Bulletin

Nummer 23

5

II‘.
] -

|

¥

bulletin

ecalsy s *J“maikaduhm A

i juni 13g

-y g e
¥,

e

8O

Jamaikanische Gesellschaft

Deutsch-

B ] -




In eigener Sache,

10 Jahre gibt es sie also nun, unsere jetzt ehrwiirdige Deutsch-
Jamaikanische Gesellschaft. Wenn man den Anmeldungen zur dies-
jdhrigen Jahresversammlung glauben darf, dann ist das Interesse
sogar ungebrochen an dem Verein. Also keine Ruhepause auf alten
Lorbeeren .... das neue Bulletin liegt vor. Die Jubildumsnummer
steht natiirlich ganz im Schatten der Sondernummer zum "DED in
Jamaika". Ich habe mich aus diesen Griinden auf die aktuelle Be-
richterstattung konzentriert. Dankenswerterweise sind aus dem
Kreis der Mitglieder diesmal eine ganze Reihe von Beitrdgen
eingetroffen. Wenn dieses Beispiel doch im ndchsten Jahrzehnt

der DJG Schule machen wiirde...
J.W.
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WENN ICH SEHE
WAS ALLES

UM DER GUTEN SACHE WILLEN
GETAN WIRD

DANN DENKE ICH
MANCHMAL

ES WARE VIELLEICHT
EINE GUTE SACHE
WENN ES OBERHAUPT
KEINE GUTE SACHE
MEHR GHBE

ERICH FRIED =

DEUTSCHUAMAKANISCHE GESELISCH4FT EV
JAMACAN-GERMAN SOCETY gsai

Jean-Paul-Strale 3, 5300 Bonn 2

10 JAHRE DEUTSCH -~ JAMAIKANISCHE GESELLSCHAFT

Im Jahre 1976 wurde auf Betreiben des ehemaligen Beauftragten des
Deutschen Entwicklungsdienstes - DED - in Jamaika, Herrn Dr. G.
Schetting zusammen mit ehemaligen Entwicklungshelfern die Deutsch-
Jamaikanische Gesellschaft e.V. in Bonn gegriindet.

Vorbild war die seit Jahren in Jamaika bestehende Jamaican German

Society, die in ihrer Griindungsphase im Oktober 1956 noch "Freunde
Deutschlands Club" hieB. Zweck der Deutsch-Jamaikanischen Gesell-

schaft in Deutschland ist es, die Beziehungen zwischen der Bundes-
republik Deutschland und Jamaika insbesondere im politischen, kul-
turellen, wirtschaftlichen und gesellschaftlichen Bereich zu ver-

tiefen.

In Verfolgung dieses Zweckes

- bemiiht sich die Gesellschaft um eine regelméBige Information ihrer
Mitglieder iiber die aktuelle Situation in Jamaika,

- fiihrt die Gesellschaft Veranstaltungen fir Mitglieder und Nicht-
mitglieder durch,

- wirkt die Gesellschaft auf eine objektive Darstellung Jamalkas
in den Massenmedien in der Bundesrepublik hin,

- foérdert die Gesellschaft die Konflikte zwischen den Angehérigen
beider Lé&nder, -

- betreut die Gesellschaft in der Bundesrepublik voriibergehend an-
sdssige jamaikanische Studenten und Praktikanten,

- unterstiitzt die Gesellschaft entwicklungspolitische Initiativen
in der Bundesrepublik, soweit sie sich auf Jamaika beziehen!

Die Deutsch-Jamaikanische Gesellschaft blickt in diesem Jahr auf
© 10 Jahre Aktivitdten zuriick. RegelmdBig wird ein "Bulletin" an
die Mitglieder verteilt. In Zusammenarbeit mit dem Ubersee-Museum
in Bremen wurde eine Ausstellung {iber Kunst und Inhalte der Rasta-
fari-Bewegung zusammengestellt. Reisen nach Jamaika wurden durch-
gefiihrt, auch in diesem Jahr ist wieder eine Reise in die Kari-
bik geplant.

Eine Ton-Dia-Schau kann bei der Gesellschaft ausgeliehen (Leihge-
bihr DM 25,00) oder fir DM 100,00 gekauft werden. Der erste Teil .
der Diaserie umfaBt 36 Dias mit 8 1/2 Minuten Tonkassette und 4
Seiten erkldrendem Text; der zweite Teil der Diaserie besteht aus
weiteren 50 Bildern mit 15 1/2 Minuten Ton und 8 Seiten Text. Die
Ton-Dia-Schau kann direkt iiber den Prédsidenten Dietmar Krehl,
Lénsweg 10, 3101 Lachendorf bezogen werden.

Weitere Informationen von Helmut Kaup, Vendelaustr.15, 7440 Nir-
tingen. /1
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EW PROPERTY TAX MEASURES

which are being implemented as an
integral part of the Comprchensive Tax
Reform Programme and which will be-
come effective from April 1. were ap-
proved by the House of Representatives
Tuesday evening.

