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EAreUNYICTion of a known criminal,

call 92-7778.No need to tell us your name,
just tell us what you know.

Being a policeman is a tough job. And
it’s never been tougher.

Help make a tough job easier.

Support the Police.

Deutsch-Jamaikanische Gesellschaft |




In eigener Sache,

Das erste Bulletin des Jahres 88 liegt vor Ihnen - 1988, ein

- Jahr das mit Sicherheit in die Geschichte Jamaikas eingehen
wird, denn die Insel steuert auf einen Wahlkampf zu, der

‘seine Spuren hinterlassen wird! Dies gilt nicht so sehr fiir die
politische Auseinandersetzung auf programmatischer Ebene
zwischen PNP und J1P, sondern in erster Linie flir die duBeren
Umsténde des Wahlkampfes. Hier 1&Bt der Anfang'nichts Gutes
, erhoffen. Eine selbst filir Jamaika erschreckende Welle der

~ Kriminalitdt tUberzieht das Land.

-:'In der Folge des internationalen Drogenhandels ist der Unter-

grund der Insel bis an die Zihne hochgerilistet und wartet
scheinbar nur darauf im Zuge des Wahlkampfes die Karten neu
zu mischen. Es ist miiBig darauf zu hoffen, daB Apelle der
Parteien oder ein verschdrftes Vorgehen von Polizei und
Armee den grofen "shoot-out" verhindern kodnnten. Bei einem
Wahlkampf in der Karibik kann die &ffentliche Ordnung sich
nur mihsam iber Wasser halten - zu grof ist da die Versuchung,
alle mdglichen Rechnungen auch noch zu begleichen.
Die'Wahlprogramme der Parteien sind noch nicht klar er-
-kenntlich; Der Termin ist ebenfalls noch offen. Die nachste
Nummer des Bulletins kann da sicherlich mehr bieten. Ein
Rickblick auf die Seaga-Jahre steht ebenfalls an. Uber
eventuell kurzfristig angesetzte Neuwahlen werden wir wieder

in einer Sondernummer berichten.

J.W.
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HE MINISTER OF National

Security, the Hon. Errol An-
derson, has said the country
was now confronted with a
crime problem that had taken a
“colossal” shape that was not
natural to national taste and
interest.

Crime and violence, he said, did
not “spring on us like a jack-in-the-
box".

“It was with us for a long time, being
nurtured by indiscipline, greed and a
general breakdown of principles and
respect, an exposure to foreign values”.

Mr. Anderson was addressing the
annual conference of United District
Constables' Association at Oceana Ho-
tel, Kingston, on Friday last.

The security forces had -been
stretched in fighting this "demon”, and
they had done well, considering their
limited financial and other resources.

Mr. Anderson said that because the
monster of crime, and violence, grew
out of the community, it could only be
successfully tackled through total com-
munity effort, involving co-operation of

all sections of the security forces, and
every community.

The Minister said a big problem fac-
ing the police in the solving of crimes
was the reluctance of witnesses to give
statements, attend identification pa-
rades, and provide evidence in court.

Mr. Anderson said the fight against
crime could not be dismissed as simply
a job for the security forces.

It was a national fight that invoived
every person.

He said: “Every witness to a crime,
however petty, has o responsibility to
the community and the nation, to come
forward, and support the police”.

The responsibility was there to give
statements to the police, and once the
police had apprehended criminal sus-
pects, the onus was on the witness to
identify the person and give evidence in
court.

Mr. Anderson said any person who
had information on criminal activity,
did not live up to his/her responsibility
to assist the security forces, and had no
right to condemn the level of criminal
activity “for he has failed to be a part
of the solution".

He put it this way: “Witnesses to
crimes are like the jaw; the police

praovide the food; the law already has
teeth, and with the support of the wit-
nesses the law can, and will bite hard”.

Mr. Anderson said. his Ministry

UNITY AGAINST CRIME: Minister of National Security, Mr.
Errol Anderson, addressing the annual conference of the
United District Constables’ Association at the Oceana

Hotel, Kingston. He said the security forces, with limited
resources were containing crime, but to fully eradicate it,
community co-operation was necessary.
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would always give priority to the pro-
tection of key witnesses in sensitive
cases, and there was the need to build
good community relations between the

public and the security forces, in which
District Constables who had the grass-
roots link to communities, had a great
part to play.




CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM
PRIME MINISTER THE RT. HON. EDWARD SEAGA

DECEMBER, 1987

As we approach the close of 1987, we look back on a year in
which the nation came together to give thanks and praise for
having attained 25 years of independence, and to celebrate the
centenery of the birth of our first national hero, the Right

Excellent Marcus Mosiah Garvey.

In today's fast-changigg world with all its pressures and
problems, we as Jamaicans have to be thankful that we have come
through the testing times of our first 25 years as a sovereign
nation with our institutions and our national motto - "Out of

many, one people" - intact.

Happily, we have been able to share our celebrations with
the Jamaican community overseas, notably in the United States of
America, in Canada and in the United Kingdom. We have made a
special effort to keep in touch with our brothers and sisters
abroad by means of personal visits and cultural exchanges, as

there is always a special place in our hearts for them.

Christmas, coming as it does at the end of the year, is as
much a time for reflection as for celebration. Inevitably, that
reflection must involve some assessment of where we are as a
nation today. For a balanced view, we must take into consideration
not only our own perceptions but the more objective assessment

of external judges of our progress.

During 1987 we have had the satisfaction of seeing our efforts
of the past few years rewarded, as the economy is once again

growing - and this time at the fastest rate of any nation in this

/region.



region. As a result of our combined efforts:
- investment has substantially increased,
- inflation is down and has been brought under
control,
- our financial position has been impressively
strengthened
- and, best of all, unemployment has fallen to

its lowest level in twelve years.

All in all, the economy is in the best shape it has been in
since 1972 and is now providing some resources for us to deal
with those programmes of work that have been neglected for some

ten years.

The achievements of our economy this year are the results
of our united efforts; and I take this opportunity to express
my personal gratitude to each and every one for the patient
endurance of harsh austerity, the hard work and the sacrifice
which have made our progress possible. Together we have made
a reality of what only a short while ago was only a questionable

dream.

Of course, this is just the beginning. We must now apply
further management in order to maintain our pace of growth.
We must also now give our attention to those areas where pro-
gress has been less rapid, so that all sectors of our society

can participate in reaping the gains.

As 1987 draws to its close, Jamaicans, particularly those
living and working in urban centres, can also take pride in
the improvement of the environment. Our parks and gardens
have taken on a new beauty of their own; and the cleanliness

of our streets and lanes signals an increasingly better quality

/of E’
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of life which we all desire for ourselves and our children.

