vice-President (for raw materials) was

uoted yesterday as expressing regret at
the company having to leave Jamaica.

- His statement said:

“The decision to discontinue Rey-

nolds bauxite operations in Jamaica was
made with de

negotiations have just been concluded

and which the company felt pointed in
the right direction. - .

for .the -

* Mr. Featherston paintéd to the fact” that the
company has shut its alumina refinery in Arkansas and,
because of high natural gas costs, its Texas reduction
plant. That reduction glant is located adjacent to its
Texas alumina plant and has been its largest customer.,

He said that the company is also a panticipant in
the new ' '$1.2 billion Worsley bauxite and alumina
complex in. Western Australia, which will start shipping

alumida in the second quarter.

“The combination of these and other factors has
resulted in a. substantial reduction in the. company’s
requirements for Jamaican bauxite. Production of baux-
ite ar Reynolds Jamaica Mines would, for the foresee-
able furure, be too low to take advantage of quantity
discounts in the bauxite levy or absorb fixed costs
sufficiently to make operations economic,” he said.

Approximately 200 workers are currently employed
by Reynolds Jamaica Mines.

“Reynolds has enjoyed a long relationship with

Jamaica,” said Mr. Featherston. “Economic consider-
ations beyond the control of ecither Jamaica or the
company have brought us to this regretful decision.
*" “However, Reynolds remains actively involved in
Jamaica through Alpart, which plant is currently being
improved by means of a substantial capital’programme.;
including the construction of the Manchester plateau
cable-belt project.” . :

In a release last night the Peoples National Party
said it had sent a letter to Jamaica House calling on the
Prime Minister to intervene. The letter said: -+ : |

“Serious intervention is necessary at this stage to
reduce further hardships on the economy, workers and
their families. Our cominuing foreign exchange crisis
can only become worse should this materialise.”

regret and disappoint-
" nient and was in no way related to the °
_principles ‘of the bauxite levy on which

Hamous Front
- . Pages -

OToday’s Famous Front Page again goes- back
o _in time - and to the

colonial era. It recalls
the coronation in May
1937 of King George
VI and Queen Eliza-
beth, when  the
Gleaner as has been
its tradition saluted the
royal occasion with a
special  publication. -
Please turn to Page 32
for another in the se--
o ries of historical front
pages as the Gleaner looks back with pride on .
150 years of service to Jamaica and its people.




PNP, JLP and IMF “yge

Faced with a massive increase in import costs and
an inability to raise export, camings in the short
run, a country can’ do one of two things. It can
reduce imports down to the level of its export
camings or borrow to reduce the drop in imports
in the hop# that-before long its eamings of foreign
exchange will rise to match its import needs.

Either option involves a cost or risk. Adjusting
imports levels downwards in the short run incurs
the cost of serious economic dislocarions in the
form of closure, layoffs and drastic declines in
living standards that could spark political instabili-
ty. Borrowing to maintain import levels runs the
nisk of postponing necessary adjustments (painful
though they are) which might force the economy
in new dircctions which could eventually increase
export caming capacity. By delaying the adjust-
ments, onc might be prolonging the agony and
end up wasting time while incurring massive debrs.
That has been the essence of our national involve-
ment with the IMF as both the PNP government
in.the 1970s and the JLP government in 1980
opted for the second rather than the first risk; and
thereby incurred a massive debe burden.

Reader Lloyd Stultz would like to have us believe

that IMF borrowing has some especial JLP trade .

mark on it. On the contrary, both parties have

embraced the IMF out of the fear that the fist
risk is greater than the second. Politicians who -

depend on votes will always tend to make the
choice, faced with those options.: |

The point | was trying to make in my recent IMF
column was that we have merely used borrowing
o postpone necessary adjustments. This has pro-
longed the agony and lost valuable time while we
incurred ‘massive debts. Both the private sector
and the people continue to live on an illusion of
business as usual on IMF money. .

IMF “borrowing has, of course, been artacked by .-

some on quite other grounds which ought not to
be confused with the position | pug forward; - .

In the 1970’ lefrist PNP opgositiow 10 the IMF -}

justificd its anti-IMF stance by claiming thar the

by Carl Stone .

IMF was an instrument of imperialism, was de- "

signed to undermine progressive socialist govern-
ments, and was motivated with a passion to bring
unnecessary hardships on poor people in its design,
to bring the socialist government of Michael
Manley down. Indeed, it is still fashionable in
some circles to suggest that the IMF was the
single most important cause of the PNP's loss of
the 1980 elections. -

PROPAGANDA

These views are little more than partisan propa-
ganda, and have no foundation. The view express-
ed in my recent columns on the IMF should
therefore not be confused with these propaganda

1 efforts to distort the IMF issue.

if IMF borrowing was not pursued as the Manley
Eovcrnmcm did; the short run altematives would
ave meant even greater hardships on the poor
,than those imposed by IMF austerity policies. To
have adjusted import levels to eamings without
big borrowing would have inevitably produced
that result. That prospect terrified the PNP lead-
ership and pushed it into the arms of the IMF
after Manley's anti-IMF January (1977) speech.
Yer the PNP Left, and the Left outside of the
PNP, continued their merry way with false propa-
inda that there was an altemative that would
E?we -involved less pain and pressure on' the
majority classes.

The JLP is now caught in the same bind the PNP
. was in with the IMF, in that the IMF i$ demand-
ing a drastic reduction of the budget which will
mear™ large scale lay-offs and drastic cuts in
imports, which in turn will mean savage declines
in living standards. Both regimes have suffered
loss of political support by big IMF induced

devaluatiops that have dealt harsh blows to work- -
ing class living standards. The idea therefore that

the IMF was.merely seeking to’ unseat Manley, is
-an absurd political lie J)ropag:ncd by the Left. ks
falsehood is. clearly demonstrated by the IMF

PNP. voices
concern over IMF

. without IMF borrowin,

February 23:

Concerrr ac “the continued silen-
ce” of the Government concern-
.ing  negotiations  with -the
International Monetary Fund was
voiced again yesterday by the
People’s National Party.

A statement issued by the presi-
dent of the party, Mr. Michacl Man-
ley, commented that it is now three
months since the first announcement
was made concerning the Stand-by
Facility “but no information has
been given to the county”.

Following is the text of the
statement:

“The People’s National Party is

. extremely concerned at the conrin-
ued silence of the Government con-
cemning  necgotiations  with  the
International Monetary Fund for a
Standby Facility.

“The country must remember, that
on November 23, 1983, the then
Prime Mini on_reviewing the
performance of his Government said
that due to the failure of the March
and Scptember IMF tests, it has been
decided that the 3-year Exténded
Fund Facility would be replaced by
the Standby Facility. He said at the
time that the Standby Facilicy would
be for US$180 million for fifteen (15)
months from January 1, 1984 to
March 31, 1985.

“At the meeting with the Private-
/Public Sectors and the Diplomatic.
Corps held at the Bank of Jamaica
Auditorium on Thursday, February
9, 1984, Mr. Scaga rehashed old
propaganda concerning the economy
and spoke of meeting with the Inter-
national Monetary Fund Managing
:);;;ctor on Monday, February 13,

“It must also be recalled that at

the JLP Conference on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 12, 1984, Mr. Seaga again
spoke of going to Washington to
conclude the negortiations and said
he would tcll the country about new
economic strategies.

“Mr. Seaga has since returned to
the country and not a word has been
said to the country about the dis-
cussions with the IMF. Instead, all
the country is treated to are reports
on the mysterious visit to Costa Rica
— a visit the Jamaican public did not
know about — a visit of which there

pressures Seaga’s government is now endunng,
_much to the pleasure of the PNP and the Left.

Rejection of IMF borrowing is one thing. But the
ideas which inspire it is quite another. Some of
those Leftists who opposed IMF borrowing, took
the view that the alternative should involve cre-
ating a state run cconomy by putting the private
sector against the wall. Somehow it was believed
that what has often been referred to as “full
*socialism” (modelled on Cuba) could magically
,arise out of the ashes of a bumt-out private
sector, by climinating the capitalist class. .

