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Ihr verstorbener Mann
Dr. Jiirgen Hagemann war von
1967 bis 1970 der erste Beauf-
tragte des Deutschen Entwick-
lungsdienstes (DED) fiir die
englisch-sprechende  Karibik
mitSitzin Jamaika.
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Jupilden miissen gefeiert oder zumindest bedacht werden. Deshalb
méchte ich der Nr. 25 des Bulletins der Deutsch-Jamaikanischen
Gesellschaft einige Sdtze voranstellen - sozusagen als langjdhriger
"Herausgeber" also einige wohlgesetzte Worte, ohne die es einfach
nicht geht...

25 Nummern in 1O Jahren = das ist nicht gerade ein Rekord auf

dem Gebiet der Mitteilungsblatter der verschiedenen Solidaritédts-
gruppen fiir die Lidnder der 3.Welt. Der Grund liegt sicher nicht

im Mangel an News von der Karibischen Insel, daran fehlt es nicht,
sondern eher an dem groB8en Arbeitsaufwand, der mit der Erstellung
eines einigermaBen lesenswerten "Bulletins" verbunden ist. Der
groBe Arbeitsaufwand erstreckt sich aus finanziellen Griinden

zu einem guten Teil auf die technische Herstellung, die mit einem
bedeutenden Eigenarbeitsanteil verbunden ist. Flir grdBere Projekte
fehlt dann die Zeit und das Ergebnis befriedigt folglich nicht immer.
Kritik blieb trotzdem in den vergangenen Jahren die Ausnahme.
Liegt's an der abgewogenen "Mischung’oder der *H6flichkeit”der
Leser?

Wenig Gefallen fand das Bulletin allerdings in Jamaika bei einigen
Mitgliedern der "Jamaica-German-Society". Da wurde im letzten
Sommer eine gehdrige Ladung Kritik bei mir abgeladen. Das Jamaika-
bild des Bulletins wurde da als entschieden zu konfliktbeladen

und negativ bezeichnet. Ein Vorwurf, der sicherlich bei jeder
Berichterstattung liber die von schweren sozialen Spannungen ge-
pragten Gesellschaften der 3.Welt ernst gencmmen werden muB. Da
sich das Bulletin aber in erster Linie an Kenner der Insel wendet,
halte ich es fiir gerechtfertigt, die Berichterstattungsschwerpunkte

des "Gleaners", der grdB8ten jamaikanischen Tageszeitung als



redaktionelle Leitlinie des Bulletins zu beniitzen und sie mit
eigenen Artikeln zu e%ﬁnzen oder mit Kommentaren zu versehen.
Alles andere wiirde an der Wirklichkeit der Insel vorbeigehen,

die nun einmal leider oft nicht sehr harmonisch ist.

Aber ich denke, daB in den zurilickliegenden 25 Nummern auch die
angenehmen Seiten des jamaikanischen Lebens nicht zu kurz gekommen
sind und so insgesamt doch der Versuch akzeptiert werden kann,

ein realistisches Bild Jamaikas wiederzugeben. In diesem Sinne
hoffen wir (alle Mitarbeiter der vergangenen Nummern sind gemeint)
auf weiteres Interesse der Leser und natiirlich noch viele Ausgaben

a2

des Bulletins!
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Ref: 0
, ) 75/05 1l9th December, 1986

M& dear Compatriot,

It gives me great pleasure to transmit to you a
copy of our Prime Minister's annual Christmas message to
Jamaican citizens all over the world.

As I forward the Prime Minister's message, I
would like to take the opportunity to express on my
own behalf and on behalf of my wife and all my colleagues
at the Embassy, our sincere wish that you will enjoy a
blessed Christmas and that the New Year will unfold for
you the fulfilment of all your hopes and aspirations.

It is my wish also that you will continue to
fervently keep alive the ties that bind you to your homeland
and other countrymen, always remembering that true
nationhood demands loyalty and patriotism.

Kindest regards.

Yours sincerely,

.4/§§;“;Z\Anws o
/l -

m——E
Glaister G. Duncan, C.D.
Ambassador.