Perhaps nowhere has the restored image of Jamaica paid
more immediate dividends than in the phenomenal recovery of
our tourism industry. Again, as Jamaicans, we all share in the
achievement of the target to welcome to our shores the one |
millionth visitor for the first time in any one year. Indeeqd,
this is an appropriate time for us to rededicate ourselves
to ensuring that everything is done to keep this most vitally

important industry growing from strength to strength.

When all is said and done, Christmas is most of all a
personal occasion. It is the time of the year when we pause
to share with friends and relatives the warm feeling of together-
ness and belonging which forms the very basis of Jamaican life.
We must remember, too, that at this Christmas time sharing has
to be matched by caring; and those of us who are able to do so
must show concern in tangible ways for our less fortunate
brothers and sisters who, for whatever reason, look to us to

provide them with some measure of Christmas cheer.

As a Christian nation, we are a people with a caring heart;
and as members of one Jamaican family, we should seek to par-
ticipate fully in those events which enable us to share with
those who are less fortunate by helping to make their Christ-

mas season more cheerful.

Finally, I must mention especially the members of our
security forces who are working tirelessly around the clock
to ensure that so far as it lies within their power Christmas
1987 will be a happy and peaceful one. At this time of the
year, many members of the security forces have to work while

others enjoy the festivities of the season; and I think it 7
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only fitting that special tribute should be paid to them for
the part which they are playing in ensuring that the holiday
season is peaceful and enjoyable for ourselves as Jamaicans

and for our visitors and family from abroad whom we welcome

most warmly.

I wish each and everyone of you a happy and a holy Christmas

and God's richest blessings over the holiday season.

= Jamaica Information Service

News Update

el )

USSSOM DEBT RESCHEDULED

Prime Minister Edward Seaga and United States Ambassador to Jamaica

Michael Sotirhos signed an agreement this week for the rescheduling of US
$S5M of external debt under the 1987 Paris club rescheduling agreement.

The signing tock place at Jamaica House.

The amount covers 100 percent of principal and 85 percent of interest
which falls due over the period December 31, 1986 and March 31, 1988.

As an umbrella agreement, the rescheduling covers loans which have been
made to Jamaica by several United States agencies including the United
States Agency of Internaticnal Development (USAID), Housing Investment
Guarantee, the US Department of Defence, the US Exim Bank, the Credit
Cammodity Corporation and the PL 480 Agreement.

JAMAICAN FOLK B8INGERS FOR COSTA RICA DECEMBER 8-14

The Jamaican folk singers will visit Costa Rica from December

8-14 as part of the 25th Anniversary of the Independence of
Jamaica.

There is a large number of Costa Ricans with strong Jamaican
family ties and for sometime, both countries have been
co-operative to strengthen cultural ties.

Last year December, two members of the Art and Culture Division
of the Office of the Prime Minister visited Costa Rica to start a
memory bank at the request of the Government of that country.

The project is designed to make young Costa Ricans more aware of
their heritage in the performing arts.
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SEAGA OUTLINES REASONS FOR CHAOTIC PERFORMANCE OF WORLD ECONO&Y

Jamaica's Prime Minister Edward Seaga has cited recent moves by
the United States Congress toward protectionism, the depressed
level of current world trade, and unsustainable trade and budget
deficits in the US economy as some of the principal causes for
the "chaotic performance of the international economy".

Mr Seaga was speaking at the closing ceremony of the conference
on the Caribbean, held in Miami this week.

Mr Seaga said that for world trade to grow from the 2.5 percent
annually of the 1980s, "as against 5 percent in the 70s and 8.5
percent in the 60s, there would have to be less dependence on
the United States economy.

NO RECRIMINATION, SEEK WAY FORWARD IN HAITI: SEAGA

Jamaica's Prime Minister Edward Seaga has expressed the hope that
hostilities in the Caribbean Republic of Haiti following the
aborted general elections will be replaced by positive dialogue
between the various functions.

At the Concerned Caribbean Leaders Group (CCL), which held its
first meeting at his invitation this week, the Prime Minister
said that there was little point now in emphasising "what went

. wrong", rather, the objective was now to emphasise what had to be
done "to put things right".

In this respect, he said the CCL would be available to help heal
breaches in order to assist in restoring confidence, stability
and the holding of new elections.

J$49 MILLION LOAN FROM WEST GERMANY

A commodity loan agreement for J$49 million to support the
Jamaican economy over the next medium-term period was signed this
week at Jamaica House between Prime Minister Edward Seaga and the
Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany, Mr Rolf Enders.

TOURISM: RBCORD-BRBA*ING SUMMER EXPECTED

The rgal@sation by Jamaica of more than one million visitors in
1987 indicates that certain logistic necessities are in place and
Jamaica can now aim at a greater share of the tourist market.

This was stated this week by Mr Leo Wyman, the Jamaica Tourist
Board's (JTB) Director of Cruise Shipping, in an interview with
JAMPRESS. Mr Wyman said he anticipated arrivals of 4,500 - 5,000
weekly visitors next summer. Major hotels in the northcoast area
are also looking forward to a good summer season.

ADVERSE PUBLICITY AFFECTING FUND-RAISING IN NORTH AMERICA

Adverse publicity about Jamaica caused by the activities of
"criminal posses" in North America has seriously hampered the work

of organisations on that continent which are ‘trying to raise funds
for interest groups in Jamaica.

This.was disclosed by the President of the Washington-based
Jamaica Volunteers Association, Professor Donald Morgan. Mr
Morgan, a professor of Sociology at Bowie State Collegd, Maryland,
was speaking at a function to present funds collected by his

organisation to the principals of 14 primary and All Age schools
across Jamaica.
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Letter to Seaga —

Manley
asks again
for talks

THE PRESIDENT OF THE People's Na-
tional Party, Mr. Michael Manley, has
agan proposed to Pnme Minister
Seaga that they meet as soon as
possible to discuss the problem of
crime and violence in the country.

Mr. Maniev said on Thursday that
the meeting should discuss the ways in
which they could coliaborate “in the
skrvgale to control ond defeal this
monster that threatens the sense of
security ond the lives of decent citizens
af our country.®

Mr. Manley's propasal was made In
a letter which he sent o Mr. Seaga at
Jomaico House. He said that evenits
which were 1oking place have sirength-.
ened his conviction that the best Infer-
ests of Jomalca would be served by
achleving the greatest degree of solida-
rity and oclive co-operalion between
the maijor politicai porties and other
patriotic institutions in the country.

Mr. Monley referred fo o previous
letter which he hod sent to Mr. Seaga
on Movember 6, 1984, oullining the
PNP's grave concern about the escola-

Final
publication
of The
Jamaica
Star

THE final publication of the Jamal.

oa Star will be Friday, November

13, 1997. Although the publication

has been popular In some areas, .
the foct Is that It has not been

viable. We storted os on experk

ment which has not worked.

