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In Kingston, Jamaica, Acting
Prime Minister P.J. Patterson an-
nounced that @ contingent of Ja-
maican troops was being sent 10
Barbados on Monday and was pre-
paring to g0 L0 Trinidad and Toba-
go if asked to assist government
forces there
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In eigener Sache:

ARA MANLEY ZU ENDE?

Michael Manley, der bei den local elections im Friihjahr noch einen glanzen-
den Wahlsieg feiern konnte, ist wenige Wochen spiter gesundheitlich schwer
angeschlagen! Vor einem in diesem Sommer geplanten Eingriff warf ihn nun
eine bésartige Lungenentziindung aus der politischen Arena. Er musste nach
Miami geflogen werden um geeignete Behandlung erhalten zu konnen. Es
wird zwar von der PNP-Fiihrung davon ausgegangen, daB Manley in Bilde
wieder im Amt ist, aber der angeschlagene Gesundheitszustand des Prime-
Ministers kann nicht dariiber hinwegtduschen, daB auch im politischen
Bereich seit seiner Amtsiibernahme von dem ebenfalls alles andere als er—
folgreich agierenden "Eddie" Seaga die Erfolge ausblieben.

Weder ist es Manley gelungen, eine iiberzeugende Regierungsperspektive
aufzubauen, noch gelang es, die wirtschaftliche Krise zu stabilisieren. Hinzu
kommt, daB in den USA zur Zeit die Region als stabil gilt und deshalb die
Dollar-Millionen nur noch spirlich fliesen. Schlechte Zeiten fiir einen ge-
sundheitlich angeschlagenen Politiker, der von frither her ganz auf seine
physische Priasenz im o6ffentlichen Leben baut.

Die oppositionelle JLP stellt da noch die geringste Gefahr dar. Ihre alternde
Fiihrungsmannschaft, ebenfalls gesundheitlich nicht auf der Hohe, hat Miihe,
die Partei auf Kurs zu halten. Es scheint, da die politische Landschaft der
Insel zumindest personell vor einem Umbruch steht. Mit welchen Personen
die beiden grossen Parteien in die 90er Jahre gehen wollen ist bis jetzt
noch nicht ganz deutlich geworden.

In der vorliegenden Nummer des Bulletins finden sich bereits einige Artikel
zu diesem Thema. Mit Sicherheit werden die ndchsten Wochen hier mehr
Klarheit schaffen sodaB in der ndchsten Ausgabe die Hintergriinde und Aus-
blicke dieses in seiner Bedeutung noch nicht absehbaren Wandels nadher
beleuchtet werden konnen.
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Minister
Manley

Prime
Michael

of Jamaica was .

admitted to the
Miami Heart In-
stitute in Florida
in a serious -con-
dition on Monday,
May. 28, suffering
from pneumonia.
At the weekend, the
doctors attending Mr.
Manley sald he is re-
covering very well,
but he needs rest and

qulet -and nq . ylisitors,

were being allowed at
the moment.

News of Mr Manleys
Iliness was given to a
news brlefing at Jamalca
House by Acting Prime
Minister P.J. Patlerson

and members of a local,

Jeam of doctors.

The tests which are
being done on the Prime
Minister al the Miaml
Heart Instilute Is to con-
firm the organisms In his
lungs which are responsi-
ble for his pnuemonia,

A news release on Mon-
day, May 28, from Jam-
press, the Government
news ' agency, had

Ar.flnq Prime Minlsnr. P. J. Palferson: Manlw on
the mend

sald | pnuema

that. the Prime Minister
was suffering from “alyp-
Ical pnuemonia”, which
required speclal Investl-
gallon for which the Uni-
versily Hospltal at Mona
was nol aquipped.

He was rushed o MI-
aml Heart Instllute af 2.30
Monday morning, May 28
by alr ambulance pro-
vided by the haspiial. Mr
Manley was setlled Inlo
the hospital prlor to the
tests - a lIransbronchial
byopsls ¢f the lesfon lo
produce tissue which will
be analyzed.

The Gleaner under-
stands Ihul an “atyplcal

L- one In
which the orgunlsms In-
volved are uncdbmman or
atyplcal.