Christmas Message
from

Prime Minister, the Rt. Hon. Edward Seaga

to Jamalcans overseas

Once again, I take much pleasure in extending to
Jamalcans overseas very best wishes for a Happy and Holy
Christmas and for a rewarding New Year.

The Year 1986 has been one of mixed fortunes for
Jamailca. The devastation of the flood rains in June will not
soon be forgotten as many Jamaicans are still putting their
lives back together after that terrible experience. But
even that tragic occurrence was not without its positive
slde, for news of the disaster gave rise to an outpouring
of sympathy and togetherness from Jamaicans all over the
world who responded to the call for assistance in most
thoughtful and tangible ways.

To you we owe a debt of gratitude and I take this
opportunity once again of expressing the deep appreciation
of your brothers and sisters at home here in Jamaica.

The year which is drawing to a close has happily
seen the virtual end of the period of structural ad justment
to the economy when the nation was called upon to make
considerable sacrifices in order that a sound foundation
could be laid for the future.



Now we are beginning to reap the fruits of our sacrifice
and our labour as the economy begins to move increasingly
in the right direction. Over the past year, all the major
economic indicators have been showing improvement, and with
the climate of stability which we have been able to achieve
and maintain, we shall, with the help of the Almighty,
look forward to moving very shortly into a new year of continued
soclal improvements and economic growth.

No year in the history of modern Jamaica has been
without its difficulties, but thils year we are heartened by
the increasingly evident signs of recovery and growth.

To a considerable extent prices have stabilized, our
balance of payments position has improved, investment flows
are strong and sustained, the stock exchange 1is showing
unprecedented growth and vitality, confidence in the future
remains strong, and the economy is growing. We can now
boast the fastest growing garment export industry in the
world, tourism is enjoying record year, agriculture continues
to be the dynamic centre of new investment, the bauxite/
alumina sector is being revitalised, the unemployment rate,
interest rate and rate of inflation continue to fall, the
streets are clean once again and flowers, trees and fountains
are heralding the return of Jamaica to being one of the most
beautifil islands in all the world.

1987 will indeed be a very special year for all of
us as we will celebrate 25 years of independence and the
centenary of the birthday of our first national hero, the R%.
Excellent Marcus Moslah Garvey, events in which we hope to

involve all of you in some way.

Already we have been receiving strong and clear signals
that the Jamaican community overseas is very much looking
forward to participating fully in what will be very special
family celebrations on a national scale.

I know that traditionally as many of you as possible
return home over the Christmas season to share with us the
speclal joys ,of the Jamaican Christmas, and that even those
who for one reason or another are unable to make it home this
year are still very much with us in spirit. On this occasion,
however, I trust that those whom we do not see over this
Chgistmas season will be with us for the celebrations in
1907, ’

In any event, ever mindful of the Jamaican presence
all over the world, you may be sure that wherever you are,
you will have your opportunity to be involved in the observance
of these two memorable milestones which we celebrate next
year.

And so, in extending seasons greetings for 1986, may
I take this opportunity once again on behalf of the
Government and people of Jamaica of thanking you for the
part you continue to play in keeping alive the ties which
bind us wherever we happen to be.

We in Jamalca for our part will be making sure that
we continue to reach out and stay in touch despite the many
miles which separate us.

Edward Seaga
Prime Minister.
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Die ,Deutsch-Jamaikanische Gesellschaft®

ST Konigswinter. Seit genau
zehn Jahren besteht sie nun:
Die Deutsch-Jamaikanische
Gesellschaft. Dieses erste Jahr-
zehnt feierten die Jamaikaner
und Jamaikanerinnen sowie die
deutschen Angehorigen dieser
Gesellschaft in der Aula des

Konigswinterer Schulzen-
trums.

Eingeladen nach Kdnigswin-
ter hatte die SPD-Kommunal-
politikerin Inge Hagemann. Sie
gehorte vor zehn Jahren zu den
Mitbegriinderinnen dieser Ver-

einigung.
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feierte in der Aula des Schulzentrums ihr 10jahriges Bestehen

Ihr verstorbener Mann
Dr. Jiirgen Hagemann war von
1967 bis 1970 der ersie Beauf-
tragte des Deutschen Entwick-
lungsdienstes (DED) fiir die

englisch-sprechende  Karibik
mit Sitz in Jamaika.
Die Gesellschaft hat sich zum

Ziel gesetzt, die Beziehungen
zwischen der Bundesrepublik
Deutschland und Jamaika im
politischen, kulturellen, wirt-
schaftlichen und geselilschaftli-
chem Bereich zu vertiefen und
auszuweiten.