Now it took Cuba almost ten years to get its state
run economy in place after massive Sovier Union
aid, and under conditions of revolutionary one-
party control of power. Yet there were ideological
dreamers here in Jamaica who belicved that this
was the alternative to IMF borrowing.

In Nicaragua, under revolutionary conditions of
one-party control, the Sandinista regime is encour-
aging private sector investment and providing
incentives for Envatc sector expansion in ¢xport
agricul Why? B they understand _that
one cannot build a state run economy ovemight,.
and that revolutionary zeal has to be :cmpcrcf by
cconomic realism.  ° .
It is preciscly the abseace of those kind of
pragmatic concems which discredited some of the
_radical dreamers who pursued fanciful visions in
non-revolutionary conditions as the altemative of
IMF borrowing.

To have rejected IMF-borrowing while atremptin,
to dismantle the private sector for ideological

+ reasons would have produced an economic holo-

caust that would have made IMF austerity seem
like paradise by comparison.

WITHIN MEANS

Part of the reason why the IMF is being so harsh -
with Seaga’s government is that the IMF knows

" that after this round of borrowin?; we will not be -

able to get any. more big IMF loans. What -the.

IMF seems to be insisting on, is that all the fat be
cut from the system so that when no more loans
are forthcoming, we will have adjusted to living
within our means. .

The adjustment is going to be harsh but we would
have been berter off is we had done it ourselves
provided there was a
govemnment in place that understood that the
economy would collapse if private sector invest-
ment were discouraged, and if romantic dreams of
eliminating capitalism were pursued, What is clear
is that no such government was in place.

The university economists who advocated the
original anti-IMF position in 1977 were in fact
proposing a sober position if | am to judge from
the documents | saw and which embodied. their
advice to the government of the day. The problem
is that their views were often misrepresented by
political zealots on the left, who distorted the real
options for political purposes. It is the case
that the anti-IMF position after 1977 became less
and less rational in the visionary altematives that
were often espoused. Empty ideglogical propagan-
da took the place of what stated out in 1977 as a
- carefully reasoned approach. to national survival’
*swithout IMF botrowing, which was supported by
some economists like Professor Compton Boumne,
. who is no marxist. . .
*1n"thé 1980"Hecilon, the PNP failed'to ‘éonineé’
oS, voters that. the!IMF wis it’s !!.eigs’.tssue,.ls i
i fymptqmatic.of sbe PNP's procliviyy: for,believing
~(its OWQ propagandaithat N?& Stultz believes-that,
Imy! oppositiontd:thé PNP in 1980 had aoything:
to do with a position for or against the IMF.

was no :ldvancc announcement.
“Once again the People's Nation-

al Party has to ask: :

I. What is the state of the negotia-

tions with the IMF?

2. When is the new agreement to be 7

signed and put into effecr?

3. Are there scrious developments
-and what are the areas of differ-
ences?

“It is now three (3) months since
the first uiu5
the Standby Facility negotiations bur

no information has been given to the

counery. |,

“The DPeople’s National Party
contends that the Jamaican people
have the right to know the state of
the negotiations and how the coun-
try will be financing its inputs for the

car.

“The People’s National Party can
only conclude that Mr. Seaga is
privatising the financial affairs of the

y. Since September, five (5)
long months, the country has not
been told the truth and, in fact, the
country is being kept in a state of
‘limbo’. .

“If bullers are indeed to be bitten,
we need to know their size, their
shape, their composition and wheth-
er our teeth will survive the encoun-
ter.
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. Gang war flares” Weeldy 6Ieduew

HUNDREDS

O

E’

Death toll now 7
Busmesses looted
Gangs pairol streets
' GLEANER CRIME REPORTER

» Kingston, jnmau.n May 10:

UNDREDS of people in the “war

zone

in Kingston’s westend- fled

their homes yesterday as-internal politi-
cal violence between Jamaica Labour
Party factions escalated, leaving seven

_dead and several shot and wounded. -
Heavy automaric gunfire has been_heard contin-

,' uously in the area since dusk Tucsday and all d.ly'

yesterday, when gangs of armed youths, rangmg in

+ numbers from seven 1o 12, and with automatic weapons
slung over their shoulders, p.nrollr:d the streets:

There were day-long running gun-batles bclwccn

JEP activists from Tivoli Gardens and JLP dissidents

from Wilton Gardens (Rema) and Rose Town, as well

as several fire-fights between police parrols and the

combarants.

The war zone forms a triangle with Tivoli Gardens
1o the north, Rema o the south and Rose Town to the

cast.

Dissension in  the JI[' camp in ity three top
strongholds in the west, (Rema and Rose Town in

lower south-wesr Sr.

Andrew, and Tivoli Gardens in

west Kingston) first came 1o llbh( on Tuesddy morning
when JLP acrivists stcormed through Rema in fast cars
and on foot, spraying the high-rise bu:ldlngs with

automatic gunfire,

“Two persons died and ano{hcr ~was shor and
wounded in that opening foray, *

The Tivoli acrivists® had
accused Rema of defecring
1o the (ommr. Jungle™
camp,  which- a PNP
stronghold, ndiuining f

At nightfall on Tuesday

the fighting started in car-

nest and-atr dawn yesterday
there were five more dead

and  several  shot  and.
wounded.
Latest  casualties  are:

Keith Martindale, 23, of H
Building; Keith Graham, 33,

avassse y wsevs

4@@%ﬂ%

f Building J; and Owen
wvown, 22, of Building X,
in Rema. They were riddled
with hullets in the raids on
Tuesday night.

The bodies of two un-
identified men were found
carly yesterday morning,
one at the corner of Milk
Lane in west Kingston and
the other on Moore Street

_in Rose Town.

The body of Mr! Gm-
ham was burnt beyond rec-
ognition. Reports are that
before this was done he
‘was told by the gunmen to
lay face down on his bed
and they riddled him w:rh

. bullets.

A resident told this re-
porter thar Graltam’s moth-
er earlicr that evening had
come  from  St. Thomas
where she lived and rold
him to come back with her
as she had dreamit the night
before that he had “been
killed and that she could
nor sce him when he was
being buried.

He followed her as far
as the bus stop bur returned

to Rema-as he said he

would be lonely in St

Thomas. g
In the reign of rerror,

several houses and business
places have been burnt our
or wreeked in Rema and
Rose Town. The JLP's con-
stituency  office i Rema
was set afire.

There have been reports
of looting. One bar in
Rema was cleaned our, the
jukebox and  refrigerator
carred away.

Residents said when the

....... “ Seuiiuiwd ocvelopiient Commission, and crected by
Nallonal Outdoor, a subsidiary of C.M. Associates.

FLEE ‘WAR

marauders made their for-
ays in Rema on Tuesday
night, they kicked in doors
and with drawn guns de-
manded: “Where are the
rats?” On some doors they
rapped and asked:
ratty in there?”

Ar around 3 p.m. yester-
day the gunfire started
moving from Rema down-
wards to the Denham
Town Police Station, and as
machine-gun and auromatic
rifle gunfire rartled near rhe
station policemen and civil-
fans there - fell 10 the
ground, guns at the ready,

as they thought they were -

under arrack.
Abour this time, a patrol
of youths with M1és passed

“Any .

lived in the area for 20
years said he *would be
going back to Annorto Bay.

A woman, with tears in her
eyes, wailed: | have no-
where 1o go.”

Veteran policemen who
have lived through the vio-
lent election years said that
they had nor gone through
anything like this, especially
with the gunmen operating
practically at their doorstep.

The patrolling gangs yes-
terday carried a wide vari-
cry of heavy weaponry,
including M16s, sten guns
and rifles with relescopic

sights.

Y WU.I.LJ.KI.JL

ENUGA Reddy.
Assistant General
Secretary of the
United Nations with

geclal respon-
sibilities for racial

harmony, was
among special
guests at Hackney

Town Hall for the
launch of the Coun-
cil’s Anti - Racist
Year.

Guests from Carib-
bean, African and Euro-
rean embassies joined
ocal entertainers, artists
and community groups
for the official launch by
Councillor Bella
Callaghan, Mayor of
Hackney.