The measures which were outhned m Minsery Paper
No. Y, tabled by Prime Minster and Minsrer ot Finance
amd Planming, the Re. Hon. Fdwand Scaga, on February
will vield an addinonal $30 midhon this tinancal vear,
S43 nullion in 1987 88 and $39 nullion w 1988 89,

Mr. Seaga in opeming debate on the measures said thar
all properties were revalued in 1983 84, bur when the
new property tax values were applicd aganst existing
rates the results were so huge i rerms of tax increases,
thar a decision had ro be raken ro reduce the tax raee ths
year (1985 86) to mimmise the impact of the aew rax on
the first vear and increase them incrementally over the
next three financial vears — 198687 ro 1988 /K9,

He said that the incremental increases would rake the
rax rare back to the level of 4% which was enjoyed in
the mid-1970s, by the third year. And that despite this
year’s reduction there would sull be an incremenial
increase in the revenue over the last inanaial year,

Mr. Seaga said the increases in propenty values which
have occurred over the last 10 vears ranged from two to
four-fold while the increase in tax lability ranged

- between two and three-fold, However, in recognition of
the sudden changes thar would rake placethere was a
decision to phase the new raxes over three years.

He said thar in keeping with Government’s policy of
relieving low ncome carners ot the rax burden, the
mimmum flat rate of S5 had been rerained in the new
measures, throughout the three-year penod. for prop-
ermies valued at under $4.000 of ummproved value.

The effect of this would be that there would be no
increase in tax hability for landowners of Jp?mxlmarcly
346,000 parcels of land which represented 62.9% of the
550,000 parcels of land in the island.

In recogminion of the need fo conunue 1o provide
wncentives 10 in the areas of agriculture and rthe tounsm
industry, agncultural propernes in substannial production
would continue to be derared 75% and would therefore

ay 25% of the full tax, while hotels being operated as
Evon:i fide enterpnses would conunue to benefir from a
25% derating and thercfore pay 75% of the full rax.

In cases where bana fide dwelling houses and prop-
eres in boma fide agncultural use were locared in
vommercial or re-developmenr areas, the rax liabilines
would reflect the commercial or full open marker value
of the properties. A tax relief cernficate would be

ranted to the owner discounting the element of the rax
ﬁability artriburable ro the potential use of the land.

Pensioners and clderly persons in special cases of
hardships can write to the Minister of Finance, who will
continue to exercise discrenonany powers to remit the
rax in whole or part.

Mr. Seaga pwinted our, however, thar it was now
necessary for property rax to make 4 more realisne
comtnbunion to the total revenues, i order to assist i
meering the shorttall trom the lowening of the individual
income rax rates and corporate fax rates.
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Prime Minister Edward Seaga and Mrs. Seaga share a light moment with members of the West Indies Jaycees after
addressing their mid-year board meeting on freedom and democracy in Trinidad and Tobago on Saturday March 1.
Others in the photo are Ms. Linda Murray, President of the Trinidad and Tobago Jaycees; Mr. Jonathan Ricketts,

Jamaica; and Mr. Ron Anderson, Guyana.

The new measures were introduced by
Ministerial Order published in the 'Jarn:uca
Gazette of February 11, In order to facilitate
payment, notices of valuation and tax assess-
ments would be posted ro landowners com-
mencing in March.

Mr. Seaga in reply 1o a request from Mr.
Par Stephens(West St.Andrew) that the debate
be deferred 10 another dare 1o give Members
more time to study the measures, pointed out
that the Ministry F:lpcr had been rabled from
February 5, and thar if the effective dare was
delayed beyond Apml I, there would be a

shontfall because of late notificarion which
would have to be made up.

He said that the Order represented the last
segment of phase one of the rax reform
programme.

Mr. Seaga said that Government had under-
taken a review of the system of property
taxation and had concluded thar the property
tax was not perforning well. Over the decade
1975 10 1985 revenues from this area were
virtually stagnant and its contribution to the
total revenue declined from 4.6% in 1975/76
to 1.2% in 1984/85.

In giving examples of the increase in the
valucs of property over the last 10 years, he
said: Harbour View had a rwo-fold increase,
but would have a less than two-fold increase
in raxes from $42.50 1o $65.40 annum
would be introduced as of 1986/87. Haven-
dale, which had had a three-fold increase in
typical property value, would have an in-
crease three-fold from $180 o $512.50
annum. In high-value areas like Cherry Gar-
dens where there had been more than three-
fold increase in pl’opcr;v value, a three-fold
tax increase from $572.50 to $1600 per
annum would be incurred.

UWI: Loan ceiling will hurt students

FEBRUARY 26

exceed the sum of the user

ends meer.

up to include representa-

cent adjustment on the

budger deficir.

The University of the
West Indies said yesterday
thar some students will be
severely affected if the pro-
posed ceilings on loans for
tuition fees are in fact im-
posed.

fee ar CAST and cess at
UWI plus the annual sum
of $2,000 for boarding and
incidental expenses.

In a statement on the
issue yesterday, UWI Vice
Chancellor Mr. AZ. Pres-

ton said that students were
already  borrowing in ex-
cess of the $2000 limu
proposed in order to make

As ser our in Ministry
Paper No. 10, tabled in

Parliament on Tuesday, the
nLxmum

loans will not

e

WELCOMING EXPANSION: Industry and Commerce Minister, the Hon. Douglas Vaz (centre)
expressing joy at the expansion to the Caribbean Basin Initiative (CBI) announced by President Reagan
recently. Listening attentively are from left Mr. Robert Woolham, Canadian High Commissioner, and

Mr. Nick Norcott, Counsellor for Development.
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Mr. Preston, responding
to reports in the Gleaner
on Monday and Tuesday,
also dismissed what he sad
were media reports that the
University was closed. He
said that on Tuesday last
the UWI's Finance and
General Purposes Commit-
tee named a Sub-Commit-
1ee to consider implications
of the new policy and ro
that end the Ministry of
Educarion had been asked
for a copy of the relevant
Mimisery Paper.