AuBlerdem betrachtet es die
Gesellschaft als ihre Aufgabe,
so Inge Hagemann, im Rahmen
der privaten Entwicklungshilfe
Projekte in Jamaika zu unter-
stiitzen.

Kurz vor Beginn der Feier-
lichkeiten muBite Seine Exzel-
lenz, der Botschafter von Ja-
maika, Mr. Glaister Duncan,
seine Teilnahme absagen, da er
dringend nach Jamaika beor-
dert wurde.

Dafiir schickte er seine Stell-
vertreterin. Sie und der Priisi-
dent der Deutsch-Jamaikani-
schen Gesellschaft, Dietmar
Krehl, eriffneten dann die Ju-
bildumsfeier. Der Biirgermei-
ster der Stadt Konigswinter,
Giinter Hank, begriiBte die Teil-
nehmer, darunter auch die kaf-
feebraunen Schonheiten in exo-

. tischen Gewéndern.

Hank freute sich besonders
dariiber, daB es solche Freund-
schaftsvereinigungen gibt, die
zur Vélkerverstiindigung bei-
tragen. Obwohl er noch nie in
Jamaika war, sprach er sich
lobend iiber Land und Leute
aus.

Gerade am Vormittag dieses
Festtages habe er in einer
deutschen Tageszeitung, der
Bonner Rundschau, einen Be-
richt iiber Land, Leute und

‘er den Gisten

Landschaft gelesen und dabei
erfahren, daB zum Beispiel die
Idee der Hiéingematten aus Ja-
maika kéime.

In Erinnerung an die Sieben-
gebirgslandschaft iiberreichte
anschlieBend
eine Kiste, gefiillt mit erlesenen
Siebengebirgsweinen. Promi-
nente Giste aus Jamaika sowie
Jamaikaner und Jamaikanerin-
nen und deutsche Freunde die-
ses karibischen Landes waren
eigens aus ihrer Heimat und der
Bundesrepublik nach Konigs-
winter gereist. Zur BegriiBung
gab es das Nationalgetriink aus
Jamaika: Rumpunsch, eine Mi-
schung aus mehreren Frucht-
siften und Rum.

Aber auch Essensspezialiti-
ten aus der Karibik wurden
angeboten. Nach einem sehr
interessanten Film iiber Jamai-
ka konnte in der Aula, die mit
den Landesfahnen von Jamai-
ka, der Bundesrepublik, Nord-
rhein-Westfalens und der Stadt
Konigswinter geschmiickt war,
zu jamaikanischer Musik ge-
tanzt werden, eine Disco nach
Art .des Freundeslandes, eine
.Reggae-Disco®, die auf reges
Interesse bei den zahlreichen
Giisten stieB.

Der Hohepunkt des Abends
war die Tombola. Hauptpreis
hierbei war ein Flug fiir zwei
Personen innerhalb Europas.
Der Erlos des Jubildumsabends
soll der Finanzierung von Pro-
jekten der Deutsch-Jamaikani-
schen Gesellschaft auf der Ka-
ribik-Insel zufliefen.



Mit Raggae
und Rumpunsch

KONIGSWINTER. (ro) lhr zehn-
jahriges Bestehen feierte die
Deutsch-Jamaikanische Gesell-
schaft in der Aula des Schulzen-
trums. Schriftfhrerin Inge Ha-
gemann hatte es arrangiert, daB
ausgerechnet die Drachenfels-
stadt Ort der Handlung wurde.