We thonik those who have sup-
ported the publication and will
continue to corry in the Weekly
BSlesser o number of slories from
the lamaiea Star.

The Gleaner Compony will re-
turn subscrigtion pald beyond the
termination date as soon atter as
poasible.

tion of crime, and suggesting the estab-
lishment ot a permanent Advisory Com-
mission for Natlonal Security.

He had also suggesied then they both
meet, along with appropriate advisors,
fo hammer out a mutuolly satistoctory
proposal in the national interest,

“In the reply which was received af
that time, the Government did not
opree with the specific sugoestions
which | had put forward, And, while
there have been a series of meelings
involving a small group of leadership
trom bolh sides, nolhing conclusive has
so far emerged,” Mr. Manley said, In
his iatest letter.

The PNP Presiden! ended his letter
by expressing the hope that he would
hear from the Prime Minister at his
eorilest convenlence concerning the
meeling he has proposed.

Seaga

PNP President Mr. Michasl Man-
ley greets Prime Minister Seaga
on arrival at the Kings House
state dinner for Dr. Masire and his
delegation on Saturday night.

ready

o meet

with Manley

PRIME Minister Seaga sald yester-
day that the “climate for fraternal
relations among the twe major po-
litical partles is better today than It
has been In more than 15 years.”

The JLP leader made this
statement In a reply to a letter
from People's Natlonal Party Pres-
Ident Michosl Manley, requesting a
meeting to discuss the Incidence of
crime In the Island.

Mr. Seaga sald that this was due to
the “deliberate policy of (the Govern-
maenl) in de-emphasising the Invoive-
ment of ‘politics’ as the cenire-plece of
a wide orea of natlonal life In which
‘politics’ had come 1o be the focus...and
lo tha oeneral restraint of your Party in
It role of Opposition®.

He proposed that the Committes
which hos been meeting regulorly on

|_Bosio BN [l o
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inter-party affairs hold prellminary dis-
cussions lo set the ogenda for o later
maeeling between himself and Mr. Man-
ley.

Mr. Seaga sald he continued to hold
fo the view that politics was not the
malor cause of crime In the couniry. He
polnted out that the security forces did
nol consider thal there were political
linkages In the mos! widely-prevalling
forms of criminal octivities: proedial
lorceny, crimes ogalnst women ond, In
a few exceptions, fhe tratiicking of don-
08roUs drugs.

Mr. 5eaga said that the leadership of
the two major political partles had no
maglc wands to aliminate crime, but it
was Important for them fo present a
unlited front against all forms of crime,
* 30 that criminals may know that there
Is no sate harb ¥ e In the

‘Robin Hood’ slain
by own gang

EVERETTE McGhle, the leader of
the Robin Hood-type gang which
has been terrorising Maroon Town
and adlacent districts in St. James
and areas as far afield as Claren-

dorl, was kiiled last Wednesday
during a feud with members of his
gang In Waterford, St. Catherine,

A relatlve of the dead gangster
told the Gleaner that he died In the
Klngston Public Hospital from ma-
chete wounds he recelved during an
altercation with two of his follow-
ers,

The Gieoner was fold that reports
reaching the family were that on Tues-
day last week, “Robin Hood" repri-
manded two of his followers whom It
was alleged raped 0 voung girl in the
Waterford area whare they hang out.
“We undersiond that Everette, In discl-
plining the two, conflscated Iheir guns
which made them very upset,” they
sald..

“On Wednesoay, when he refurned to
their hideout, McGhie was ottocked and
seriously Injured.” He was taken to the
KPH where he later died.”

The Montego Bay police have con
firmed McGhile's death, but were unable
to give the detalls surrounding his de-
misa.

The McGhle-led group of between

four to six men has over the past three
corried out numerous altocks

politicol system.”

on residents In 5. Jomes, Treiowny and

CEATVAIA G md T €TIGE PR

e B A e TR R A LR A

Clarendon.

Operating out of Maroon Town, St.
James, McGhle was reported to have
been a modern dav Robin Hood whom,
It Is sald, would share portlons of his
spolls with poor relatives and members
of the Maroon Town community.

Although this has been denied by the
Maroon Town residents, a senior police
officer told the Gleaner's Western Bu-
reau that investigations into reports of
the armed bandits exgloits were sfalled
by 1he non co-operation of their benetl
ciaries. - - -

“We are not getting onv co-operation
from the tight-lipped members of the
Maroon Town community... The palice
will be abie to effectively ceal with the
problem when the people of Maroon
Town begin to talk and co-operate with
members of the security force,” he said
then.

The Montego Bay police launched a
manhunt on October 2 following McG-
hie's raid on Wakefield In Treiowny on
the previous nighf, when a businesswo-
mon and her fomily were robbed of
cash ond |ewellery valued at $23,000.
Tha [llusive hoodlum wus not caueht.

Sections of Maroon Town have since
been plunged Into mourning for the
Quiet schoolboy who became the most
teared ruffian his natlve villoge hod
seen, Of McGhie, his reiallves recoiled:
"Him herc-up himseif ond Iried 1@ be
llke Rombo. That 3 why he died
youna.” _
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JAMAICA '87