The UWI wished 1o
state, he said, that although
the blockage of the main
gates had dwrnpred s ac-
tvities, and  although  the
majority  of students had
not been attending classes,
the UWID had not been
closed and the saff had
continued 1o perform their
other  tuncuons  involving
research and public service.

In another release, the
West Indies Group of Uni-
versity Teachers (WIGUT)
called on Dr. Gilmour nor
to implement any cess on
tertiary  educanion unnl
Commttee could study the
wsue and make recommen-
danons 1o Government,

WIGUT said that the
Commurree should be ser

tives of termary students, o
the academic and adminis-
trative staffl of the UWI
and CAST, and of the Gov-

he students have also
proposed a phased intro-
duction of fees over a

eenment.  The call was  three-year penod, and a
made in a lewer 10 Dr. delay in the implementa-
Gilmour, tion of the fee hike for a

Meanwhile, the lead- year pending a study by a
,_-ﬂhl‘p of the joint CAST- joint governmrm-lc:ch:r—
UWI student bady has student team. There was

made several proposals to
the Government, including
the channelling of some
50% of the recent ol sav-
ings to the educanonal sys-
rem which they smd would
vield over $63 mullion, to
tund the cducanonal sys-
tem,

A release msued  trom
the UW1 Guild ot Under-
graduates sud that ar the
meeting with the Minister
of Educanon Dr. Mavis
Gilmour, the students iden-
uficd ten sources  trom
which they said more than
$30 million needed 1o cov-
er the proposed rax could
be raised.

Other proposals include
A tounst armval ax ol
USSS per wisitor vielding
over JaS22 million wirh the
visutor being told whar the
charge was mtended tor as
well as g reducnion i tor-
cin travel and public rela-
nons as well as a tour per

also a proposal for the
imposition of a surtax on
high incomes, earmarked
for educanion.

Another proposal sug-
gested thar  the govern-
ment reorder their prnon-
ties to expand the share of
expenditure going o edu-
cation by reducing  pay-
ment on foreign debt. A
one per cent reduction,
the release sad, would
vield about JS10 milhon,

According o the re-
lease, “contrary to 2
statement by Minister of
Education that the UWI
and CAST were contacred
tor discussion on the -
tion tax. no such dis-
cossions were held. Any
tormal discussions pertain-
g 1o the umwveraty or
CAST must be made with
the UWT Vice Chaneellor,
Dr. AZ. Preston and
CAST principal, Dr. Al
tred Sangater. This was
not done.”
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Hundreds of students of the University of the West Indies dem

onstrating at the Mona

Road entrance of the campus in St. Andrew on Tuesday February 18, after the news broke that they would
have to pay tuition fees come September.

FEBRUARY 18
Hundreds of University students demonsterated  ar
entrances to the campus yesterday afternoon on heanng
that they were being called on ro pay tuition fees.
Chanting “Hut today, Jamaica tomorrow!™ the stu-
dents for hours blocked entrances 1o the umversiry
compound and caused a massive traffic snarl for moror-
1sts using main roads in the arca. The demonstration was
centred at the Mona Road entrance.

In an almost carnval atmosphere, the students danced
and sang and waved placards. -

Some of the placards said: “Education is a righ, not a
privilege™; “University education for all, not just for the
nch.

President of the Guild of Undergraduates, Mr. Law-
rence Jackson, rold the Gleaner that the demonsrration
was “spontancous” when the news broke.

Over 3,000 students, mainly Jamaicans, are said to be
affected by the new Government policy announced
yesterday in Parliament by the Minister of Educarion.

Some of the students said rthey could hardly find bus
fare and lunch money to further their educarion.

The students started the demonstration about § p.m.
and continued until around 7 p.m.

Mona Road was effectively blocked ar rthe main
entrance fo the campus. Traffic piled up from both ends.

A senior police officer had rold the students to clear
the public highway and if they wanted to continue their
demonstration to take it onto the University compound.

The studenrs finally started dispersing around 7 p.m.

Guild President Jackson rold them an emergency
meeting of the Executive had decided on a mass meering
at the Senare Building this moming at 10 o'clock ro
discuss what further action, if any was ro be taken.

A release from the Guild of Undergraduates, under
the signature of Lawrence Jackson, said “The Guild of

Undergraduates protests the recent news of payment of
school fees by University students beginning in October,
1986

“This announcement comes at a time when the
students are already bartered by the severe economic
conditions which find them unable to buy books, foad

s

MAKING THE BEST OF IT: A teacher at

and o cover the high cost of boarding.

“Moreover, the fact that there have been
cutbacks in boarding grant and student loans
means that very few students will be able o
attord a University education.

“The Guild would like to know if free
education has been abandoned and call upon
the Government to reconsider this latest move
as it has detrimental effects on the furure of of
the nation’s most valuable resources.

“The latest measure by the Government
conflicts with the arguments putr forward
abour the use of the Education Tax, as it is
clear that neither the teachers in this country
nor the students are deriving any benefit.”

o

the room whic

(Shaw photo)

i R i

h has no seperating walls or structures.

Alligator Pond All Age School takes a class in the
shade of a tree because of the cramped conditions at
the school. The school, built for 150 students now
has over 300 on roll and five classes are held in one

Teachers often have to shout over the voices of
students in an adjoining class so some prefer to take
a break in the cool under trees outside. Work on the
school’s canteen has stalled for the last four months.

3
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by Carl Stone

The Prime Minister who is mainly to be
blamed for the excessive tax on tertiary level
students at CAST and UWI1 has followed his
Minister of Education in trying to reassure
the country~thar we have nothing to fear as
adequate loans will be available for students
who can’t find the money.