Mr Reddy saild he and
his colleagues .at the
United Natlons had been
impressed with Hackney
Council’s campalgn to
combat racism, -

In his last publlc ap-
pearance before being

voted out of the Leader's

along Alberr Street past the

station  and  crossed
into Tivoli Gardens.
Shortly aftewards, when
gun-toting  youths  were
spotted going across North
Street into Denham Town
Primary School, which Al-
berr Streer separates from
the staton, heavily-armed
police rushed there and en-
gaged them in a firefight.
Up o dusk, a sniping
bartle between both sides
was still going on as auto-
matic  gunfire  joined  in
from the south, north and
cast in a ratcling cacophony.

over

When this reporter went
o the
battleground, residents who
had lefe their homes o be

out of the firing line looked ||

red-eyed and haggard. All
said they had not slepe all
night.

A bar-keeper who  has

arcas fringing the
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gamblers was as follows.

Opinions of Gambling (10 years ago)

-t

) ~ Good Good & Bad Bad
Non-gamblers , 6% 10% 76%

ENOU

by Fitzroy Fraser

OVER THE last 16 months or so, our
currency has been officially"devalued by about
150 per cent against the U.S. dollar, which is
used as the international benchmark. At the
same time, the devaluation in the street mar-
ket is approximately 175 per cent.

The technical arguments in favour of a substan-

tial devaluation of our currency have been pretty -
strong for about a decade. in shor, these argu-

ments turned essentially on the inadequate forgign
exchange backing for the Jamaican dollar, as well
as insufficienr gold cover and exports.

The drive. for increased ‘exports foilowing the
1980 general elections has, ironically, been used as
a further argument in support of such a devalua-

* tion. Additionally, devaluation, but driving up the
price of imports, was a useful tool to stem' the tide
of consumerism which started at about the same
time. T A

In point of fact, howeveF, consumerist attitudes
and life-styles remain as firmly entrenched in our
national mores now as they were 16 months ago.
But this merely confirms the paradox observed in
most societics, whereby higher prices tend to cause
increased desire for’ goods —auntil the point is
reached where the would-be consumer just cannot
pay for them at all. In our own’ situation as a
nation, this point has not yet been reached —
except in terms of cerain items of food, for
instance, as well as with regard to personal trans-
portation and home-owning.. but, given the new
wave of price increases in, for example, cement
reven if cement per se accounts now for merely

cight per cent of building costs), that point cannot

be all that far away.

Indeed, further price hikes cannot be ruled out
over the next month or so. The upcoming budget
should, therefore, be revealing.

‘.

- massive devaluation has not been successful on this - - .

gambling view falls back on religion and emotion.
And the thurch is a formidable force in our
socicty. Haying defined gambling as an evil the
church will be a powerful factor in shaping how
public opinion responds to this debate on casino

0 1S ENO

But what this really means is that, in itself, the

score. This is hardly surprising, though, because it
has been uscd as a scalpel. Firstly, it was delayed

too long. Then, when it was applied, it came in -

successive doses. The intention was clearly to limit
the negative political fall-out, acting somewhat on
the Nicodemus-like principle of coming ‘like a
thief in the night’. . S

No significant increase

Given the scriousness of the situation, however,
what was needed was the sledge-hammer effect of
a gingle and massive devaluation at the very outset,
in order to have the necded psychological impact
on the many devotees of consumerism in our
society. In addition, such a’ measure would also
have made a substantial contribution to .wiping out
the ‘strect’ market in foreign exchange. .

In the event, however, that market is still with
us. Additionally, there has been no significant
increase i this country’s exports, in terms of value

- have béen working substantially below capacity. A

further difficulty of the carch-22 variety is that the
majority of our exporters have been having to pay
so much more for their imported inputs owing to
the devajuation, that their export performance is
correspondingly affected. .

‘C.learly no point

Available figures do not reveal a meaningful
increase in the official foreign exchange inflows, as
a result of the successive bouts of devaluation to
which our currency has been subjected, this deval-
uation has brought about a hecavy increase in the
cost of living — without_any corresponding in-

“crease in wages, salaries or other income. Indeed,

some people can hardly afford to buy even chicken
fcet (and | do not mean legs, of course), with which
to cook soup.

. T - - M
— largely because most export-oriented enterprises

illcgality and the gambling will go on regardless. .
We are indeed a complex people. ’

In the light of all of this, I can understand
why thc Government wanis the people to make -

the decision on this one.

UGH! 2
Glasnws
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In the circumstances, there is clearly no point in

continuing the devaluation of our currency by

means of Ministerial Parity Orders every other

week or so. They certainly won't put cooking salt

intheshops.. . -... . ... . ..

The fecling among many.playcrs in the foreign

- exchange market here is that the’ §ma|} and on-
going devaluation is part of an IMF-ingpired policy

10 bring the official exchange rate to J$4.20/50
equals U.5.51.00, together with'the cutback in the

fiscal deficit, as 2 means of getting the IMF Stand-

By Facility of U.5.$180 million.

Bur this type ‘_of.craw'lirig peg devaluation tends

to create its own momentum for a continued fall in

the exchange rate. In the circumstances, it will not
be easy to stop. More damningly, it saps confi-
dence in our currency by our own people — and,
indeed, in .our very future.as.a  nation. Small
wonder, then, that some have been bleating about
having the U.S. dollar as our national currency! .

"As one of those who started tl‘ué-dcb_atc'for .
_devaluing our currency, this writeir is convinced

that the devaluation has now gone far enough: The

social costs have become almost unbearable, large-

ly because of the way the exercisc was carried out.

A single devaluation at any point in time up to, say, .
April, 1983, would probably have brought about an -

exchange rate of }$2.70, plus or minus J$0.20 o
U.S.$1.00. In such a situation, a tin of corned beef
would hardly be costing almost J$6.90, now. More
importantly, export eamings would probably have
been maximized —ecven though the voluntary
repatriation of the sums thus camed would still
have been a problem, however minor.

- The way things are now, this country is. getting

well-nigh the worst of all worlds — in the social,
monctary and political arcas. It is, therefore, time”

to stop the on-going devaluation, if only 1o assess
and reconsider the strategy and tactics of the
current excrcise. In short, cnough is enough!

" Indies;
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the most opporiune time,

'} would like 1o congratu-
late him .most sincerely,
and assure him that there
is quite a number of incur-
able optimists still around
and will be continuing the
good fight for the survival
of Jamaica and its people.

1 am, ctc,
LLOYD G. WEST
. P.O. box 40.
. Reading P.O.,
St. James

" “March 31, 1984

.- Thanks
. ~THE EDITOR, Sir

.7 2The Management

_Studies * Association of

“- the U.W.L. would like to

~ thank .the following in-
* dividuals and firms for
their contributions to-
wards the Management
:Informration Centre De-
velopment Fund.

_Theéy are: Meral Box
Jamaica Lid.; Insurance
Company of the West
Jamaica . Unit
Trust Services Ltd;' Life
of Jamaica; "Jamaica In-
ternational Insurance
Company; West Indics
Pulp & gapcr'l_td; Regi-
nald Aitken Lid; Mr.
_Neville Jackson.  *

Interested individuals
and firms should write
to us:

We are ctc.,

The Management Stud-
ics Association

UWL

Kingston 7
April 17, 1984



Kommentar

Die Machrichten aus Jamaika haben in den letzen lMonaten einen
splirbaren Wandel erfahren. Die Abwertung der jamaikanischen
Wahrung und die iiberhastet durchgezogenen Teuwanlen (siehe letzes
Jeft) haven so etwas wie eine "VWende" in der Berichterstattung
des "Gleaners!" herbeigefiihrt: Die Regierung Seaga wird zunenmend
angegriffen, Kritische Berichterstattung iiber die mehr und mehr
sich verschirfende ‘irtschaftslage ist jetzt an der Tagesordnung.
Da gibt es dann auch wenig erfreuliches zu berichten:

~ Die jamaikanische Whrung wurde weiter abgewertet (ca. 150%
mittlerweile).

- Die Verbraucherpreise steigen stark an.

_ ®in wirtschaftlicher Aufschwung ist nicht in Sicht.

- Die Bauxitfirmen sind weiter auf dem niickzug.

- Die JLP trigt ihre internen Differenzen in offenen Feldschlachten
in West-Kingston aus.