Rumpunsch, jamaikanische Es-
sensspezialitdten, Reggae und
ein Film Ober Jamaika: Das wa-
ren die ,,Zutaten” fur das Fest,
zu dem zahlreiche Mitglieder
aus der gesamten Bundesrepu-
blik gekommen waren. Prési-
dent Dietmar Krehl konnte Maxi-
me Roberts als Vertretung des
Botschafters begriBen. Barger-
meister GOnter Hank Gberbrach-
te die guten Winsche der Stadt.

anw
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Eine reichhaltge Tombola lockte die Festteilnehmer. 1/36

Deutsch-jamaikanische Gesellschaft in Kénigswinter

Rt At yvanges

fiir den Botschafter an der Veranstaltung teil. 2~

L
solle, zum andé¥en eine seiner, Ansicht nach

MAXINE ROBERTS (Mitte) nahm stellvertretend

. Konigswinter. (bp) Aus ganz Deutschland
waren sie in die Aula des Schulzentrums von

" Foto: Groote

Erfahrungen einiger ihrer etwa 130 Mitglie-

Konigswinter gekommen, um den Geburtstag
ihrer Gesellschaft zu feiern. Zehn Jahre
besteht sie in diesem Jahr, die deutsch-jamai-
kanische Gesellschaft. Sie hat sich zum Ziel

gesetzt, die Beziehungen zwischen der Bun-

desrepublik Deutschland und Jamaica im
politischen, kulturellen, wirtschaftlichen und
gesellschaftlichen Bereich zu vertiefen. Zu-
dem sieht sie es als ihre Aufgabe, im Rahmen
der privaten Entwicklungshilfe Projekte in
Jamaica zu fordern. Hierbei kann sie auf die

der zuriickgreifen, die als Entwicklungshelfer
bereits langere Zeit in Jamaika lebten und die
spezifischen Probleme vor Ort kennen. Eroff-
net wurde die Feier vom Priisidenten der
Gesellschaft, Dietmar Krehl, ehe in Vertre-
tung des jamaikanischen Botschafters Maxi-
ne Roberts ein GruBwort sprach. Im Namen
der Stadt hief Biirgermeister Giinter Hank
die Anwesenden’ willkommen. Zwei Dinge
erschienen ihm beziiglich Jamaikas beson-
ders bemerkenswert. Zum einen die Toleranz,
die, so habe er gelesen, in Jamaika herrschen

sehr wichtige Erfindung. ,Wichtig, so glaube
ich, gerade auch fiir Beamte, wenn ich auch
weil, daB die das jetzt nicht so gerne héren. In
Jamaika wurde nimlich die Hangematte
erfunden.“ Neben Rumpunsch und jamaikani-
schen Essens-Spezialititen wurden ein Film
liber Jamaica sowie eine Reggae-Disco gebo-
ten. Hohepunkt des Abends war die Tombola,
deren Erlos, ebenso wie der Erlés der
Verkaufsstinde jamaikanischer Produkte,
‘Projekten der Deutsch-Jamaikanischen
sellschaft in Jamaica zufliefit. - . :
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SEAGA TO RESIGN AS
JLP HEAD?

Party next year.

seek re-election.

was mentioned.

PRIME MINISTER Edward Seaga has
announced he will not be seeking
re-election as leader of the Jamaica Labour

Mr. Seaga was speaking at his party’s
two-day retreat at the Wyndham Hotel in
New Kingston yesterday when he made
this startling declaration. The party voted
unanimously not to accept his decision
and reconfirmed its confidence in Mr.
Seaga’s leadership and their support of
programmes undertaken.

Mr. Seaga said that in keeping with the
undertaking on July 29 on his policies of
Government leadership, 17 changes
within Parliament would be made. Of
these, twelve were already settled
including some who had indicated not to

REVIEW

He stated in addition this week that he
will be reshuffling his Cabinet. It was at this
point that the review of his leadership at
the next JLP Conference in August 1987

This was aganst the backeground of
the poor showing by the Party in the
recent Local Government electnions
which saw the loss or control of the
Pansh Councils. .

The general feeling of the rerrear.
according to inside sources, was that
although the Government had eco-

OCTOBER 12 participants that he was resigning nomic and social programmes in
PRIME MINISTER as Leader of rthe Party with a place for the poorer classes of ﬂeo—
EDWARD SEAGA year's notice. ple, they were not benefitting these

yesterday gave notice of
his intention not to seek
re-election as Leader of
the Jamaica Labour Par-
ty in November, and also
to resign as Prime Min-
ister in 'August,” 1987,
sending ripples through
the Party’s week-end re-
treat at the Wyndham

Hotel in New Kingston.