The implication is that the poorer students
have nothing to lose and that we are all being
hysterical in condemning the new policy.

Let’s assume that Mr. Seaga and Dr. Gilmour
are right about the availability of loans for
students. The big puzzle [ have is how any
student going into teaching or the civil service
be able to afford those loans.

It will require some 30% of the take-home pay
of teachers or civil servants to cover the loan
repayments monthly. Which teacher or civil ser-
vant can afford to find over $300 dollars per
“month to pay back for their education?

Will Mr. Seaga or Dr. Gilmour please assure
us of how these public employees are going to
afford a UWI education even if the loans will all
be in place?

Can we take Mr. Seaga seriously when he
pleads for teachers to accept modest pay increases
and has no mercy on taxing the cost of the
education they need to fill the huge gaps that
have been left in secondary and high schools by
the shortage of graduate teachers at that level?

Tax bomb

If Mr. Seaga knew that this education tax
bomb was coming why was he so stingy on the
issue of salaries for graduate teachers?

If he cared wo cents about the supply of
graduate teachers to man our high schools and
secondary schools why did he not offer to waive
the cess being charged for persons entering
teaching? If he had one dime of concern about
the quality of persons entering the public service
at barely above subsistence salaries (he insists they
have 1o accept because the country cannot afford
more) would he not have offered ro waive the
cess in relation to students entering the public
sector?

Cannibalising UWI

But whar is not appreciated in the superficial
propaganda that is passing for serious debate on
the issue is that the lowly paid teachers and the
lowly paid civil servants are the occupations into
which most UWI graduates end up initially.

In 1983-84, for example, of the students who
graduated that year and entered local employ-
ment, the jobs taken up were divided as follows
between teaching, government and statutory bod-
ies and the private sector.
government & statutory bds. .oecieieieennes 44%
teaching ...........
private sector .

What this shows is that 80% of the students
leaving Mona and finding jobs would not be able
to afford these loans.

Beyond the reach

I therefore reiterate what I said last week,
which is that the cost of UWI education is being
priced beyond the reach of those who now artend
that imtitution and the decision to do so is a
deliberate policy of our dear Prime Minister.

The big question is, why?

" The answer has not so far emerged because we
have been concentrating on the students’ agony
and not on the wider policy issue.

Sometime ago the government announced a
plan to set up a College of Jamaica that would
encompass training colleges, CAST, and the Col-
lege of Agriculture. The idea was to establish
parallel degree granting programmes to those
offered at UWI 1o diversify tertiary level training.

It was not evident where the funding would
come from to expand the courses and pro-
grammes at these institutions to meet the objec-
tive.

What the government has apparently decided
to do is to cannabilise UWI to facilitate the
launching of the College of Jamaica. It sounds
far-fetched but take note of a few salient facts.

For the past several years under Mr. Seaga's
portfolio management in Finance the Govern-
ment has refused to pay the University the funds
needed to kecp it running. The current debr is
well over $70 million and UWI operates on a
month to month overdraft from NCB —meaning
that either Mr. Seaga or NCB could close Mona
in 24 hours.

A decision has apparently been taken not to
provide normal flows of funds until UWI is cut
down 1o size. By cutting it down to size and
chopping the student body and staff down to
considerably less than 50% of what is now there,
moneys can be released to finance the College of
Jamaica. The first amputation is to cut the
student body by excessive fees and over-heavy
loans.

The second blow is to offer free degrees at
Teachers Colleges and considerably cheaper de-
grees at CAST. This will provide a cheaper outlet
for higher education for those persons entering
teaching and the civil service. The impact will be
to divert students away from UWI.

With a substantially reduced student body and
a substantially reduced staff, massive budger cuts
will follow to complete the exercise of canniba-
lising UWI to create alternative tertiary education
expansion. A secondary goal might be 1o wipe
out Social Science leftists and critics.

Hostility to UWI

The JLP, and Mr. Seaga in particular, have
never made a secret of their hostility to UWIL
What is amazing is the lengths to which poli-
ticians will go to vandalise a highly accredited and
respected institution for purely political reasons.

The government had set up a prestigious
committee of foreign consultants (the Irvine
Committee) to evaluate the UWI The Irvine
Committee surprised Mr. Seaga and produced a
report which was complimentary in its findings of
the work being done at UWL. Indeed, the report
bemoaned the fact that the UWI's public image
was so negative although relevant and good
quality work was being done there.

Having failed to hang UWI with his usual
weapon of foreign consultants, Mr. Seaga is
resorting to finance to strangle UWI slowly but
by subtle means that disguise the murderous
intent.

Dr. Gilmour's Ministry Paper which tries 1o
suggest that the cess is being collected from
students to ease the pressure on primary educa-
tion is an unpardonable picce of misinformation
designed to disguise the real intent.

Political intent
When it comes to administering the loans, of

course, we can expect that certain Faculties will
find that students wishing to study those subjects
will get no loans. We are most grateful to Mr.
Ryan Peralto for forewaming us of that political
intent from last year. The University administra-
tion and staff have facilitated this strangulation by
allowing it to happen without a2 murmur.

The scale of the fees reveals the intent.

The paper prepared by P V C Robinson of
UWI for the government points out that among
Commonwealth countries where data were ob-
tained, 5 countries charged no fees at all, another
5 charged nominal fees of fess than 5% and yer
another § charged between 6% and 15%. We are
proposing to charge 30% for most students.