“un bei all den Klagen sollte man nicht vergessen, daB auch andere
Linder ihre Sorgen haben _ , apber das kann nur
Trost,niemals Entschuldigung fir eigene Schwichen sein.

Jamaikas Schwiche liegt auf dem Tisch und der wihrungsfond hat nur
bittere Pillen zur Hand, von denen der Patient leicht den endglilti-
gen StoBR in den Abgrund bekommen kann., Im Gleaner stand das Gerlicht
zu lesen, der IWZ fordert einen Yechselkurs von 4,2 J& fiir 1 US B
und weitere Haushaltskiirzungen fiir seinen neuen Stand-by-Kredit

von 180 ¥ill, US $! Wenn das der yahrheit entspricht, dann ist der
Datient mit Sicherheit tot, denn die sozialen Kosten, die eine

solche ?olitiklhervorrﬁfen wiirde, kann keine Regilerung, egal ob JLP
oder PI'?P, tfaéén. Die Anzeichen in der Presse - genaue Zrkl&rungen
gibt es nicht - und die generelle Geldknappheit: des IWF sprechen
dafiir, da® der Fond die Finanzsituation Jamaikas fiir ZuBerst be-
denklich hilt.Die Verschuldung durch die ungebremste Kreditaufnanhme
in letzter Zeit und die Verwendung dieser Kredite fiir Importe von

zu einem guten Teil nicht nptwendigen Giitern (z.B. Teuwagen und Farb-
fernsehgersite - die "Hits" auf der Shopping-Liste) haven die positive
ilirkung der Devisen bel weitem. iibertroffen.

Die von Seaga gemanagten inkiindigungen der jemaikanischen Wirt-
schaft,die grofe Exportoffensive und damit -Traum aller irtschafts-



Experten - die endgiiltige Industrialisierung der Insel zu schaffen,
konnten Kenner der Scene sowieso nie recht glauben, r

Der Devisenbedarf der jamaikanischen Industrie ist viel zu hoch

um solche Ziele erreichen zu konnen. Aber diese Erkenntnis ist bis
zum Regierungslager noch nicht vorgedrungen und so wird es wohl
weitergehen mit der scheibchenweisen Abwertung und der damit ver-
bundenen Schwichung der jaméikanischen Wirtschaft - bis nichts mehr
da ict zum Abschneiden!Doch der IWF tréstet uns, noch gelte der
Satz der Banker: "Linder kénnen nicht bankrott gehen" - bis jetzt -

Jorg Venzel

Schlechter Ruf FE42/5¢

Es ist noch gar nicht so lange her, da
war .die Karibik-Insel Jamaika das
Traumziel zahlreicher bundesdeutscher
Rucksack- und Pauschaltouristen. Die
einen lockte Rastakult und Marihuana,
die anderen Sonne, Strand und eine
trickreiche Werbung, die Jamaika plotz-
lich als erwigenswerte Alternative zu
den Kanarischen Inseln erscheinen lieS.
Ein niedriger Dollarkurs machte es

damals moglich, da ein derart exoti- -

sches Ziel plétzlich auch fiir',Necker-
ménner* e;‘sdxwinglich wurde, _

Es boomte iiberall in der Karibik. Am .
stirksten auf Jamaika, wo die Zahl der
bundesdeutschen Besucher ', zwischen
den Jahren 1978 und 1979 von 13 329 auf
25951 stieg. 1980 waren es dann schon
{iber 30000 Urlauber. Bis die Insel
plétzlich als eines der getihrlichsten
Reiselédnder in Verruf geriet, wo Touri- -
sten ausgeraubt und vielleicht sogar er-

,Schossen werden, wenn sie auch nur die

Nase vor die Hoteltlir stecken.

Es ist sicherlich nicht tlbertrleben,
wenn man von einer Kampagne spricht, -
die:von den USA ausging und gegen die
linke Regierung Manley gerichtet war.
Bundesdeutsche ' Massenblitter wollten
da nicht nachstehen und stempelten die
»Insel in der Sonne“ kurzerhand zur.
Mord-und-Totschlag-Insel.

i oata e e Fatdinn e

.einer

"Der Pauschaltourismus nach Jamaika

‘verblaSte nach nur kurzer Bliite, Char-

terfliige wurden eingestellt, Mittlerweile
sieht die touristische Zukunft wieder .
etwas rosiger aus, seitdem die US-Ame- .
rikaner beschlossen haben, sich-— bei -
konservativen jamaikanischen :
Reglerung — nicht mehr: zu fiirchten,

‘und der Dollar ja auch wieder ‘mehr ;

wert ist. L i
"Bei den Bundesdeutschen aber ist die :

- ehemals so abrupt aufgebrochene Liebe '

fir die Insel noch immer verschiittet,
obwohl rihrige Veranstalter recht
attraktive Angebote machen und ob-

. wohl es wieder Charterflige gibt. Das

kann nicht nur am Preis legen: denn.

- wihrend andere Karibikinseln mit:

nahezu gleich hohem  Preisgeflige.
wenigstens geringfiigige Zuwachsraten.
haben, gehen die’ Buchungen flr:

‘Jamaika schleppend ein. Einen schlech-’

ten Ruf verliert man auch als Land'

, _ottensichtlich nicht so leicht.

ULLA SCHICKLING’
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Deutsche Entwicklungsvorhaben auf Jamaika

Es ist schon erstaunlich, welcher Aufmerksamkeit sich das

kleine Land Jamaika in der deutschen Politik erfreut, zwar
nicht erst seit der Regierungsibernahme der Jamaica Labour
Party im November 1980, aber seit dieser Zeit doch ganz be-



. sonders. Allein die Liste der Besucher des laufenden Jahres
ist beachtlich. An ihrer Spitze steht der Bundesprédsident
pProfessor Dr. Karl Carstens, der sich nach dem Riesen Brasi-
lien im April finf Tage lang dem vergleichsweise zwerghaften
Jamaika widmete. Baden-Wiirttembergs Ministerprédsident Lothar
spiath kam Anfang Februar fiir zwei Tage auf die Insél, der
Bundesminister far wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit, Rainer
Offergeld, besuchte Jamaika gleich zweimal,- im Md&rz im An-
schluB an eine Reise nach Nicaragua und im April in Begleitung
des Bundesprédsidenten. Auch ein alter Freund Jamaikas, der
CDU-Bundestagsabgeordnete Peter Petersen, war hier, ebenso
der csu-Bundestagsabgeordnete Lorenz Niegel.

Jamaika scheint fiir die Deutschen schon immer besonders attrak-
tiv gewesen zu sein. Jihrlich kommen Tausende von deutschen
Touristen, und nach einem gewissen Riickgang wihrend der

ljetzten Jahre hat ihre 7zahl seit 1981 wieder zugenommen.

In Deutschland gibt es-eine Deutsch-Jamaikanische Gesell-
schaft, in Jamaika eine Jamaican-German Society. Seit kurzem
hat sich eine Jamaican-German Historical Research Group auf-
getan, die zur Zeit das Schicksal deutscher Einwanderer im

vergangenen Jahrhundert nach Jamaika untersucht.

zwar gehdrt Jamaika zu den sogenannten §chwellenlandern, die
dabei sind, die Strukturmerkmale einég‘typischen Entwicklungs-
landes mehr und mehr zu {iberwinden. Trotzdem iét es stdndig
auf Hilfe von auBen angewiesen. Neben den USA, Kanada, GroS-
britannien und internationalen Organisationen steht die Bun-
desrepublik Deutschland an vorderster Front der hilfegebenden
Linder. Wihrend des Besuches von Bundesprdsident Professor
Dr. Carstens wurden zwei neue Kreditvereinbarungen fir ins-
gesamt 55,4 Millionen Mark unterzeichnet. Die Mittel sollen
der Finanzierung von sechs kleineren Wésserkraftwerken zur
Stromerzeugung‘und von Importen aus der Bundesrepublik
Deutschland nach Jamaika dienen. Jamaika hat zur Zeit gegen-
iiber der Bundesrepublik Deutschland ein Exportdefizit von



rund 26 Millionen Mark. Scherzhaft meinte Premierminister
Edward Seaga gegeniiber dem Bundesprisidenten, die Deutschen
sollten mehr Rum von Jamaika importieren und daran denken,

dag man das Produkt ja auch fir medizinische Zwecke benutzen
k&nne. Die Jamaikaner konnten den Deutschen "technische Hilfe"
fiir weitere Anwendungsmdglichkeiten leisten.