Mr. Seaga, the Gleaner under-
stands, left the afternoon session
of the retrear after informing the

This is the third time thar Mr. SenEn
has opted to step down from the
helm of the Party. He did so in the
early and late "70s.

After hours of debate which brought
some members to visible exhaustion,
the Central Executive of the Party
resolved ro ask the Prime Minister to
stay on at the helm of the Party,

. .quelling widespread speculation thar

he was steadily losing control.

- Mr. Seaga’s policies and programmes
had come under fire from irate mem-

bers of the Party, mainly Parliamen-
tary back-benchers and a few
frontline Ministers, when the retrear,
at its session on Saturday, looked
closely at the Government’s econom-
ic strategy and how this had affected
the electorate.

classes of people. Top in the minds
of many ar the meeting was the need
for an immediate Cabiner re-shuffle.
A statement issued by the Party last
night said that an undertaking ro re-
shuffle the Cabiner was given by the
Prime Minister to the Retrear.

Yesterday was reserved for examin-
ing what steps should be rtaken rto
ensure thar the policies reach the

. masses of the people. Retreat partici-

pants had taken the Prime Minister
at his word after the Local Govern-
ment elections that he would look ar
the whole question of the Party’s
olicies and leadership.
n fact, according to iey sources, the
retreat  formally received reports
from Members of Parliament on the
reasons for the Party’s failure ar the

- polls, which reports indicared that

there was a need for the Party 1o
make its leadership and policy pres-
ence felr at the grass-roots.

.



Mixed reaction to PM’s move

JAMAICA LABOUR PARTY officials
were confinuing their efforts up to
late last night to get Prime Minister
Edward Seaga fo raconsider his deci-
sion to resign as Leader of the Party.

Meanwhile, reaction 1o Mr. Seaga’s
surprise move been mixed, with
some political observers regarding it as
a tactical move on his part to strength-
en his position as P leader, while
others view it as an indication of signs
of division in the ranks of the Party
among the top echelon.

A Jamaica House kesman said
last night that the Pnme Minister’s
office been inundated with tele-
phone calls, urging him to review his
decision. . .

Reactions came from two other
political parties. .

The People’s National Party issued
a statement, following telephone con-
sultations with the President, Mr. Mi-
chael Manley, now in d, in
which it described Mr. Seaga’s move as

“farce” and made a call for the .

a
immediate holding of a General Elec-
tion. :

The Worker’s Party of Jamaica

(WP]) termed Mr. Seaga’s decision a
“bluff” and also call:ls?or a General
Election.

A small group of persons demon-
strated - outside Jamaica House yester-
day, urging Mr. 1o stay. The
placarding— earing group, from West
Central St. Andrew Constituency of
Mr. Ferdie Yap, said,_ according to

them, if there was no “Seaga” there
was no “JLP”.

The group was addressed by the
Hon. Neville Gallimore, a close ally of
Mr. Sm togl them thﬁtreg orts
were sti made to get Mr. Seaga
to back .down.

An emergency meeting of the
Standing Committee of the Party was
still in progress last night to further
develop proposals to put before Mr.

Seaga so as to convince him to remain. .

This meeting followed an carlier one
which took pl at Jamaica House
under the chairmanship of Party Chair-
man, the Hon. Bruce Golding.

But the Gleaner understands that
the desire to get Mr. Seaga to back off
his position is not shared by all the the
Party’s leadership. Sources said yester-
day that some members of the lead-
ership are of the view that Mr.
was_only seeking to shore up his
waning popularity in the Party in order
to carry out a crucial Cabinet re-
shuffle without including himself.

Party sources feel that the re-shuffle
would give Mr. Seaga a chance 1o
finally crush dissenting voices within
the top echelon of the Pany who
would not necessarily want to support
Mr. Seaga’s agreement with the Inter-
national Monetary Fund.