Before the so-called free education period the
charge was only 5%. On what basis has the fee
been so savagely escalated?

Some answers needed

Hardly a sound is being heard from the many
graduates of UWI on this issue. Nor.are either the
businessmen, the professionals nor interest groups
saying anything. Is it that they don't care two
cents what happens to UWI because like the
planter class of old, they now educate their sons
and daughters overseas?

But what of the poorer classes and the lower
middle class who have no such option? Are we
now like so many sheep meekly lining up for the
slaughter without a murmur? If we are, we
deserve it.

Only the PNP scems to be willing to take 3
stand on this issue.

Why has Mr. Seaga not set up a National
Council on Higher Education as proposed by the
Irvine Committee? Why has he not sought to.
develop the College of Jamaica on the basis of
incorporation with UW! as suggested by the
foreign consultants he hired? Why is he attempt-
ing to cannibalise UWR?

The country needs some answers.
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Stepping up
the tempo

By Carl Wint

THE political tempo has
stepped up. The matter of the
teacher’s salary increase is still to
be resolved. The government is
standing firm against any roll-back
of student fees and there is a
possibility that we could see some
of our doctors going to jail.

- On Sunday night the People’s Na-
tional Party attracted thousands of
supporters to its all-night vigil in Half
Way Tree Square. Yesterday morning
they marched to Jamaica House to
present several demands.

On Sunday night, too, Prime Min-
ister Edward Seaga in a nationwide
broadcast spoke about the students’
and doctors’ issue and also about how
his government proposed to deal with
the windfall gains from the decline in
oil prices.

The country is in for interesting and
dangerous times unless reason is allowed
to prevail. In some circles Mr. Seaga is
given credit for being a strong leader; and
it is argued that Jamaica has been in nced
of strong leadership for some time, and
still needs it.

Strong leadership is always desirable
but the question is whether leadership can
be strong without being provocative.
There is no doubt that the Government
somes across as spoiling for a fight.

Anybody’s guess

Hardly anyone is seriously arguing that
students at university should not pay a
portion of their tuition. The point is that
having been enjoying free tuition for some
time it is unfair to ask students in the
middle of their courses to pay a portion
of the cost.

A little more thought, some discussion,
and a genuine attempt to introduce the
payment so that potential students will be
able to judge whether they can afford to
80 to university or not would have pre-
vented all this controversy.

The impression is left that the govern-
ment after making its decision cares not
who complains. The Prime Minister says a
task force will be set up to look into
some aspects of the matter but there is no
indication that such a task force, and its
findings, will result in any meaningful
alteration of the policy.

1 should think that present students
would have been allowed to complete

'1’:‘6(4')1 Gleawu
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their courses and that the new policy
would then only affect new students; but
it seems the government wants its pound
of flesh now.

How the martter will be resolved is
anyone's guess. The students yesterday
closed the gates at both the University of
the West Indies and at the College of Arts
Science and Technology. Things could get
very hairy.

In the matter of the doctors and the
Industrial Disputes Tribunal it is a comedy
of erors poised to be staged as a tragedy.
The doctors indicated they would take the
matter to the Supreme Court. In the
meantime they struck on Friday and up to
yesterday were on a work-to-rule protest.

At the time of writing the Court had
not yet granted the injunction against the
doctors sought by the government. If it is
granted and the doctors disobey the Court
Order they will be liable to heavy fines
and possible imprisonment.

What will happen if the doctors are in
fact locked up? The implications for the
stability of the country are many. The
problem here is that no one seems to have
an. answer as 10 how to back off without
losing face. Certainly the doctors do not
want to go to jail, and it is unlikely that
any government would relish jailing its
doctors. This one has definitely become a
very hot potato. The next few days should
point up some clues as to how the issuc
will be decided.  °

Something wrong

But when all is said and done there
must be something wrong with the style
of a government which is in constant
conflict with so many different sections of
the community. The Prime Minister and
his Cabinet would do well to examine
government's approach to policy matters
and how these are communicated to the
people.

The fact is that to many issues which
could have been dealt with at the level of
discussion, at the level of negotiation and
conciliation are being dealt with at a level
of confrontation.

Strong leadership does not mean dog-
matism and arrogance. Persuasion to a
point of view can be more cffective than
“chucking badness”.

Given. the heavy burden the Jamaican
people are now carrying, it would be good
strategy on the part of the government to
be more conciliatory, more sympathetic
and more understanding. If this strategy is
not put in place quickly we will all be
riding the tiger soon.

17% per centincrease forsugar workers

Sugar workers employed by the Sugar Manufacturers are 1o receive a
17% per cent across-the-board increase on all existing basic rates of pay
and on other benefits.

This increase is effective from January 1, 1986 to December 31, 1986
or from the commencement of crop whichever is earliest.

This was the hiﬁh point of a two-year agreement, arrived at during a
meeting between the Sugar Producers’ Federation on the one hand and
the Bustamante Industrial Trade Union and the National Workers'
Union, on the other, on Monday this week.

With regard to the second year —January to December 1987 — an
across-the-board wage increase of 15 percent on all the existing rates of
pay, has been agreed upon.

All the sugar estates involved are to implement the new rates and
make payments retroactive to January 1, not later than Easter, of this
year. .

The parties also agreed thar in the event thar the guaranteed price for
the 1986/87 crop is in excess of the guaranteed price for the year
1985/86 sugar crop, a follow-up meeting would be held to discuss
further crop bonus pa{mcm.

It was agreed ar_the meeting that for the first year, the minimum
daily rate would be $15 and $17.25 for the second year.