Schon kurz nach Unterzeichhung der Kreditvereinbarungen er-
schienen technische Experten aus Deutschland in Jamaika, um
mit jamaikanischen Kollegen und Politikern Details iiber die
wasserkraftwerke zu besprechen.

Auch die jamaikanische Landwirtschaft wird sich bald einer
Neuerung aus Deutschland erfreuen. Die Gesellschaft fiur Tech-
nische Zusammenarbeit (GTZ) hat einen Kleintraktor (Multitrac)
entwickelt, der in Jamaika gebaut werden kann, robust ist und
auch fiir Kleinbauern erschwinglich sein soll. Das 25-27 PS
starke Fahrzeug wird fiir ungefadhr 26.000 Mark pro Stilick zu
haben sein. Ersatzteile k&nnen {iberall leicht beschafft werden.
Botschafter Dr. Karl Leuteritz i{iberreichte dem Landwirtschafts-
ministerium die bautechnischen Details der Neuentwicklung.

Auf dem Mediensektor leistet die Bundesrepublik Deutschland
ebenfalls Entwicklungshilfe, diesmal nicht nur fir Jamaika,
sondern fiir die gesamte Karibik. Die wichtigste Nachrichten-
agentur der Karibik, Caribbean News Agency (CANA), erhdlt von
der UNESCO einen Zuschuf in H&he von 1,2 Millionen US-Dollar
fiir ErweiterungsmaBnahmen, die eine Rundfunkabteilung und
eine Ausweitung des Sprachendienstes auf Franz&sisch und
Spanisch einschlieBen. Die UNESCO konnte den Betrag aus Mit-
teln der Bundesrepublik Deutschland finanzieren.

Ministerprédsident Lothar Spidth versprach bei seinem Zweitages-
aufenthalt in Jamaika dem Jugendminister Errol Anderson, sich
um Maschinen und Ausstattung fir das berufliche Ausbildungs-

programm des Ministerium zu bemiihen, vor allem aus dem Be-



reich der Schuhherstellung und des Kraftfahrzeughandels. Auch
die jamaikanische Erziehungsministerin Dr. Mavis Gilmour er-
hilt Unterstiitzung aus Baden-Wiirttemberg bei der Neukonzep-
tion einer Landwirtschaftsschule in der Ndhe von Port Antonio.
Die Universit#t Stuttgart-Hohenheim verfigt gerade im land-
wirtschaftlichen Bereich {iber hervorragende Experten.

Engagement zeigt die Bundesrepublik Deutschland auch mit dem
Einsatz von etwa zwanzig DED-Entwicklungshelfern und einem
halben Dutzend GTZ-Experten im Lande. Paradeprojekt der GTZ
ist die Jamaican-German Automotive School, die Kraftfahrzeug-
mechaniker ausbildet und im vergangenen Jahr an die jamaikani-
schen Partner {ibergeben wurde. Deutsche Steuergelder stecken
auch in einem kleinen Fischereihafen, in dem Arbeitsbereich
Familienplanung der Geburtshilfe- und Gyn#dkologieabteilung

der Universit#t und im Universit#tsinstitut fir Massenkommu-
nikation.

Schwieriger als die 8ffentliche Fdrderung geétaltet sich die
Gewinnung privater Investoren aus der Bundesrepublik Deutsch-
land fiir Jamaika. 2Zwar gibt es hier im Handel, der chemischen
Industrie und im Tourismus gute Beispiele fir erfolgreiche
jamaikanisch-deutsche Kooperation. Schwierigkeiten mit der
Infrastruktur - vor allem der Strom- und Wasserversorgung -,
dem Angebot an ausgebildeten Arbeitskridften, der Beschaffung
von Rohstoffen, der Konvertierbarkeit der Wahrung, dem Trans-
fer von Gewinnen, der kiampferischen Haltung der Gewerkschaften
und der jamaikanischen Blirokratie lassen potentielle Investo-
ren vor einem grdB8eren Engagement in Jamaika zurilickschrecken.
Jamaika steht im harten Wettbewerb mit anderen karibischen
Staaten und Lateinamerika. "Jeder Investor, ob vom Ausland
oder von Jamaika, investiert Geld, Technologie und {ibernimmt
Risikeén, um Gewinne zu machen. Kein Investor investiert, nur .
weil er armen Leuten Arbeit geben will", schrieb kiirzlich ein
jamaikanischei Kolumnist.Die Jamaikaner scheinen bei auslén-
dischen Investoren tats#chlich oft den Eindruck zu erwecken,

als glaubten sie, Jamaika wédre ein wahres Anlageparadies und
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sie brauchten sich keine besondere Miihe zu geben, Geld ins
Land zu holen. Zwar hat die Regierung 1981 mit der Jamaica
National Investment Promotion -JNIP eine nationale Investment-
Férderungs-Gesellschaft gegriindet, die direkt dem Premier-
minister untersteht, und auch andere Agenturen wie die dem
Industrieministerium unterstellte Jamaica Industrial Develop-
ment Corporation - JIDC bemilhen sich nach Krdften, Investoren
iiber die bilirokratischen und technischen Hiirden zu helfen. Oft
ist aber die Beratungskompetenz der Angestellten dieser Agen-
tur nicht besonders hoch und die Vorstellung, daf es sich um
Dienstleistungsunternehmen handelt, nicht sehr ausgeprégt.

7u dem kommt noch ein gewisses Kompetenzgerangel zwischen den
Ministerien. Fiir den AuBenhandel ist das AuBSen- und AuSen-
handelsministerium zust&dndig. AuBénminister Hugh Shearer
unternahm im November vergangenen Jahres eine Promotionstour
durch Deutschland, um Investaren flir Jamaika anzuziehen. Der
Erfolg dieser Aktion steht noch aus, wobei allerdings beriick-
sichtigt werden muB8, daB8 von Investitionsplanungen bis zu
deren Verwirklichung oft Jahre vergehen.

Im Jahre 1981 machten Halb-Luxusgiiter und Lebensmittel 90,5 %
aller jamaikanischen Exporte nach Deutschland aus, davon
Spirituosen 48,1 % und Kakaobohnen 21,8 %. Vom Exportaufkom-
men der Bundesrepublik Deutschland nach Jamaika entfielen
10,2 % auf Motorfahrzeuge, 10,7 % auf Maschinen, 13 % auf
chemische Produkte und 26,9 % auf Walzwerke. Unter den Lan-
dern, die 1979/80 nach Jamaika exportierten, liegt die Bun-
desrepublik auf Rang 6. Im wesentlichen sorgen die deutschen
Touristen dafiir, daB das AuBenhandelsdefizit zwischen Deutsch-
iand und Jamaika ausgeglichen wird. Ungefihr 3o.o000 deutsche
Touristen wurden 1980 gez&hlt.

DaB trotz aller guten Beziehungen nicht immer eitel Sonnen-
schein herrscht und jede Parteinahme in Jamaika fast auto-
matisch einen Aufschreéi der sich benachteiligt fiihlenden



Seite ausldst, muBte der Bundesprédsident kurz vor seiner Ab-
reise erfahren, als er'an'Bord des Schulschiffs "Deutschland”
im Hafen von Kingston erkldrte: "Ich gratuliere der jamaika-
nischen Regierung dafiir, daB8 sie den Abschwung der Wirtschaft
aufgehalten und die gefahrlichen Auseinandersetzungen der
ljetzten Jahre zwischen den demokratischen Prinzipien und der
Menschenwiirde und den entgegengerichteten Prinzipien gewonnen
hat. Der Sieg der demokratischen Prinzipien hat nicht nur dem
Land einen groBen Dienst erwiesen, sondern auch der Karibik
und anderen .Teilen der Welt."

Die sozialistische Oppositionspartei People's National Party
fiihlte sich sofort angegriffen und iiberreichte in der Deutschen
Botschaft ein offizielles Protestschreiben. US~Prédsident
Ronald Reagan hatte sich genau eine Woche zuvor bei einem
gwischenaufenthalt in Jamaika noch deutlicher ausgedriickt.