Der Presseherbst war durch eine Friedensoffensive in allen Zeitungen
gekennzeichnet. Zwar spricht niemand von bevorstehenden Wahlen, auch
ein Wahltermin ist nicht in Sicht , dennoch sind die Zeichen uniber-
sehbar. JLP und PNP rufen zu einem Kampf gegen die Kriminalitat auf.
Die PNP erklédrt wiederholt , sie habe keine Waffen . Manley fordert
Seaga mehrfach zu gemeinsamen Gespréchen auf. Ganzseitige Zeitungs-
anzeigen fordern zur Unterstiitzung der Polizei auf, die Kampagne der
siebziger Jahre zum abgeben illegaler Waffen wird wiederbelebt.
Nach verbalen gegenseitigen Angriffen in den Presseorganen kommt es
zur Zusammenkunft der Filhrer Seaga und Manley. In der Zeitung kann
man dann lesen , daP beide Parteien sich noch nie so nahe in ihren
Ansichten waren . Zur gleichen Zeit gibt es einen Aufschrei vieler
Parlaments-sitz-inhaber der JLP . Kampflos sollen zwanzig von ihnen
ohne finanzielle Unterstiitzung der Partei ihren Sitz flir die neue
Legislaturperiode aufgeben.
Gleichzeitig pumpt die Regierung riesege Mengen geliehenen Geldes in
den Tourismus . Die Sommersaison war gut , die kommende Wintersaison
soll die beste aller Zeiten werden,ein grofteil der Hotels ist schon
jetzt auf Monate im voraus ausgebucht , eine Reihe von Hotels an der
Nordkiste ist flir Totalrenovierungen geschlossen, oder es finden um-
fangreiche Um- und Anbauten statt (Mobay:Casa Montego=renov. Doctors
Cave=anb. Toby Inn=anb. Buccaneer Inn=umb. Casa Blanca=anb. St.James
Place=neub.), die Regierung hat die steuerfreie Einfuhr von Material
genehmigt. Andere Hauser wie z.B. Beach View in Mobay und Frenchmans
Cove bei Port Antonio wurden von der Regierung wegen sanitdrer Man-
gel geschlossen.Unverkennbar ist bei den Hotels aber ein gestiegenes
Sicherheitsdenken , dap mit "Club-mentalitdt" nach aufen begriindet
wird-man mauert sich rundherum zu,nur mit einem gut bewachten schma-
len Eingangstor(z.B. Doctors Cave, Buccaneer Inn und Casa Blanca).
Der Tod von Peter Tosh fillt noch immer die Zeitungen . Nach
mehreren Gesprdchen mit Freunden und Familienmitgliedern haben sich
zwel Versionen zu diesem Anschlag herauskristallisiert - eine poli-
tisch begriindete Tat ist auszuschlieBen! Version eins, es soll eine
Art Eifersuchtsdrama gewesen sein, wegen seiner langjahrigen Lebens-
gefdhrtin (siehe Interview) , Version zwei - wund dies ist wohl die
wahrscheinlichere - Peter Tosh war vor Jahren in eine Drogenaffire
verwickelt.Ein Freund ist an seiner Stelle verurteilt worden und hat
die Strafe abgesessen . Zwischen beiden wurde eine Art " Gentleman -
Agreement" abgeschlossen,das finanzielle Grundlagen hatte.Diese Ver-
einbarung ist von Peter Tosh nicht eingehalten worden , sein Tod war
ein Racheakt . Sein Grab findet man an der Siidkiste in Westmoreland
in dem Fischerddrfchen Belmont . Der Sarkophag ist keine 100 m wvon
der Uferbefestigung entfernt in unmittelbarer Nidhe des Hauses seiner
Mutter. Bauarbeiten werden noch durchgefiihrt , um ein adhnliches Bau-
werk wie die Grabstdtte Bob Marleys zu errichten.
Die Weltwdhrungskrise und der Kurssturz des Dollars fanden bei der
Bevdlkerung kaum Beachtung , die Manager der Hotels flirchten jedoch
einen Einbruch auf dem amerikanischen Markt . Sintflutartige Regen-
fdlle haben da vielmehr Aufregung verursacht und lieBen nicht nur
das Oktoberfest in Kingston ausfallen.Drei Tage lang waren alle Ver-
bindungen zwischen Kingston und Montego Bay unterbrochen . Besonders

an der sSidkiste zwischen Spanish Town und May Pen war alles lber-
schwenmnmt.
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Positive economic outlo
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- for '88

By Andrew Groen

THE YEAR 1987 has been a good one for much of the financial
community, dnd 1988 promises to be at least as good, but some
corporate leaders have stated publicly, or privately, their concerns
about the pombh impact of elections, and a change of government.

“A very satistying vear,” was the
way Mr. Dougias Folkes, Managing
Director of Mutuol Security Bank Lim-
ited (MSB), summed vp 1987, with the
outlook for 1988 being “very optimistic”
for the bank.

Stabilization of the valve-of the dol-
lar was cne of the maior positive devel-
opments for 1987. Mr, Folkes sald “a lot

of what went on in 1987" came about

because of this.

Interest rates ore lkely fo be “vp
-stightly” in 1988, according to the MSB
chief executive. The aiternative course,
o devaluatlion, is not likeily to be used to
reduce the excessive demands on the
couniry's foreign exchange resources.
The Increase is likely to be “in the one
per cent region” Mr. Folkes sald.

Trofalgar Development Bank ended
its third vear of operations with only
*mediocre” profits, according to mo-
naging director, Mr. Ron Sasso. A foun-
dation had been laid for future growth,
so that “1988 promises considerably
improved resuits,” he stated.

=One doesn’t know what the aftitude -

of investors will be If there Is a change
of government,” said Mr. Sasso. He
stated that the develcpment thrust
which had been bullt up in the private

sector, needed 10 be confinved under
any futyre political regime, adding,
“stabllity —confidence — that Is what
we need.”

“We had an cutstanding veor in
1987, stated Mr. R. Danny Willlams,
President of Life of Jamalco. “| am
very bullish about 1988," he sald, adding
that he expected a small decline n
interest rates.

For' the Insurance companies, os a
whole, new annualised premiums in-
creased by 52 per cent above 1986. This

increas? In business Is “a reflection of .

the economic growth in the country,”
according to Mr. Oliver Jones, Presi-
dent of the Life Insurance Companies
Association of Jamaica.

“{ don't see any election before the
end of the third quarfer * of 1988, Mr.
Jones said. He stated that in an etection
pecple often adopted a “wait and see”
attitude, so his company, island Life
insurance Company, would iry “to get
most production {of new buysiness) dur-
ing the first half of the year”. Mr. Jones

satd growth In new business acauisition.

would be about 30 per cent for 1988,

For the bullding societies, there was
substanital growth, particularly in sav-
Ings. Deputy Chairman of the Buliding

~ BUVYING SELLING
CURRENCY DMD:T” NOTES COINS | OMD:TT casM
U.S. Dollar 5.4900' 544 | 5.19 5.5300
Pound Steriing -9.8820 9.73 9.38 10.0231
Canadian Dotlar 4.2381 4.19 3.83 4.3102
French Franc .9830 .83 .8928
Deutsche Mark 3.3168 3.21 3.3674
Swiss Franc . 4.0576 3.95 4.1269
Japanese Yen 0423 0405 .0427
Netherland Guiider 2.8516 2.80 2.9940
Belgian Franc 1589 12 .1602
Italien Lira .0045 ..0038 .0046
Irish Pound 8.8032 8.65 8.9392
Norwegian Kroner 8877 - .68 8670
Austrian Schilling 4726 a7 AT70
Venezuelan Bglivares 1754 14 : A770
T & T Dollar 1.5250 1.5361
E.C. Dollar 2.0333 1.88 2.0481
Barbados Dollar 2.7450 2.59 2.7650
Belize Dollar 2.7450 2.59 2.7650
Guyana Dollar .5490 .5530

Lc"mm Dollar 6.6017 6.50 6.6775

" J""J‘f{!' o

Societies Associotion of Jamaica, Mr.
C.T. Brown, sald there had also been
“some improvement on the loan side”.