_ Increases have also_been effected in the company’s group life
insurance scheme ranging from $5,000 to $10,000 with Accidental
Death and Dismemberment grovusxons totalling a2 maximum of $20,000
in the case of accidental death.

Workers who do nor use their sick leave during the year, will receive
payment for that period or the equivalent of the time, while task
workers with more than 15 years' continuous service with a particular
employer in the sugar industry will receive 6.5% of their aggregate
camnings in the year in lieu of vacation pay. All other terms and
conditions governing the entitlement of vacarion remain unchanged.

All categories of employees who gresently qualify for clothing
allowance will receive a payment of $20 per crop payable ar one time
six weeks after the commencement of the crop and provision has also
been made ro supply adequate protective equipment for workers
handling dangerous chemicals. .

Meal allowances amounting to $10 per day will also be given to
workers who spend four hours or more for over-time. Payment does
not \g}:pl to employees on premium or rest dazs. .

atchmen will be provided with flash lights, rain cloaks and water
boots. However, these items will only be given on the basis of one issue
per ann't’:m and before new supplics are distributed the old ones
presented.



5 major unions to boycott IDT

Tribunal accused of bowing to Govt. pressure

MARCH7 '

FIVE TRADE UNIONS yesterday condemned the Indus-
trial Disputes Tribunal (IDT), accusing it of bowing to
Government pressure in the issue over an amended salary
sward tg Junior Doctors.

The unions — NWU,TUC, JUPOPE, UTASP and JALGO —
said they would boycost the Tribunal “until the problem at the
IDT is rectified.” C e i X

e BITU, however, was not a to the joint statement by
the.rgve other unions. Vice-Presideg? n&n Lascelles Beckford said
they had been led to believe the joint statement was to have been
finalised yesterday following an eaglicr meeting on Thursday when
some concems had been raised.

And a statement from the Jamaica Civil Service Association late
yesterday expressed concemn about “the principle of the reversal of
a decision by such a highly reputable body.” The reference was to
the IDT changing a salary award to the Junior doctors, the issue
which is now the basis of industrial action which has disrupted
hospital services.

The statement from the five unions read:

“The IDT has retracted its award to the doctor’s union. With
this latest travesty, the IDT has succeeded in destroying the last
vestiges of its integrity in the eyes of all Jamaica., .

“The excuse that it made an error cannot be accepted. No one
with the remotest knowledge of the events surrounding the recent

public sector negotiations, could have any doubt about the level of

increase offered by Government to public sector workers.
“If indeed it made an error, then the competence of that
institution and everyone associated with it is seriously open to

qsestiom One would thercfore have to ask that whether or not the
IDT is properly staffed, whether the panelists are properly qualified
and whether or not the appropriate support services are in place to
enable them to function properly.

“The unlikelihood og such an elementary error leads to the
conclusion that the IDT has bowed to Govemment pressure in this
matter. In this regard the posture of Government has been highly
imrivoral and must be condemned in the most unequivocal terms.
The IDT made an award which was, on the face of it, abundancly
clear. Instead of lodging an appeal as the law requires, the
Government sought a clarification and the IDT adopted the illegal
posture of changing the award.

“By bowing to Government's pressure in this way, the IDT has
shown that it has no independence and no integrity. The workers’
representative who declined to sign the award must be commended
for having distanced herself from this atrocity; but she as well as
men of integrity must go further and completely renounce all
association with an institution which is now without legitimacy and
has lost all its value as a positive force in industrial relations.

“For our par, the NWU, TUC, JALGO, JUPOPE and UTASP
have no faith in the competence, even-handedness and integrity of
the Tribunal and cannot continue to risk the workers’ bread and
buther by bringing cases before it. Until the problem at the IDT is
tectified, the unions will bring no further cases before it. We go
further and call upon all well-thinking organizations to boycort the
IDT until the monumental injustice of the JDA’s award is address-

“The BITU's representative at Thursday's meeting is understood
to have pointed our that the union could not sign the agreement,

until it had mer to discuss whether or not to boycott the IDT, as
he felt that he could not make such a decision on his own. The
union also objected to the use of the word “immoral” in referring
to the Government.

The BITU's release said: “On Thursday afternoon, we were
requested to artend at the Joint Trade Union Research Devel-
opment Centre, Waterloo Road, to discuss a proposed statement to
be made by the trade unions on the issue.

“We auended and were confronted with a statement already
signed by five unions. The BITU was not a party to the preparation
of the statement. On examination of the release, whilst we agreed
with a number of points made, we requested amendment to others.

“The two other union colleagues who were present (at the time!
agreed that the statement should be finalised the nexe day (today,
Friday) and then released to the media.

“We were surprised to hear over a radio station this moming the
contents of the statement coming from the five unions.

“The BITU supports all etforts to improve the rerms and
conditions of working people, but will not be used as a ‘rubber
stamp’ by any one.”

A labour spokesman said yesterday that a boycott of the IDT
would have little effect on its operations, as under a recent
amendment to the LRIDA, the Tribunal now has the power to hear
an industrial dispute referred to it for sertlement, on being satisfied
that due notice of the hearing was served on the party.
notwithstanding the party's failure to appear before the Tribunal.

In its statement on the matter the JCSA urged the Tribunal “i¢
take this opportunity to excrcise its maturity and sensitivity if off-
setting what could be regarded as an unnecessary confrontatior
berween management and labour.”

Provoking confrontation

By Carl Stone

The industrial action being taken by Junior
Doctors represents yet another battlefield
of confrontation provoked by the heavy-
handed manner of Mr. Seaga’s govern-
ment.