Einen halben Monat nach den Staatsbesuchen stellte der jamai-
kanische Sozialwissenschaftler Dr. Carl Stone tausend Jamai-
kanern die Frage, ob sie mit der Kritik von PNP-Fiihrer Michael
Manley iibereinstimmten, da8 die KuBerungen von Carstens und
Reagan als Einmischung in die jamaikanische Politik zu be-
trachten sei. 52 % stimmten der Ansicht Manleys zu - 31 %

der JLP - und 82 % der PNP-Anhdnger - stimmten nicht zu.

Bei parteipolitisch indifferenten Befragten stimmten 4171 3%
der Manley-Ansicht zu, 35 % nicht.

(26 .06.1982) - Christph Miillerleile -
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Nirwoileh zuWeihnachten keine Cqbaner‘_‘ |
Eine Manipulation festigt
£dward Seagas Regierungsmacht

Jamaicas konservativer Premier hat durch seine ,,Blitzwahl* -
die sozialistische Opposition vorerst ausmandvriert

DIERY 2P
e

Vo.n unserer Mitarbeiterin Eva S. Klimt.

Kingston, im Dezember Mit der Ausrufung von Neuwahlen innerhalb
\uf Jamaica, der gréBten englischsprachigen der Frist von weniger als drei Wochen hatte Pre-
ribikinsel und drittgréBten der GroSen Antil- mierminister Edward Seaga am 25, November die
| zwischen Cuba und Hispanola, wurde zwei fiinfjihrige Legislaturperiode vorzeiﬁg_‘ aufg?-
1re vor dem reguliiren Termin neu gewilhlt. kiindigt, die nach dem Wahlsieg der JLP iiber die
» konservativ-liberale Regierungspartei JLP PNP am 30. Oktober 1980 begonnen hatte. Seaga
‘maican Labour Party) hat dabei, wie schon bezeichnete diesen Schritt als Antwort auf ein
-ichtet, durch Wahlmanipulation erstmals-alle MiStrauensvotum der Opposition. Siq hatte den
Sikze im Repriisentantenhaus gewonnen. Eine Premier aufgefordert, nach einem Mxﬁex:to}g im
position existiert de facto nicht mehr. Wie der zusiitzlich ausgeibten Amt des Finanzministers
2 und der neue Premierminister Edward Seaga zuriickzutreten. Denn einen Tag vorher hatte Ed-
der ersten Sitzung des neuen Kabinetts be- y:;i;e sem mhge Seendiguns delsim
- . s-Un! ! - un nerle
antgab, sollen acht neutrale Mitglieder des Se- ;oo rogramms des Internationalen Wahrungs-
ts, der im Gogensatz zum Représentantenhaus .., bokanntgeben missen. Das ausgesetzte
:annt wird, formell die Aufgabe der Opposition 4,1 ommen wird durch einen Sofortiredit in Ha-
hrnehmien und als ,Stimme des Volkes” fun- o vy 180 Millionen US-Dollar abgeldst, dessen
ren. Dariiber hinaus soll es allen Blrgern y ., t,0itvom 1. Januar 1984 an 15 Monate betriigt.
sglich sein, sich mit Fragen und Anliegen 5,5 gem IWF-Abkommen, das einschlieBlich
-ektandas Reprasentantenhaus zuwenden. Miirz 1984 gegolten hiitte, bleibt ein Kreditin Ha-
Die zweite grofe Partei des Landes, Mi he von 80 Millionen US-Dollar verfigbar. = -
anleys oppositionelle sozialistische Nationale Die verinderts finanziella Situation bewirkte
lkspartel PNP (Peoples National m}{ hatte die Abwertung des Jamaica-Dollars gegeniiber
re Beteiligung an der vorzeitig und im Blitzver- ;- '\;5 nonar von 2,92 auf 3,15, Weil die Insel mit
hren abgewickelten Neuwahl abgelehnt, weil auf rund
:m Urnengang die alten Wihlerlisten von 1980 gezwungen ist, thren
grunde lagen. Dadurch wurde 180000 Jung- gesamten Energlebedarf in Form von Rokdl aus
ihlern im Alter und 21 Jahren das Venezuéla und Mexico gegen US-Dollars zu im-~
:cht verweigert, erstmals ihre Stimie Mg:; portieren, bedeutet die Abwertung eine spiirbare
Eoeptcap i divepantion. Ao, Eb0ung, dor Hekiizii, Trbootl wd
‘sicht nakirlich die sozialistische, an Cuba 1ocbgas-Kosten. Die Wassargebtarsn

aupt!
et iorar ks e " ahlorpsy Preise fir die ebentalls zum GroBteil importier-
;ﬁeﬁa ein en ' " ten Grundnahrungsmittel sollen mit Hilfe von

oget in 5 Regierungszuschiissen vorerst stabil bleiben,
Als Sieged 1n S von B0 o e S mado 64 konnen aber wegen erhibter Transportkosten in
~unden nach Ankiindigung des vorgezogenen naher Zukunit ebenfalls steigen. Infolge der Ab-
‘ahltermins durch Premier Seaga. auf einer wertung des Jamaica-Dollars gibt es jétzt nus”
tassenkundgebung seiner Partei in Kingston, noch eine Umtauschquote. Bisher hatten Hotes:
:nn es war kein Gegenkandidat fristgemidB lers fiir einen US-Dollar nur 1,78 Jamaica-Dollar
sschienen. Die sechs unabhiingigen Opponenten an Touristen zahlen missen, withrend zum-Kurs
aterlagen am Wahitag, an dem den alten Wah- von 12,92 die Banken tauschten. S
srlisten zufolge 890 367 Stimmberechtigte aufge-  Die griine Insel mit ihrem subtropischen Kli-
ifen waren, zur Urne zu gehen. " -ma, zahlreichen Wasserldufen, ganzjihrig Uppi-
. ger Vegetation und fischreichen Kiistengewiis-

o
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sern gilt vor allem nordamerikanischen Touri-
sten als Paradies. Der Grogteil der zu 75 Prozent
schwarzen, zu 15 Prozent Mischlings- und zu

zehn Prozent europiischen und asiatischen Be-
vilkerung: ist jedoch arm, so arm, da8 Saatgut
und landwirtschaftliche Geréite nur mit staatli-
cher Unterstiitzung gekauft werden kénnen. Die
am 6. August 1962 als erster Staat der Britisch
Westindischen Féderation in die Unabhiingigkeit
entlassene Nation besteht zum GroBteil aus den
Nachkommen schwarzafrikanischer Sklaven.
Die. Insel war einst ein Drehpunkt englischen
Sklavenhandels, die Afrikaner wurden vor allem
auf den Zuckerrohr-Plantagen beschiiftigt.
Inzwischen ist der Tourismus die Hauptein-
nahmequelle der Insel, die 1983 mit 770 000 An-
kiinften auf den beiden internationalen Flughi-
gn;exmt‘enené-:m Montego Bay und.bei
der Hauptstadt Kingston sowje den Kreuzfahrt-
$1ditn, b bisbas mbiaveo Bovucher hatie. Dok
weil Rohdl,. Lebensmittel wie
Fleisch und tigliche Bedarfsgiter noch immer
eingefiihrt werden miissen. Da vermégen auch
der Export von Bauxit, Rohrzucker, Rum_und
Friichten keinen Ausgleich zu schaffen, denn die
Konkurrenz auf dem Weltmarkt ist grofl, Ein
Loch in Héhe von 150 Millionen US-Dollar klafft
im ,Fremdwihrungsbudget’. Deshalb habe man
das vom Internationalen Wahrungsfonds in sei-
nem Unterstiitzungsprogramm gesetzte Soll zur
Abzahlung der Schulden nicht rechtzeitig erfiil-
len kinnen und das Abkommen wurde ausge-
setzt,
- Edward Seaga nannte als Hauptgrund fiir die
plétzliche Neuwahl, die auch in engem Zusam-

"

. ‘menhang mit den Ereignissen auf Grenada gese-

hen wird und in der Bevélkerung nicht unum-
stritten ist, man misse die von der Wirtschaft