Mr. Brown sald major negative foc-
tors during the vear were the high cost
of housing units,” and. high nterest
rates. “I don't expect lower rates In
1988", he stated, adding that this woiid
have “a dampening effect on construc-
tion”.

Demand for housing Is strong, Mr.
Brown said, adding that, “cffordabdility
Is the problem”. Questioned whether he
felt there was any. need for concern
about 1988, Mr.- Brown said, “| really
don't have any fears at all”.

Credit unlons reversed a trend of five
consecutive vears of declining growth
during 1987. Mr. Glen Francls, research
analyst with the Jamaico Co-operative
Credit Union League, said membership
of credit unions had grown 3.5 per cent
in 1987; projected.loan growth was 14
per cent; and prolected growth in sav-
ings was 14.7 percent.

The upturn In credit union activity is
reflected in the performance of the City
of Kingston Co-operative Credit Union
Limited (COK). This credit unicn In-
creased membership by 15 per cent to
the present 46,000 members during the
year and recorded on increase in sav-
ings of 11 per cent to $38 miilion.

Freezone workers provided much of
the new membership for COK. Accerd-
ing to the COK General Manager, Mr.
Nevilie Rhone, 1987 had been a good
vear, and “we expect 1983 to be better™.
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Tourism

- Atlanta visitor gefs =
red carpet reception

' By ciinion Pickering and Sharon Earle
MONTEGO BAY, Dec. 17:

MOMENTOUS OCCASION

in Jamaica's tourism histo-
ry was recorded here today
with the arrival of the one mil-
lionth foreign visitor to the js-
land in one year.

Coming one day after the official

start of- the winter tourist season, -

the occasion was commemorated
with a red carpet reception at
Sangster International Airport in
honour of Mrs. Jackie Tolle of
Atlanta, Georgia, U.S.A.

Mrs. Tolle, who was visiting Jomaica
for the first time, was accompanied by
her husband Les and daughter Char-
leen. On arrival on Air Jamaica's Flight
056, at 4:40 p.m., the VIPs were met at
the plane side by a party of top govern-

ment and tourism officials, including’

Prime Minister Edward Seaga, Tou-
rism Minister, Senator Hugh Hart, and
Jamaica Tourist Bpard Chairman, Sen-
ator John Issa.

A banner over the doorway read:
“ Jamaica Welcomes Our One millionth
Visitor For 19877,

Along the walkway inside the arrival
terminal dozens of balloons in a variety
of colours bore the message: “Tourism
For A Brighter Tomorrow."”

Mrs. Tolle was escorted off the plane
ahead of all other passengers by Direc-
tor of Tourism Miss Carrole Guntley,to
a rousing -welcome from many officials
and a group of airport hosts singing the
traditional tourism song, “Welcome To
Jamaica.” . . ;

The Tolle family expressed their de-

light at the very warm reception. Mrs.
Tolle said that although she had been
advised from aboul 1:30 p.m. that she
was the one millionth visitor her famlly
did not expect such an elaborate cere-
mony. .

Amidst welcoming speeches from

Prime Minister Seaga, Senator Hart
ond Minister of Public Utilities and
Transport Pearnel Charles, Mrs. Tolle
was presented with the official crest of
the city of Montego Bay by Mayor
Milton Stewart, a scroll of friendship by
Prime Minister Seaga and a gift vouch-
er valued at $5,000 from the In-bond
Merchant's Association.

Over the next seven days while they
stay at the Wyndham Rosehall Beach
Hotel, the Tolle family will be engaged
in a round of planned activity including
tours of Montego Bay, Ocho Rios and
Kingston, a Meet-The-People party and
breakfast at Kings House on Monday
morning with Sir Florizel and Lady
Glasspole.

In his welcoming speech, Mr. Seaga
said that an additional 1,500 hotel
rooms were currently under construc-
fion, with another 1,400 to start shortly.
Approval had been given for an additio-
nal 2,715 rooms by the end of this de-
cade. He said government was com-
mitted to putting Iin the necessary
infrastructure to support the expansion
as this “has not kept pace with the
growth of the industry.”

Mr. Seaga invited Mrs. Tolle and her
family to be *unofficial, goodwill am-
bassadors for Jamaica on their return”
and called on Jamaicans to put their all
in efforts at reaching the second million
in a few years.

Senator Hart noted the coincidence
of the Tolle family coming from Atlanta
into Montego Bay, noting that the two
cities have been enjoying a clty-sister
relationship since 1972.

He also spoke of the growth of fou-
rism over the vears pointing out that
not only had Jamica won back the 40%
it had lost, but over the past seven
vears has recorded another 84% in-
crease. This he sald had been done by

raising standards of accommodation -

and service. Senator Hart said: “It's
reaching a-point where as a country, we
can see not only how tourism Is energls-
ing us today, but what It cah be for
Jamaica in future.”

hits mil
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SCROLL OF FRIENDSHIP being presented to Mrs. Jackie Tolle of Atlanta, Georgia, by Prime Minister Edward Seaga in
recognition of her being the one millionth visitor to grace Jamaica's shores in a single year, for the first time. The
presentation took place at an official reception in the intransit lounge of the Sangster International Airport on
Thursday. Looking on atcentre, Minister of Mining, Energy and Tourism, Senator Hugh Hart.
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The Jamaica Tourist Board, on its
part, must be pald tribute for the
singleness of purpose which it has
displaved In bringing the industry
back to good health after the setback

~ EDITORIALS

TOURISM’S
BIG DAY

THURSDAY was the big day in the
nation's tourism Industry. Achieving
a signiflcant milestone in its devel-
opment, the industrv welcomed the
one millionth visiter to arrive in a
single vear. And there was great
rejoicing, for in today’'s Jamaico,
the tourism Industry means a great
deal o the well-being of the nation

of recent years. Too much commen-
dation cannot be given to the Chair-
man of the Board, Senator John
Issa, and to the untiring Director of
Tourism, Miss Carrole Guntley, and
_to the Jamaica Hotel and Tourist

Assoclation, under the leadership of

, Stewart, .
And there are the others —the taxi

Congratulations are in .order to
evervone who plaved a part in bring-
ing cbout this signal success. The
Ministry of Tourism, led by its hard-
working MInister, Senator Hugh

" Hart, deserves the highest praise for

the energy and degdication with which

_he has pursued the oblectives of this

portfolio since he took It over.

Its dvnamic president, Mr. Gordon

and Is a top contributor to the econ-
omy.

PN P accuses Seaga
of‘financial
deception’

THE People's National Party has accused the
Minister of Finance Mr. Seaga, of carrying out
“another act of financial deception” by decreas-
ing the Capital Budget by $655 million from the
$1,700 million which he announced last April.