A Jamaica House spokesman said
yesterday that there were “peaceful
demonstrations” at the Jamaica Labour
Party headquarters as well as at Party
offices islandwide. However, when the
Gleaner visited the JLP headquarters

‘yesterday’s meetin,
zvhich \zas chalm:F by
Seaga  Minister, the Rt. Hon. Hugh

and surrounding areas there were no
demonstrating groups in si%ht, only a
handgul of people on the Party com-
pound.

The North West St. Elizabeth con-
stituency committee telegraphed the
Prime Minister, requesting him to re-
consider his decision to leave at this
“crucial time” in the country’s devel-
opment. The committee said Mr. Se:ga
continued to enjoy their total confi-
dence. .

The Jamaica House spokesman said .
that there had been intense pressure
mounting from interest groups and
members of the business community.
The spokesman did not say for what
purpose the “intense pressure” was
mounting. - -

According ‘to the spokesman, at
of the Cabiner,

Deputy Prime
Shearer,
the Ministers indicated their full sup-

ort for any changes which the Prime

inister mght wish to make in the
exercise of his prerogative to make
changes in the Cabinet.

A key Party source said last niﬁlln
that Mr. Seaga, who was rredly
“really emotionally exhausted”, was
under no obligation or stricture Ly the
Pal:?' in the marter of a Cabinet re-
shuffle. :

“Nothing else has changed up to
now,” the source said, adding that the
resolution which was d at the
Retreat on Sunday night, not accepting
his m‘ifnadon and asking him to stay
on, had been handed to Mr. Seaga.

...A farce, says PNP

REACTING to the announcement of
the resignation of Mr. Seaga as leader
of the Jamaica Labour Party, the Peo-
ple’s National Party yesterday de-
scribed the situation as a farce and
called for General Elections immedi-
ately.

Mr. P.J. Parterson, Chairman of the
PNP, issued a statement on behalf of
the Party Executive and after consulta-
tion by telephone with the Party Lead-

er, Mr. Michael Manley, who is in
England.

Following is the the
statement:

“The People’s National Party re-
jects the announcements by Mr. Ed-
ward Seaga to resign as Leader of the
Jamaica Labour Party in November
1986 but to remain in office as Prime
Minister of Jamaica until August 1987
as a farce and calls for the immediate

text  of

holding of General Elections.

“The obvious crisis of leadership
extends well bevond the boundaries of
a purely internal squabble within the
JLB for supremacy and must undoubt-
edly affect stability within the country
and further erode confidence in the
Government.

“The JLP undoubtedly have the
right to choose its own Leader or to

(Cont’d on Page 12)°

...A farce,

(Cont’d from Page 7)

refuse to accept Mr. Seaga's decision
to seck re-election. It is the country,
however, which has the right to
choose the National Leader and to
insist that one who has clearly forfeit-
cd support and the right to office as
Prime Minister demit now.

“The entire country, has already
passed a loud and resounding verdict
on July 29 when Seaga's leadcmhir of
the country was soundly repudiated.

“This is not the first occasion that
Mr. Seaga has adopted some political
manoeuvre to arrogate absolute power
within his own Party to do as he
pleases. This may be acceptable to his
weak-kneed and supine foglowcts who
will ‘tow-tow’ and soon, on bended
knees, profess oaths of allefinnce and
pledges of unswerving loyalty despite
their own consciences and their find-
ings from a dwindling band of JLP
loyalists that Seaga must go.

“The rest of Jamaica will not accept
this. The PNP regards this latest ploy
as a hoax to delay Seaga’s inevitable
defeat while the country continues to
haemorhage.

says PNP

“The Party condemands Mr. Seaga’s
latest  device to maintain  office as
Prime Minister until August 1987 cont-
rary to the wishes of the electorate and
in utter disregard for the welfare of the
nation. This will only plunge the coun-
try into further uncertainty and create
more confusion in the unprecedented
political situation which now exists
during the onc-party Parliament.

“By what device, authority or prece-
dent docs he contemplate remaining in
office as Prime Minister nine months
after he has called upon his own Party
to sclect another Leader?

“If he is unfit and withour the
support necessary to lead the Jamaica
Labour Party, what then renders him

fit or capable to lead the country one
day longer?