.dringend bendtigten Investoren ermutigen. Bei
‘den der JLP regulir verbleibenden zwei Regie-

rungsjahren hiitten diese abgewartet, man habe
ihnen deshalb jetzt eine wenigstens fiinfjéhrige
Kontinuitit der konservativ-liberalen, eng an
den USA orientierten Politik garantieren miis-
sen. So habe ihm die Riicktrittsforderung seitens
der Opposition die Tiire zu vorgezogenen Wahlen

‘gedffnet. Warum man nicht wenigstens bis Ja-

nuar 1984 habe warten kdnnen, um die gerade er-
arbeiteten neuen Wahlerlisten zugrundezulegen?
Die Touristen~-Hochsaison, Haupteinnahmequel-
le der Insel, beginnt jeweils am 15, Dezember. Es
sef unverantwortlich, dény Wahlkampf in diese
Hinblick auf Grenada: ,Wir wollen hier za Weili-

Manley, der'vén der vorzeitigen Ausrufung der
Wahlen auf einer Europareise Gberrascht worden
zurickkehrte, hatte von ,Betrug und Verrat, den
wir nicht durch unsere Teilnahme legitimieren
werden" gesprochen: Die Wahlen verliefen jedoch
(im Gegensatz zu 1989, als die JLP die PNP nach
acht Jahren an der Regierung abgelist hatte) oh-
ne Zwischenfiille, Die Stimmung in der Bevilke-
rung ist gelassen; den Alitag beherrscht das Be-
milhen um die fiir die Insel lebensnotwendigen
Touristen. .



Readers of this column will know
that [ seldom write about
Jamaican politics since it is not my
purpose either to wash Jamaica's
political dirty linen abroad or to
make a case for my own political
actions. However, the decision of
the PNP not to contest *‘elections”
held in Jamaica on 15 December,
1983, gives rise to a situation so
unusual as to demand clear
explanations.

One newspaper editorial in a
country 1,000 miles from Jamaica
has pontificated to the effect that |
did not contest the elections because
I had been **caught with my pants
down™ and was in a “fit of pique™.
Let the facts speak for themselves.

During the last 24 years there
have been three major occasions
when the losing party in a Jamaican
clection has screamed *fraud” and
embarked on a serious campaign to

. persuade the country at large that
the particular election was bogus.

Indeed, after the 1976 People’s
National Party victory the Jamaica
Labour Party went so far as to
boycott all by-elections — there
were five during this period — on
the grounds that the electoral system
itself could not be trusted. In 1978
senior representatives of the two
parties began direct talks, on this
and other matters. They were
searching for an electoral system
which would ensure that whatever
party was in power, there could be
confidence in general election
results.

By the end of 1978, firm
agreement was reached for an
independent electoral committee to
supervise everything from
identification of voters and
registration, and the conduct of
elections, to the demarcation of
constituency boundaries. It was
agreed that all future general
elections would be conducted under
a system designed by this
independent committee. In due
course, the committee was to
become a commission, entrenched in
the constitution.

Two senior members of each
political party were to be named to
the electoral committee by the prime
minister and the leader of the
opposition to represent the views of
their groups.

Whatever the independent
members, along with the party
representatives, agreed unanimously
would become ipse facto, a binding
agreement between the parties; if
there was disagreement, the view of
the independents would prevail and
the disagreement of either or both
parties recorded.

In February 1980 the committee
reached three unanimous decisions
binding all parties:

Why the PNP stayed out
of Seaga’s election

© That everyone qualified to vote
should have the right so to do at
each election; that people could be
registered as voters as they came of
age, and that voters' lists were to be
updated each year.
® That “integrity equipment™ —
involving a lamp and special ink —
would be introduced to ensure that
no voter could vote more than once.
® That there should be positive
voter identification involving
photographing, thumb-printing and
an identity card with photograph.
In 1980 there was profound
trouble in Jamaica and I decided
that only an early election would
give the nation a chance to decide
the fundamental question of '
economic strategy and settle down
to the task of production.

In the picture

As it happened, the first two
elements in the agreement about
electoral reform could be ready in
reasonable time. These were a new
voter’s list and integrity equipment.
Unfortunately, the photographing
and thumb-printing would take at
least three months longer. |
immediately called the then leader
of the opposition and discussed the
matter frankly. We agreed that we
would hold the 1980 election with
only two of the three elements in
place. To save time, we agreed —
note, agreed — to do without the
photographs for the last time. But
there was a new up-to-date ¢lectoral
list, that was not as bad a problem
as it might have been.

In any case, the electoral
committee said in a letter dated 10
April, 1980 that it had unanimously
decided that no future general
clection should be held until the
third element, the photographs, was
in place,

In 1982 1 heard rumours that the
government was secretly planning to
break its pledge and renege on the
agreement. For example, although
18 months had passed, it had still
not voted the necessary money to
carry out the photographing and
thumb-printing exercise. .

1 chose the occasipn of the annual

budget debate when it is estimated
that more than 250,000 people
watch on television and listen on
radio to the live proceedings, to
remind the Prime Minister of the
pledge and to say the PNP would
not be bound by the normal rules of
cooperation or participation if the
nation were double-crossed. The
Prime Minister interrupted me to

.| say that | need not belabour the

point as they were fully committed.

The next day the report of the
proceedings in the morning press
did not include the interruption and
the Prime Minister’s assurance. On 1
May, 1983, Mr Seaga issued a
statement solemnly repeating that
the government was absolutely
committed to keep its pledge and
that the photographing and ID card
system would be in place for “'the
next election”.

There is now an attempt to
introduce a red-herring to the effect
that a call in a statement issued, not
in purliament, not by the leader of
the opposition, but by the secretary
of the PNP to the effect that the
Minister of Finance should resign
the finance portfolio over an
allegation of deception concerning
IMF agreements was the basis for
the resignation ol the whole
government. This was patently
boygus, because the government is
always (ree to resign il it wishes, but
cannot breach a solemn pledge
about elections without calling the
other parties to the agreement to
request release from the pledge or to
search tor some kind ol solution if
there is a national crisis.

Jumping the gun

In any case, it is now becoming
clear that the JLP government were
plahning an “‘election™ all along
because of their hope that the
Grenada crisis had temporarily
diverted attention from the on-going
economic crisis — which indeed it
had. Obviously, however, it feared
to face the test in a genuine election,

The tact of the matter is that the
new electoral lists giving elfect to
the first agreement between the
parties in 1980, will be ready in

February, just eight weeks after the
**election" date. The ID cards with
photographs will be in place within
another eight weeks of that.

.In the meantime, by calling the
**efection’ now, the government has:
® Smashed the principle of a
categoric pledge and agreement.
® Called the *election™ on a list that
is more than three years old,
disenfranchising over 150,000
people. This represents at least 15
per cent of the total eligible voters
of the country, a 15 per cent which
is included in the list which will be
ready shortly.
® Gone ahead with a list which
includes the names of over 100,000
people — that is 10 per cent of the
total eligible electors — who have
died or migrated. In the absence of
the identiftcation system which will
be ready shortly, these 100,000
names represent a huge,
unblockable avenue of fraud,
impersonation and bogus voting.

A new challenge

There is absolutely no way in
which the “election” could have
been genuine or given any reliable
indication of what the Jamaican
electorate feels and wishes. The
whole procedure was a gross breach
of faith, breach of agreement and an
entirely fraudulent attempt to gain a
spurious legitimacy through a patent
hoax.

We have made it clear that we are
ready to contest any election the
minute the new system is ready.
which would be in four months at
the most. Indeed, we are demanding
that such an election be held. In the
meantime, | remind those who like
to pontilicate from afar ol two
central facts: the sanctity of
agreement is the basis of orderly
society: the enduring qualities of the
democratic system will survive only

. when there is a basic confidence that
. governments govern by popular

mandate received through honest
elections.

It is a travesty to think that the
JLP and the PNP solemnly agreed
these principles as far back as 1978
only to see them abandoned five
years later. By participating, we
would have legitimised the fraud; by
refusing 10 go along with it, we will
ensure that at least the country is
torced to re-examine the significance
of this thing, integrity, with respect
to the nation’s aftairs. There is no
price that | am not prepared to pay
within the law and the constitution,
to see that this never happens again.