The Party’s spokesman on Finance, Mr.
Seymour Mullings in a statement yesterday,
sald the PNP was not surprised at what had
been done.

Mr. Mullings said: “The PNP has been warn-
ing the country for a number of years that the
Government had turned the annual Budget

exercise into a charade. The annual presenta-

tions of the Minister of Finance have become
nothing more than empty promises made with a
cynicism typical of most of the pronouncements
of the Government. - -

“Fanfare attended the Budget presentation
by Mr. Seaga In April when he promised capitai

expenditure on projects of over $1,700 million.

“The P.N.P., expressed concern at the time,
and since, that the proposed expenditure was
approximately twice that agreed with the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF), and predicted
that there would be under-expenditure of at
least $550 millton, as the resources did not exist
to fund it.

“Mr. Seaga dismissed our charge then, How-
ever. we note that in seeking approval for the
first Supplementary Estimates, recently, Mr.
Seaga said that Capital Expenditure would be
decreased by $655 million. This situation Is even
worse than we projected, and exposes the
1987/88 Budget for what it really s, another act
of financial deception. We are not surprised.

“The country can lock forward to an even

greater act of deception if and when
presents his last Budget next April. The prom-
iscs of previous years, unfulfilled as they were,
wﬂi‘ seem trivial compared to those he will
make.
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Mr. Seaga

drivers, the craft vendors, the work-
ers in the hotels, the travel agents —
all of whom, in their own way, hove
made a contribution to the heaith of
the industry, taking it to the point
where this notable milestone of ‘the
magic million has been passed.

Now that- Tourism has properly
come into its own, it’is to be hoped
that none of the setbacks of previcus
vears will militate against its further *
growth and expansion. The chauvi-
nism of some Jamaicans, the thinly-
disguised racism and antl-foreigner
attitude of others, the confusicn on
the part of some workers in the
hotel? and the tourist shops who
mistake service for servility, the
hotels and shops that see the visitors

. as ‘potential rip-off victims rather

than welcome guests, the constant
harassment —all these negatives
must now be put aside, and the peo-
ple of this country, as mature aduits,
must offer a warm and hospitable
greeting to all visitors. !

Tourism Is certainly not an isolat-
ed Indystry. ‘Its benefits are wides-
pread. 1t extends its beneficence
throughout the economy, directly as
well as indirectly.

So, at this time of peace and good-
will; it is good to see that the indus-
trv is in the best of spirits, and
appears poised to move on to even
greater heights. .

‘ENCOURAGING’

A SPECIAL consultative group on
Jamaica, which met here in Kings-
ton eartier this month, has found the
country's economic recovery “very
encouraging,”. and has predicted that
with the maintenance of *cautious
economic " management; continved
structyral adjustment, further im-

‘provement In domestic resources

and In the flows of external financ-
ing, the economy couid realise an
annual growth of three-to-four per-
cent in real terms. The conclusion of
the group of economic experts, com-
prising.representatives of the eight
donor countries —Canada, France,
West Germany, Japan, Netherlands,
Britain, the United States dnd Vene-
zuela — and 13 international and
reglonal organizations; was obvious-
lv based on the very strong perfor-
mance of certain growth sectors of
the local economy In the last fiscal
vear and n the current vear n par-
ticular. Real Gross Domestic Prod-
uct (GOP) Is projecied to expand by
about 4-5 percent in the 1987-88 fiscal
vear after a growth of over three
percent last vear.

The economy is not vet cut of the °
woods, but the favourcble review by
the group of experts represents a
clear endorsement of the economic
policy measures which the Govern-
ment, under the scrutiny of - the
World Bank and the IMF, has pur-
sued. As the economists have
agreed, the local economy has been
assisted by certain favourable devel-
opments in the external ‘economy,
such as, lower oil Import prices, the
steady improvement In demand for
bauyxite/alumina and the very low
rate of inflation among,Jamaica’s
main trading partners. However, [t

1$ true that even at the risk of allen-
ating sections of the poputation, the
Government has taken some bold.
measures so as to put the economy
back on a path of stability. The
shrinking of the size of the public
sector's recurrent expenditure
{wage and salary blil), a necessary
course to reduce the staggering defl-
cit, Is a case in point.

The country must, however, face
the fact that despite the significant
Improvement in troublesome areas,
such as the cost of living (rate of
Inflation) and unemployment, the
economic management of the coun-
try cannot be relaxed. There is the
need o ensure exchange rate stabili-
tv, a containment of the rise in the
‘merchandise trade deficit; and the
external debt remains a serious
drain. The Worid Bank group, how-
ever, is convinced that a continua-
tion of growth, coupled with some
concessionary financlal inflows,
should allow for o steady easing of
the burden created by the scale of
the external debt, the servicing of
which absorbs as much as 48 percent
of GDP.

In our view, one main task must
be to ensure a reduction of debt
servicing which must .also mean a
cut-back in the rate of acceleration
In the deficit in the trade account ot
a time when oil import prices are at
their lowest since 1985.

The government must be com-
mended for its persistence in the
policy measures to reform the econ-
omy. It must take the same vigour
fo the soclal sector many areas of
which are crying out for serious
attention.: -



The Rockfort Bath.

PhiLy GLEAVEL

HAVE had an interesting

letter from Mrs. Alma

Mock Yen of Mona Cam-
pus.

She writes: "I recall an article in
a Gleaner of years. back., when a
team from Germany (I believe) ex-
amined the radioactive and other
properties of the mineral water
gushing out of the white rocks at
Rockfort. They photographed co-
piously; and- wrote glowingly- about
the medicinal and curative. prop-
erties of the spa, rating it among
the best in the world.

"7l was away from Jamaica for
four months and had looked for-
ward on my return to a dip in the
‘Mineral’ especially as the MPM
seemed to be restoring much of the
local environment that had been
abused. ] “

“What greeted me on my arrival
is a towering, complex, and aesthe-
tically unpleasant network of metal

rising high into a widening dome of-

dust above the expanding cement
factory. The Mineral bath was de-
serted.

_ "l .am not surprised that the pris-
oners who used to tend the baths
_no longer appear to do so. | am sure
no one in their ‘left' mind would
want to ‘exploit’ the poor prisoners
by engaging them in acts of daily
work. But [ think that if Prime
Minister Seaga is allowed his ‘thing
of beauty' at Carinosa. then I, as a
common, overtaxed citizen should
He free to demand the restoration of
the Mineral Bath in which | may
swim in unpolluted water for a rea-
sonable fee. Please Councillor Car-
gill. see: what you can do for me
quickly before the cement factory
closes in on the poor little-poor-peo-
ple-swimming-hole.” :

Sympathetic

| have a sentimental reason,
among others, for being sympathet-
ic to my’ correspondent’'s request.
for many years | used to be taken
by my family to swim in the Rock-
fort Bath: and very pleasant and
refreshing it was.. :

We have, as everyone Knows,
other mineral springs too.. Every
now and. again there-is talk about
developing them for local and tour-
ist use, but nothing effective seems
to happen.