The impasse with the teachers had hardly cooled
before the government’s sudden and ill-advised
increases in tertiary level fees opened up yet
another battlefield in education. As the CAST-UWI
student issue dragged on without resolution, thé
government did it again by twisting the arm of the
IDT and pressuring that body into becoming a
useless rubber stamp of government’s wage policies
in the Junior Doctor’s issue.

It is not accidental that these conflicts are centred
around  health and education. This government has
refused to recognise that education and health must be
insulated from the knife of budget cuts. As a conse-
quence, the country's future is being severely jeopardised
by shor:“-s‘ifhted monetarist policies which are starving
health education of neccessary financial support
under the guise of practising prudent financial manage-

ment.

The health services are falling apart. The education
system is collapsing. The training of health and educatio-
nal workers is being cut back. The professionals are
being asked to accept salary levels that allow them to
barely survive. In the face of all of this belt tightening
and hardship the govemment behaves with a heavy-
handed arrogance more befitting a dictatorship than a
govemment elected by voters.

Limitation

None but the most naive can believe the IDT story
that it had made a mistake in the first award and was
now correcting it. The plain fact is that the IDT was
“draped up™ by Minister Anderson as if they were little
boys and told l:o revise their award to ltluz Junior Doctors
in ing with government’s wage policies.

m sngs estion by the IDT ths‘:othe LRIDA ties its
hand in making it mandatory that it must accept govem-
ment's wage policies in the national interest in dealin
with wage awards secks to remove any degree o
discretion by the IDT in making such wage awards.

Under such a self-imposed limitation that reduces the
IDT to the status of an impotent rubber stamp of
government wage policics, the trade unions have every
right to boycott the IDT until new and more realistic

idclines are accepted as the framework for the IDTs
unctioning.

In any cvent, the IDT members who were so spineless
as to accept that view of their role ought to be removed
from that body as no one can any longer have any
confidence in the integrity of the judgments they exer-
cise.

Non-bargaining

Had the Tribunal done the right thing and defied the
Minister, they would have had the full backing of public
opinion, workers, trade unions, the private sector and
professional capitulating, they have joined the
growing list of the cowardly who are being pushed
around and intimidated by the most arrogant political
administration this country has yet experienced.

Democratic government requires a willingness b
those entrusted with power to negotiate differences wit
interests over whom they preside and a flexibility to give




some ground on some issues to maintain and win
confidence, trust and good will.

The JLP's style has been one made conspicuous by its
non-bargaining approach to conflict issues. All this
achieves has been unending confrontation on issues
where a different approach would yield negotiated
settlements,

What is worse is that when the confrontation occurs,
and action is taken by those who have been provoked by

the government's arrogance, government spokesmen run -

to the media with abusive, threatening and vulgar propa-
ganda.

Dr. Gilmour twists reality by trying to tell primary
school students that UWI and CAST fees are being hiked
to thei benefit. Mr. Anderson threatens the doctors and
falsely accuses them of intimidating the courts when all
they are doing is seeking to protect their rights. Teachers
have been falsely accused of mercly fighting politics
under the guise of seeking more pay. Cheap attempts are
tade to turn public opinion against professionals whose
hard work contributes so much to the %Smaa of the
country. These professionals are treate by feisty and
haughry peliticians as if they count for nothing.

Sharp disagreements over policies are unavoidable.
The real issue is how a govemmert handles them.
Treating professionals and workers with respect is not a
sign of being soft. Tuming every conflict issue into a
bartlefield of confrontation might titillate the egos of
little men handling big power. Our Prime Minister, for
example, fancies himself to be some sort of male
Caribbean version of Mrs. Thatcher, the leading example
of arrogance and authoritarian leadership in a democracy.

The latc Tom Adams of Barbados also operated in
this style and consumed so much of his undoubted
talents in fighting petty issues and making enemies
unnecessarily. But this kind of “macho” approach to
dealing with conflict issues erodes goodwill and destroys
chances of settling minor issues that fester and grow into
major issues.

_:..nmoeoaau:.o:rnau< »n_.aa Sget:ru:
awards made by the Tribunal, the IDT cannot be
considered to be functioning independently. An IDT that
is not functioning independently of government cannot
inspire any trust, confidence or faith in the integrity of
what it does.

This arrogant government and some spineless men in
the IDT have totally discredited the Tribunal mechanism
while trying to make scapegoats of the Junior Doctors.

Whether it is Dr. Gilmour's silly comments about the
CAST-UWI issue, Mr. Seaga’s shouting at the teachers
from his JLP platform, or Mr. Anderson’s distorted
reconstruction of the IDT’s spinlessness, we come away
from all these issues with an image of JLP politicians
who belicve that with enough demagoguery, arrogance
and propaganda they can bully their way over all and
sundry.

_"N time we remind these politicians that they were
elected to serve us and not to push us around.

Democracy demands leaders who behave as if they are
accountable to the people. By so doing they carn public
trust and confidence even when they have to make
unpopular decisions. The JLP government has an entirely
&_mno_.n_z view as to how it should deal .t_..r us. Threats,
bullyism, demagoguery, abuse and intimidatory propa-
ganda are the only currency they deal in,

Should it surprise nawozn that most of us tum off the
radios and televisions when they trytotatk tous?

When this govemment is removed from power it is
going to leave behind a legacy of distrust of govemnment
and a trail of destroyed and enfeebled institutions that
will take some doing to straighten out. The longer we

wait for that day, the m_._d»non will be the institutional

mess left behind. The IDT has now been clearly dumped

on top of that load of administrative mess that a new
. government will have to clean up.