“The PNP Executive demands that -
Mr. Seaga abandon this latest charade
to divert national attention from the
critical economic and social turmoil he
has created. The entire country will
not be used as a pawn in Seaga's
conflict with his Party colleagues or his
embattled negotiations with the IMF.

“The Party Executive, like most of
Jamaica, regards the proposed Cabinet
reshuffle as ‘pure face-card’. To
shuffle them around will fool no one.
All members of the Cabinet have
shared collective responsibility these
?ast six years. All are equally to blame
or the disastrous policies that have
been implemented.

. “Two weeks before the July elec-
tions, Mr. Seaga publicly expressed full
confidence in their respective perfor-
mances and insisted they were all in
the right places. If he has re-assessed
all this in the light of the sweeping July
defeat, he cannot exempt himself.

“If he is satisfied that some must go
now, he must also accept as Leader the
final responsibility for their dismal
performance and also go with them at
the same time.

“All over Jamaica it is realised that
the Government led by Mr. Seaga has
been an abject failure. That he has
been forced to this latest stunt in an
open confession of his own incompe-
tence and a public admission of failure.

“The right to choose a new Leader
cannot be confined to the JLP in
November. The country is also entitled
to choose the National Leader now. It
is imperative that the cS:veol:ole be allow-
ed to do this without delay.

“The entire predicament can only
be resolved by the calling of General
Elections now to enable the choice of
a Government with a fresh and clear
mandate.”



/ FOR THE RECORD
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Seaga reshuffles Jamaican cabinet

SHIFT IN STYLE RATHER THAN POLICY, SAY OBSERVERS

Still smarting from the defeat of the
ruling Jamaica Labour Party (JLP) in
municipal elections on 29 July, when
the opposition People’'s National
Party (PNP) took a 58% share of the
vote (RC-86-07), prime minister
Edward Seaga has announced the
first major cabinet reshuffle since he
took office in 1980.

The announcement came soon
after party members urged him to
reconsider his declared intention
to step down as JLP leader in
November and as prime minister in
August 1987. This was dismissed
as an attempt to rally the party
behind him by the PNP, which has
described the cabinet reshuffle
as an act of ‘political cynicism
and desperation’.

Seaga himself says the ‘restruc-
tured cabinet is now stronger and
better able to perform its duties,
having benefited from the experience
gained over the past six years'. The
initial reaction of political analysts
is that the reshuffle does not signal
a major shift in policy, but is an
attempt to change leadership style
to placate adverse public opinion.

Under fire recently for a human
rights report critical of the island's
police force, Seaga has dropped
national security and justice minister
Winston Spaulding. Spauiding's
portfolios are now being shared
bewwsen Crrol Anderson, the oublic

service minister who is taking over
national security, and Oswald
Harding, a former minister without
portfolio at the foreign ministry who

is the new justice minister and

attorney-general. .

Replacing Anderson as public
service minister is trade unionist
Clifton Stone, the only newcomer to
the cabinet.

Demoted in the reshuffle is Douglas
Vaz, formerly the industry and
commerce minister, who has been
made a minister without portfolio
under deputy prime minister Hugh
Shearer, now heading a new 'super-
ministry’ taking in both Shearer’s old
foreign affairs and Vaz' industry and
commerce ministries.

Prime minister Seaga, who retains
the finance and planning portfolios,
says Shearer's ministry is being
developed to improve ‘our refation-
ship with the manufacturing and
commercial sectors at the senior
leadership level’. The appointment
‘of Shearer, a former prime minister
and trade unlon leader, will relieve
the prime minister of- much of this
responsibility, Seaga notes.

The new ministry will be respons:
ible for the Jamaica National
Export Corporation (JNEC), formerly
under Shearer, the Jamaica
National Investment Promotions,
previously answerable to Seaga, as
well as free zones, until now under
the public utllities and transport
minister.

In a significant exchange, educa-
tion minister Mavis Gilmour, who
presided over a bitter quarrel
between the government and
teachers earlier this year, has been
replaced by social security minister
Neville Gallimore. Gilmour now
heads the social security and con-
sumer affairs ministry.

The new cabinet is as follows:

O Prime Minister, finance, planning:
Edward Seaga.

O Deputy prime minister, foreign
affairs, industry and commerce:
Hugh Shearer.