Many years.ago it was fashiona-
ble in Europe for people to go to
spas to “take the waters™ and be
cured of various diseases such as
arthritis. But 1 rather .think that
that time has passed. Whether

these spas ever cured anyone of.

anything (except psychologically) is
doubtful, except for constipation,
for the water in some spas contains
Epsom salts. ;

Some years ago the rage was for
“radioactive” waters; and. it was
about this time that the “radioacti-
vity". of some of our “mineral

springs™ was much touted. 1 never:

could find out what exactly was

22 [7/F} .

.By
Morris

- Cargill

meant by “radioactivity”, for if any
of these waters were to make a
geiger counter start clicking vigor-
ously, it would be decidedly unwise
ta bathe in them. It would be like
taking a bath at Chernobyl.

But the Rockfort Bath was a
pleasant tranquil spot., and it is a
pity that people can no longer use
it.

But can it be protected against
dust from the .Cement Factory?
Even more important, could it be
protected, .if reopened and devel-
oped. from hot-dog stands, posters,
and amplified reggae?

I have a sad feeling that neither
Mrs.. Alma Mock Yen nor 1.will ever
again be able to enjoy the Rockfort
Bath as a simple interlude and oa-
sis.

“Poor little-poor-people swim-
ming holes” in Jamaca today are far
too apt to become places where you
get your trousers stolen the moment
you take them off, and get gunned-
down if you try to recover them.

Qut of focus

- JBC-TV news is usually dull and
sometimes agonizing as pretty Don-
na Powell stumbles and bumbles
through her script.

" There is another thing too. Any
time that | have happened to attend
some function reported on JBC-TV,
the report seldom seems to match
my experience of it. A recent exam-
ple was last week's lunch at the
Pegasus by the Advertising Agen-
cies Association. :

The main award was won by the
Gleaner. Other awards went to
Henri - Hendriks of the Gleaner,
Judy Phillips of RJR, Aston Thom-
as of JBC and Joe Duhany. .

The news showed Mr. Shearer
speaking, then the handing of the
Cup to Oliver Clarke, but Judy Phil-
lips and Henri. Hendriks were ig-
nored, deliberately, [ suspect. What
was worse, there was no shot of
Lady Bustamante, who made the
presentation. But Tino Barovier was
shown,

About two months ago the Adver-
tisers Association held a seminar at
which the following 'spoke: Richard
Coe, Robert MacMillan, Henri Hen-
driks, Milton Weller and Tino Baro-
vier. 3

When the news came over, only
Tino Barovier was shown. JBC-ob-
viously likes to look after its own.

THE PNP AND
TOURISM

Next to God and Christianity, Tourism is perhaps th
most revered topic in Jamaica today, especially in Monteg
Bay, ithe island’s tourism capital. This is so because in re
economic terms, this industry has the capacity to eamn fc
us the much needed foreign exchange which has been elt

-ding us for so many years. Many have said that the touri:

inclustry is a fickle one but we do not support this view. R
theer, we see the industry as being a vey sensitive one, esp
Tially in a Third World developing country such as ou
where stark poverty tends to be juxtaposed with exquisif
lifestyles and a situation which often makes Jamaicans st
cond class citizens in their own country.

_ Both the ruling Jamaica Labour Party and the Oppos
tion People’s National Party have blamed each other n
peatedly for ‘mashing up’ the tourist industry. The pres
too, has been lambasted many times for publishing picture
and stories which can onlg help to ruin the hospitalit
trade. Up to 1980, the JLP blamed the PNP for presidin
over the den,nse of the tourist industry because of the the
ruling party’s democratic socialist path, the rhetoric, th
open verbal attacks on the United States where most of ot
visitors come from by top government officials, the soci:
unrest, crime and violence all engendered by a politic:
organisation who was setting up the small man against th
big man, and, of course, the Cuban connection. In a mor
subtle way, the selection of a black beared Minister of Tot
rism added its quota of troubles for a beleaguered PNP ac
ministration. Later on, when the dust had settled on th
election trail, it became obvious that the JLP had done i
share of sabotaging the industry in its desperate and dete
mined bid to bring down the government of the day
Indeed, this became a classic case of throwing out the bab
with the bath water.

The centre-piece jewel in the JLP’s crown today is th:
it has been able to resuscitate the industry to the exter
that this year we will be welcoming our one millionth vis
tor. A tremendous achievement which deserves commend:
tion, even from the PNP. But despite the glorious achiev
ments of the Tourism Ministry and Board, certain socic
economic conditions are there festering under the surfact
And the PNP, like any effective Opposition, has been seel
ing to deal with these by highlighting them for all the worl
to see. In this vein, a number of demonstrations were stage
in tourist areas and the JLP rained down the most vitrioli

~ condemnations on the PNP. The big question that h

emerged from all this, of course, is how does a developin
country such as ours deal with the real needs of the peop!
in a parliamentary democracy without ‘mashing up’ th
tourist industry?

In all fairness, the PNP appears to have caught on to
reasonably pragmatic formula which is the adopting of *
bi-partisan approach in the formulation of policies and prt¢
grammes in relation to the tourist industry”. In this cor
text, we welcome the party’s one-day seminar - “Teamwor
for Tourism” which takes place Thursday at the Rose Ha
Wyndham Hotel to which a broad cross-section of the con
munity has been invited. We can only hope that this is y¢
another giant step forward for Jamaica, regardless of whicl
ever party is in power.

Tourism and
St. Elizabeth

THE Minister of State for Tourism,
the Hon. Dr. H. (Marco) Brown, ig
making a tour of southern St. Eliza¥
beth today, to look at the possibili
tles for Tourism development in
that area. :

The tour is scheduled to begin ir
Black River and will take in areag
along the way to Southfield. The¢
Minister {s expected to take a look
at e famous “Lovers Leap” which
is slated for further development. ¢

Dr. Brown will officfally present 4.
cheque for the completion of faciliz
tates for visitors there to the Mem:
ber of Parllament for South-east 5t;
Elizabeth, Mr. Jeremy Palmer. b

The -tour is organised by th¢
Member of Parliament. ‘
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Sandals negotiating
.0-buy MoB

“ " ~<From Carl Wint™ '
VANCOUVER, Canada
Oct. 17¢t DALY GLEHER
PRIME Mintster Edward. Seaga an-
nounced here last ‘night that the
government has entered into an
ment with Sandals Royal Ca-
ribbean Limited for the sale of the
hotel in Montego Bay.