According lo Dr Ed-
ward Chung, cardlologlsi,
mare than 90 per cent of
people who suffer this af-
flictlon normally recover,
and there should be no
real concern aover the
side-effects ol the treat-
ment belng used.

Dr Chung lold the Ja-
malca House news brief-
Ing thal on Mr Manley’s
visit 1o Washinglon D.C.,
last month, the Prime
Minister had developed a

TN

fly-like lllness for which
he had been freated.

However, he had devel-
oped a “chronls cough”,
without accompanylng fe-
ver an his return,

Lasl weekend he
started to have persislent
faver and a cough which
praduced no spulum (sa-
llva). Investigations led
lo the decislon to confine
him lo bed and he was
glven antl-blotlcs,

However, the fever per-
sisled. The cough began
producing saliva which
could be tested.

Organisms

It was. dlagnosed that
he had developed pnue-
monla, desplte the ireat-
ment he was getling, and
I! was decided to send
him to the Unlversily
Hospltal of the West In-
dles at Mana. Further
tests proved that the
pnuemonia was not only
from commaon organisms,
but  Involved atyplcal
ones, resulling In the de-
clsion to send him fo MI-
aml,

The tests which began
early last week are lo
find out what Is happen-
Ing In the Prime Minlis-

" Pnuemonia confines PM to bed

fer’s lungs, especlally the
types of .uncommon or-
ganisms Involved.

Mr Manley’s planned
surgery for the removal
of a prosiale gland nod-
ule Infected by cancerous
rowth gland, which had
guen scheduled for June
5, has been paostponed as
he will need to resi. fol-
lowing his curreni treat-
ment. The fiming will de-
pend on his response lo
the Ireatment.

Mr Patterson said lhe
decision to transfer Mr
Manley to Miami on Man-
day morning was taken
on the advice of the med-
Ical team and the alr am-
bulanca was sent from
Mlaml Immedlately. The
doclors sald lhere had
been no deterioration In
his condition overnight,

Dr Muriel Lowe, chesl
speclalist, sald the Miami
Heart |Institute had an
“exiremely good’ reputa-
Hon and that Mr Manley
was In fhe hands of a
very capable Jamaican,
Dr Robert Hari, puimo-
nary speciallst.

Mr Patterson said that
the Budge! Debate would
end as scheduled In Gor-
don House.

He’s resting
well, says PJ

Acting Prime Minlster,
Mr P, J. Patferson told
the House of Representa-

flves last  week that
Prime Minisier Michael
Manley “is resting weil

and Is now responding fa-
vourably fe hils ftreal-
ment,® af the Miami
Heart Instltute. i
Reading from the latest
madical bulletln, Mr P,J.
Patterson sald: “The spe-
clfic pnuemonia which
has been affecting Prime
Minister Michasl Maniey
has now been Identified
by the team of medical
speclalists attending him
at the Chest Unit.

“Dr Robert Hart, who s
leading the feam, sald
that Mr Manlay |5 now
recelving fhe aniiblotlcs

required for this pnue-
monia and he Is respond-
Ing positively and well.”

Mr Patterson sald that
Mr Manley spent a very
“‘comforfable night an
Monday and rested well.
His temperature Is now
normal and his hearibeat
Is also normal. He Is now
breathing better. “Last
night (Monday) he ate a
light supper and a qlau
of trult |uice.”

Mr Patterson also ac-
knowledged “the outpour-
Ing of concern which has
come from all sldes. The
entire natlon fruly united
In  conveylng fo the
Prime Minister our best
wishes.”
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How the news

officlal

falled
treatment.

This

contribution

Budget Debate In the
House of Representa-
tives on Tuesday. Mr.
Manley’s planned con-
the De-
bate an Thursday was

fribution to

also cancelled.

On Saturday, May 26,
the Prime Minister's
health took a turn for

prevented
Prime Minister from
being present
Opposition Leader Ed-
ward Seaga made his
the Viewed and the re-

US President George
Bush expressed con-
cern about Mr.
Manley’s health and
offered to send a mlll-
tary alrcraft to take
him to the USA for
treatment. Howsver,
doctors, Murlel
and Edward
felt thls was

Lowe
Chung,

the nol necessary al the

time.