FOREIGN EXCHANGE RATES
BUREAU DE CHANGE

The following are the

THE UNPOPULAR LM.F.

The International Monetary Fund has
been identified in the Third World
and other countries as little more than
a financial policeman. lts conditionali-
ties are deeply unpopular with debtor
nations, and will be down-graded if
other western countries follow the

“1a

ule

nations, such as Britain, have insisted
that Third

World countries
ILM.F. medicine”

must

ke the by

adopting a severe austerity programm
before their debts could be resched-

d.

According to one newspaper, the

lead from London over Nigeria's in- new-found flexibility on debe
debredness 1o the international repayment shown by Mrs. Thatcher
monetary _system. For after the and her Ministers in their ralks with
Nigerian Government had in January the menlu: Foreign Minister
ruled out a deal with the LM.F. in reflected a ‘mqoima@co__nm that it was
respect of the repayment of its USS25  betrer for hird World countrics to

billion ro US$35 billion forcign debts,
the Nigerian Minister of External
Affairs, Protessor Akinyemi, was able
to visit London and ger a kind of
undertaking that London would assist
the Nigerian government by resched-
uling much of its indebtedness ro

wo

Britain.
>nno&m=m to one of Brtain's
leading banks, the time had clearly

come for the LM.F. 10 be moved
from the centre of the debt stage with
its task being taken more and more
by the World Bank, which, according
to the banker, might be called “the
acceptable tace of international capi-
talism.” That bank, whose main aim is

the

rk our their own austerity pro-

rammes than to have the LM.F.
ormula forced down their throats.
This is precisely what Nigeria has
done. Its new military government has
instituted a  very
ﬂ..on_daaa.

severe austerity

bur’ worked out by

igeria and not forced on it by the
LLM.F. The new British view is said to
be linked to a plan being promoted by
the Reagan administration to
encourage commercial banks to lend
more to the Third World.
1t will be interesting to see whether

team which has just visited

Jamaica from the LM.F., the World
Bank and the US AID will come up

to encourage economic development with m_.o_uomu_u which would reduce
is widely perceived in the Third thein exibility of .LM.F. conditionali-
World as ﬂ.u ing a more positive role ties, and give Jamaica a greater
than the LM.F. breathing space in tackling its severe

Until  now, the main creditor

economic problems.

Jamaica passes IMF-test

KINGSTON, March 7 (Jampress)

Jamaica has now satisfied all condi-
tions of the current International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF) Agreements as anticipated
by Prime Minister Seaga in his nationwide
broadcast on February 17. Mr. Seaga had
said in the broadcast that the, economy
was moving “back on track.”

On March 3, the Executive Board of
the IMF approved " Jamaica’s application
for a waiver in respect of the ﬂ_.omnr of
the September 30, 1985 performance cri-
teria for the second quarter. o

In addition, the Government of Jamai- "
-Mission™, visited Jamaica. for two weeks.
“during ‘January and February, and held

-a has satisfied -the pérformance criteria
for_the third quarter which was shifted
from Décember to the end of January by

the IMF mission to Jamaica.

BANK

portto him. -

As a result, the IMF has approved
drawings of SDR (Special Drawing Rights)
26.6 million the equivalent of US$29.79
million which is a part of the programmed
receipts for the year.

Later this month, the team of experts
comprising representatives of the IMF,
World Bank and the United States Agency
for International Development (USAID)
invited by the Prime Minister to review
the Jamaican economy will submit a re-’

.. LAY

. This team called the “Fresh Look

wide-ranging discussions with both™ the
public and private sectors.

OF JAMAICA

Result of Auction
AUCTION DATE THURSDAY, MARCH 20, 1936
AMOUNT AVAILABLE: US$3.5 Million
TOTAL DEMAND: US4.3 Million
TOTAL OC)F—M—N? US$4.2 Million
PERCENTAGE SATISFIED: 83.3.4%
CLEARING RATE: J$5.50 1o USS1.00
NEXT AUCTION: TUESDAY, MARCH 25, 1986

FOREIGN EXCHANGE

transfers only, ni

Cashucemscsesses 377

The following are the buying and selling rates for
leading world currencies (cheques and telegraphic

o cash) being quoted by the

commercial banks for March 21-24, 1986

rates at which Bureaux . BUYING SELLING
De Change will purchase DEUTSCH MARK "US. Dollar 54600  5.5000
forcign currencies for 1/C and Drafts...2.3733 Pound Sterling 80890 82198
.,“.M.a_. uw_...._».w _”89 (S M—————4 Canadian "_V_o__a 38917  3.9554
FRENCH FRA T & T Dollar 1.5167 15278
T/C and Drafs....5.3600  T/C and Drafts z mda French Franc 7865 7943
Cashuwsmrrries 531 Cashssicrmren 62 _ Deutsche Mark 24133 24450
COiNS vaecnseessssereses  5.06 Swiss Franc 2.8744 29155
POUND STERLING  SWISS FRANC Japanese Yen. 0310 0312
T/C and Drafts....7.96%0 ._GNM_U_ and Drafts....2.8244 CASH
Cashunrervesrsssscsmne 781 o 272 With regards to cash transactions the commercial
CAN. DOLLAR . T.T. Dollar

T/Cand Drafts....3.8117 T/C and Drafts....1.5167

banks will purchase currency notes, but at a
furthur reduced price of ]$0.05 to US$1.00 ’