SOUTH FEBRUARY 1984
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OKTOBERFEST~
BEST EVER !

Oktoberfest celebrations were

held on October 21 and 22 1983 and
in spite of rainy weather both
nights saw hundreds of revellers -~
German and Jamaicans enjoying
themselves, The Swinging Bava-
rians -~ a Miami based group of 7
German musicians and local Disco
"Soul Swinger" provided musical
entertainment. German sausages,
beer and mugs were on sale and

an enjoyable time was had by all.
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HOUSE
On a 3ad note we report that we have
been ¢given 1 month's notice to vacate

ditionelle Cktoberfsst und einen
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CONGRATULATIONS
To our President Mrs.

Elaine
Dreyer for being chosen to
design the wardrobe including
"the National Costume and Final
night gown for Miss Catherine
Levy, Miss Jamaica World, for
the Miss World Contest in London,
Cathy went on to take the 4th
place title for herself and more
glory to Jamaica.

Congrats Cathy - sparkling per-
sonality that you aret!

Jamaica is proud of you.

premises 60 Ladymusgrave
Road at the end of January
1984, Since this is not
possible, we have referred
the matter to our Trustee
and legal advisor Mr. Eric
Frater, to seeck a longer
period of notice to enable
us to find alternative sui~
table accommodation.
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4ls Reiseziel nat Jamaike,einiges zu bieten,
sher das wissen die Leser des 'Bulletins' jz
chnehin.Trotzdem ein vesr Tips,dis ich in

letzter Zeit in Zeitschriften bzw., Reisebliro-

L1

nrosnaitten gefunden habe
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Jamaika - Urlaub im Clubstil Jamaica-Doilar
Jamalca, das Herz der Karibik, kann  (auch an der Bar), Zigaretten, Flugha- Stuttgart (ta). Mit sofortiger
sich drei verschiedaner Ferienzentren fentransfer sowie die Benutzung aller Wirkung wurde der Jamaica-
rchmen, die Urlaub im Clubstil zu  Sportausristungen und -einrichtungen Dollar z2um offiziellen Zah-
Inklusivpreisen bieten. Dawdren einmal (2. B. Windsurfen, Schnorcheln, Tief- lungsmittel fir Urlauber auf der
.Sandals® In Montego Bay und ,Coup- . sestauchen, Wasserski, Tennis etc.) Karibikinsel erklart. Dies teilt
les® In Ocho Rios. Diese belden Hotels  aenthalten. ! jetzt die Pressestelle des Ja-
llegen an der Nordkiste des Inselstaa- AuBerdem sind Gaste dleser Ferien- maica Tourist Board mit. Fir
tes. Die dritte Ferienanlage dieser Art,  gpjagen eingeladen, an frohlichen Par- Besucher des Landes bedeu-
.Hedonism II* befindet sich In Negril,  tjgg und romantisch-exotischer Abend- tet dies, daB alle Rechnungen

einem Badeort, der fir seine kilomster-.  nterhaitung tellzunehmen. Die Kosten
langen Sandstrinde bekannt Ist. Vor  (r Serviceleistungen, die im Zusam-
Jahren war dieses Geblet Treffpunkt  menhang mit der Unterbringung, dem

in jamaikanischer Wahrung zu
bezahlen sind. ,Durch diese

romantischer Globetrotter. Houte st 88 Trangport und der Handhabung des neue MaBnahme sowie die
ain bellebtes Touristenzentrum, Indem  Ggpgcks stehen, sind ebenfalls im l:a'zgoscfl‘la a?bvzztus?ghd?:?ed?(gsz

':le“rg.'acl'nzJ ngezwungane  AtMOsphare  Preis inbagriffen. kraft des US-Dollar im Land

! .Sandals®, das nicht weit vom . j

J Ch.liﬁ-u‘::laurt‘: t&lr:k!ugmggs;n —dg? internationalan Flughafen in Montego :;SCh ve;sgéar;:en ! er:la“e .An-
amaika-tourist ke *  Bay liegt und ,Couples® in Ocho Rios ony Abrahams, Jamaicas
ohne dab wir die Details natdrlich suf \ op0n og” gich vor, nur Paare als amtierender  Tourismusmini-
ihre Richtigkait GberprGfan kannan, wie o, o105, 7 nehmen. Sie sind deshalb ster. ,Einheimische Produkte
folgt: Auf Jamaikca bedﬁutet ‘;‘a':ruzzu. der Iideale Ort fir Verliebte, die werden dadurch fir Urlauber
e, o rkhaionyan  ungestort ihren Urlaub verbringen - bis zu 50 Prozent preiswerter.*

~ Souvenirs sowie der j'amaikanlschen mdchten. Um diese Atmosphdre der Wie es weiter heiflt, sollen in
Flughafensteuer — Im Tages- oder trauten Zweisamkeit gewdhrleisten zu Hotels und auf Passagierschif-
Wochenpreis inbegriffen sind. Urlauber kénnaen, sind diese beiden Clubanlagen fen Wechselstuben eingerich-
kénnen sich im Ferienparadies Jamalka  Nicht auf Einzelreisende eingestellt. Im tet werden, die fremde Wah-
nicht nur auf Sonnenschein veriassen, .Hedonism II° hingegen sind sowohi rungen zum offizieilen Kurs in
sondern auch damuf‘ daB ihnen- bei Slngles als auch Paare ]Odenelt will- Jamaica‘Do“af Umtauschen.
Bimla " Cgul?-Urlau_l:dzu énlg:sivlgre'l::: ko('nvzteer:a Auskinfte erteilt: Jamaica
viel geboten wird. De : .  ctd e aled

" Jewelligen T&:gas- orcé;r Wocher;grgilge:\ Tourii_t m?saMrd. T(S'oethe7&tz1 ;5) auss: ‘Touristik aktuell
sind sowohl Unterbringung, Mahizei- 6000 Fran Y al.: ; - cai
ten, unbegrenzter Getrinkekonsum 2307 76. Fr., 14 3.,April 1cg4

. . . . N - S. 2
aussBraunachweizer Zeitung 25.Februar 1. .4 S.34 ¢

Reisevermittlung
Detlef Sieglar

EckerstraBe 7
3000 Hannover 1
Tel. (0511) 333143
Telex 923290

Flug mit der AIR JAMAICA
Unterkunft in Hiitten am Strand von NEGRIL
Aufenthaltsdauer 4 Wochen

zusammen pro Person ab 2 200,-- DM

S S AT o  rer U et e e e e T e s S T et e o e e S e
EE i >+ 3+ B+ F + F-F & -3 £-F 3 K T ¥ T 3

3¢}
9]



"PRAI B4ENG 81BYM JOADUTH ‘wisyus|g 4¥ — PeI04sel — ISNOH 3HL §I SIHL

. Rl

sjurwesng poweuss Jaie| §

SOLOHd
+ NOSNDITIM

chE

“ARPLY |57] JOADUTH ‘WnByUS)] 4T SjuTuISNg
JSpUEXS|y IS Jus||edX] “JY Oy ‘PUEGETY ByF] sy

eyy ju Aucweied sy} peusalue SHONOS ANV SIONVA
S o e S i T

‘aienbs Umoy BE3NTY By 4T
SOIJIAIDR WOI OS[R PUR POAI IBPUEXS|Y XS
@ioym JOLYSIP By ‘Wieyue|g B SUCLERIQSIE
®yj WOl sEUSDS SUF BIBH “AsRTieAlUUT Su}
Bunjiew §81j1A143% 8y} JO) jno peuin] ejdosd
jo spuesnoyy pue ‘Jeacuey ul Aepiioy >iqnd
® sem §| "y4hiq sy jo ysued ey} ‘reacusy
ul Aeplg {se| p|oy Biem ejumweisng sepue
-Xe[y JI§ jue||8dxX] §Y OY| '0JeH |PUCHEN j°
Ying eyj jo Aseusjued ey Buppew seyALRY

: - ¥861 'L HOYYH "AVASINGIM (N3) ¥INYITD ATHIIM NYIIVEVIIHL