The beach-front 168-room hotel,
situated on eight acres of land I3
one of 13 bwned by the Government
which is up for divestment as a part
of the. Government's policy of In-
volving the private sector — local
and foreijgn — In the process of
Jamaica’'s economic development.

Mr. Gordon Stewart, head of the
Appliance Traders Group and presi-
dent of the Jamaica Hotel and Tour-
ist Association, holds the majority
{nterest in Sandals Royal Caribbean
Limited ‘which is a joint venture
with overseas interests.

Addressing the Vancouver Béard
of Trade, World Trade Center, at 4
dinner last night, Mr. Sédga safd
the agreement demonstrated that
entrepreneurship had been reborrt
nJamalca. s

- He'sald therd wab tn exploston of!
small business operations, and ‘he:
mentioned the role of the Jidmaicar
National Investment Promotions!
Limited.in bringing more. tian' 750,
new investmenits into the {sland i
a period of six years. e

Alluding to Canada’s announced
intention to enter into a free-trade
arrangement with the.United States
over a ten-year period, Mr. Seaga
safd Jamaica itself had been “rid-
dled® with quantitative restrictions
whereby 1,300 items required li-
cences.

"“The Governméiit™ had reduced
that number to just about 100 items.
requiring licerices, institited tarrif.
reforms, simplified and reduced cor-
porate and personal income tax,
and thereby provided incentives for
the private sector, - -~ .

“This is equivalent to what Cana-"
_da is about to embark upon”, Mr.
7 Seaga sald. He noted that producers
- would have to be more competitive
_ in order to "make it;’ in a far bigger
‘ market: and he warned that some
. industries. would‘ not make it as

,they should not be i the system in
~the first place. . e
“ The ' Prime . Minister said. that
when' the Government opened the
system, it did so not torencourage
imports but to make Industry- more
modern and competitive. . .

He said the Government had se<
i cured advice on how to modernize
. the economy In terms of marketing

- and productive capacity. That as-
. ‘'sessmenit, he said, had been com-
* pleted. Canada, he suggested, would
. go through a similar process.

In the case.of Jamaica, economi¢

-

.us and we are on the path of sustai-
" nable, meaningful economic
growth,” Mr. Seaga sald.

New buses

STAR

L

recovery was more or less “behind

ay hotel

“due in January:}
A2 (10 /£7
The publio transport system

' Frenchman’s .
2 Cove closes

FRENCHMAN'S COVE Hotel at San
San, in Portland. at one time called
the world’s most expensive hotel,
was closed Tuesday, reportedly be-
cause it does not have a manager. .-

i, The Jamaica Tourist Board satd
it was advised but given no detalls.
An informed source told the
Gleaner, however, that the former
rendezvous for the world's jet-set-
‘ters had been operating without'a
licence and that the closure -fol-
lowed an inspection-by the Portland
Health Department on Monday.

%. In January-1979, health inspec-
tdrs closed the hotel for failure:.to
méet specified standards. .

A spokesman at the hotel sald
the present closure was to facilitate
refurbishing. “1 cannot give you aily
more information because | dorft
know how long it will ast,” he said.

Asked If the closure related to-an
operating licence. the -spokesman
sald: “I don’'t know anything about
that” and referred the Gleaner-to
another manager who turned out.o
be on leave. .

The spokesman said; however,
that the hotel had no further prob-
lem with the Health Department
Frenchman's Cove is owned by Mr.
Granger Weston, a Candian intug-
trialist. -

Mr: Shearer said that the
buses would be between 29-seat-

is to be boosted in January with
the arrival of the first batoh of
the 300 new buses, as well as
100 for the tourist sector, being
imported by the Government at a
cost of $50.5 million.

This was announced on Sun-
day by Mr. Hugh Shearer, Dep-
uty Prime Minister and Presi-
dent of the BITU,, in an address
to BITU delegates at the Jamal-
ca Conference Centre, Duke

ers ond 32-seafers and, GS of
Jonuary, wouid arrive in quanti-
tles of between 30 and 40 a
month. As they arrive, they will
be put into the system. .

He sald that there was aiso an
order for the importation of
commercial vehicles and cars
for the private sector, which
would include smaller cc rat-
ings, and that o new system
would be introduced to see that
the vehicles reached the sectors -

Street, Kingston.

'Problems haunt prospect for
Negril’s record touri

. By Margaret Morris
IN Negril, prospects of a record tour-
i1st season are tempered with fears
about the effect of inadequate in-
frastructure. Negril has long since
outgrown Its water, electricity and
security arrangements. Some 200
extra tourist rooms came on stream
last .season ‘and another 300 are
expected to be in operation for the
upcoming winter, with yet another
1,000 down the road for 1988-89.
Utilitles and security are already a.
problem and there are no immedi-
.ate plans for upgrading the serv-

fces. A .
. .Presidént. of the Negril. Chamber
of Commerce: Mr. Nehru:Caolsingh

-echoed the stoic resignation of hote- *

lters when he told theGleaner: 1
just don't see how anything can be

Aty  GLEANE

for the season.”

Water and electricity are the ma-
jor problems. The electricity supply
last winter was described as “grief”
and in April a meeting was held
with the Minister of Public Utilitles
and the Jamaica Public Service
Company Ltd. (JPS). Actlon was
promised and some {mprovements
implemented, including a_heavy
duty supply line from the Savanna-,
la-Mar installation.

Despite this, problems persist:
instead of frequent long outages
Negril is now experiencing frequent
momentary outages coupled with
power surge and low voltage. This,
has ‘wréaked havoc with 'tlectiical
equipment and many hotellefd re-
port that they have had thousands

continue these. .
Hotelters emphasize that local
JPS personnel are extremely co-op-

erative but unable to effect any long
term sélutions. It i belleved that

what -is .required.now Is a sub. sta-

tion to supply the:Négril area.

of dollars worth of damage to air S

for which they are imported.

. Q
S . 20 Srg
ST S€asO1l §55°38
A2 ) T0 [ FF Swsl
typewriters an fax machines, cold Oga g LW
rooms and refrigerators, etc. o523 F
- o w A
One of the problems Is that the o oS a
voltage Is so low that it Is impossi- S § § B g b
ble to operate equipment through : Ea"azm
surge protectors. One hotelier tod g.~ELS
the Gleaner that the JPS installeda T § ~ & - =
machine to monitor voltage and 2 é g=yg £
even that burned up. In addition, a2 °<
several of the companies who have § T oL S
equipment maintainence contracts’ = g Sfow
with hotels are threatening to dis- 2a 8 §_ 8




















































































































































