O Construction: Bruce Golring.

O Public utilities and transport:
Pearnel Charles.

O Agriculture: Percival Broderick.

O Justice and attorney-general:
Oswald Harding.

O National security: Errol Anderson.
O Labour: James Smith,

O Public service: Clifton Stone.

O Education: Neville Gallimore.

0O Social security and consumer
affairs: Mavis Gilmour.

0 Health: Kenneth Baugh.

O Mining, energy and tourism: Hugh
Hart.

O Youth and community develop-
ment: Edmund Bartlett.

0 Local government: Neville Lewis.
O Without portfolio (foreign affairs
and industry): Douglas Vaz.
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Seaga: ‘Give me time..."

SPEAKING PUBLICLY for the second
time since his ‘bombshell’ announce-
ment Sunday of his resignation, Prime
Minister Edward Seaga said yesterday
that he needed time to respond to calls
for him to reconsider his decision.

“I know that your feelings are deep
enough that you want to have answers
now bur everything has to take its
place and its time, and | can’t give you
those answers now,” he rold hundreds
of demonstrators outside Jamaica
House.

“Please be patient and wait on me;
and as soon as it is possible for me to
give you those answers, | will. Bur I
ask you to be patient,” he said.

The demonstrators carried placards
and sang party songs until the Prime
Minister emerged and addressed them.
They came from several areas of
Kingston as well as from St. Catherine.

Some of the placards read: “We Want
Eddic™, “The Strects Are Clean™, “Our
Conscious Leader™.

Mr. Seaga decided to leave a meer-
ing he was having and address the
crowd after they persisted with their
songs and dancing outside Jamaica
House demanding to hear from him.

“The deep concern that has been
expressed by everyone and the strength
of support thar has been given 10 me
will naturally be foremost in my mind

when the assignment of the restructur-
ing of the Cabinet is complered. It is
only then that | will be in a position to
deal with the other problems arising
out of the announcement that | made
on Sunday,” he said..

“In the meantime, | know that you
have come here to make your point
and you have made that point; and
that in doing thar you have placed

yourself in the hear of the sun, which
you are enduring is a sign of the
support that 'you are giving. Havin
made your point, pleasc be assure,
that 1 have taken that into full consid-
eration and I will, as soon as possible,
give you an answer. Having made your
point, | wouldn’t want you to stay out
in the sun very long. I will give you the
answer at an appropriate time."

A Jamaice House news release last
night said that following the demon-
stration, Mr.Seaga received visits from
representatives of the business and
sporting sectors as well as the clergy.
The groups expressed “deep concern”
about his intention to resign and ex-
pressed the hope that he would recon-
sider his position.

Jamaica House also said thar tele-
grams, telephone calls and flowers
were pouring into the Prime Minister's
Office from local and overseaswell-

wishers, who have pledged their sup-
port for him and have urged him to
withdraw his resignation, “as the coun-
try urgently needs him to continue the
good work that he has been doing.”

The group of clergymen prayed
with the Prime Minister after their
meeting, the news release said.

Mr.Seaga also held further dis-
cussions with the Deputy Prime Min-
ister, the Rt. Hon. Hugh Shearer, and
the Chairman of the Jamaica Labour
Party, the Hon. Bruce Golding, about
his intentions.

Mr. Seaga first broke his silence on
Tuesday night when he had a meeting
with his West Kingston constituents at
the Tivoli Gardens' Community
Centre, at which he reassured them
that he had no intention of giving up
his scat in Parliamen.

Mr. Seaga told the constituents thar
his decision to resign had nothing to

do with the constituency, and he ex-
pressed his gratitude for their support.

What was imporant, he said, was
not whether he remained as Prime
Minister or as leader of the JLP, bur
that the party won the next General
Elecrions.

There had been no “power play™
within the party and nobody was seek-
ing his position, he said. He also said
that his decision was not the result of
any threat or rivalry within the parry,
as most senior members had “particu-
larly given (him) the strongest suppor
throughout, and not just now."

Mr. Seaga also said he was now
placed in a “very difficult position™, as
when he had taken the decision to
resign he did nor expect the kind of
reaction he had received or that he
would have been so pressured to re-
consider.