But later that night
the declsion was re-

when

quest for a private air
ambulance to take the
Prime Minister to the
Mlami Heari Institute

broke in JA

News of Prime Min-
Ister Manley’s lliness
first surfaced on Mon-
day, May 2] when he
was advised by his
doctors to break from
engagements
and rest at home: after
his bout of Influenza pg
to respond to

was made. He was
rushed there at 2.30
a.m,, accompanied by
Professor John Homi
of the University Hos-
pltal.

The first set of news
briefing to up-date the
news media on Mr
Manley’'s condltion
was - established on
Monday at Jamalca
House by Acting
Prime Minlister Mr. P,
J. Patterson.

Mr. Manley’s daugh-
ters Rachael and Na-
tasha and son Joseph
flew to Mlaml to be
with him as doctors
began carring out test

‘Exchange

These are the buy-
ing rates for foreign
currency at  the

the worst when his close of last week's
doctors dlagnosed that frading at the Bank
he had developed of Jamaica in Kings-

pneumonia. The decl-
slon to admit him to
the University Hospl-
fal was taken late that

evening.

On Sunday, May 27,

ton:
£ sterling = J$11.49.
US dollar = J$6.90.
D'mark = J$4.12.
F. Franc = J$1.72.

on the organisms
which affected his
lungs.

The flnal medical

bulletin on Thursday
sald Mr. Manley was
recovering very well,

but needs rest and
qulet.

Oppasition Leader
Edward Seaga was
among several per-
sons and organlzations
expressing sympathy

to the Prime Minlster.
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MANLEY: I'm OK

y oni the:mend.

Prime Minister Mi-
chael Manley of Ja-
maica hospitalised In
Miami, Florida, with
pneumonia is recover-
ing well and has been
ordered complete rest
by his doctors.

Speaking te Mr P.J.
Patterson, Acting
Prime MiIinister, by
telephone from his
room at the Miami
Heart Institute, Mr
Manley said: “1 have
tfurned the corner and
I‘m going to be okay”,
according to Jam-
press, the government
news agency.

Mr Manley has been
in the Chest Unit of
the Institute since
being rushed there

two weeks ago.
During the brief con-

versation Mr Manley

said he was concerned

about the problems
faced by Jamaican
farmers confronted

with pile-up of crops
In their fields. Mr
Maniley urged quick
action and received
assurance from Mr
Patterson that a team
was working on the
problem.

Mr Patterson also as-

sured Mr Manley of
widespread national
concern and expressed
the hope that he
would have an early
and complete recov-
ery. i

MANLEY 2%
UNDERGOES
SURGERY

Expectations of an
early release for Jamal-
can Prime Minister MI-
chael Manley from hospi-
tal In Mlaml were set
back last week when he
underwent minor surgery
to remove blood clots in
his leg.

JAMPRESS, the gov-
ernment’s news agency
sald Mr Manley has had
a minor and successful
“ligation of the right su-
perficial fermoral veln”
In his right leg on June
16 at the Mlaml Heart In-
stitufe.

This operation Involves
the 1ying off of the vein
In which there were two
venous clots, the Jam-
press release sald. Mr
Manley received- a local
anaesthesla and was con-
sclous during the proce-
dure. .

On Friday afternoon Mr
Manley experlenced a
pain In his leg as he be-
gan his daily walking ex-
ercise in his room. He
drew It to the attentlon
of the docior; and ensu-
Ing Investigations rev-
ealed the clots which had
been partly aggyravated
by the prolonged inactive
perlod while In bed, the
release said.

The clots were conflned
to a single superficlal
veln.

The problem Is not In
any way related fo his
pnuemonia which contin-
ves to respond to treat-
ment, or to the nodule
which was found on his
prostate two months ago.

Jampress sald Mr
Manley Is still eéxpected
to be discharged from
hospltal shortly.

House firm
on MPs wages

The House of Represen-
fatives In Jamaica re-
cently relected an Oppo-
sition resolution
proposing that the level
of iIncrease on emolu-
ments for MPs be Imple-
mented In phases over
five years, starting Janu-
ary 1990 and ending 1994,

At the end of the de-
bate, opened by Mr
Bruce Golding, Opposi-
tion spokesman on FI-
nance, the “noes” In a
voice were obviously In
the majlority, but Gov-
ernment Members In-
sisted on a dlvislon, In
the end there were 34
against the resolution
and nine Members of the
Opposition voting along
strict party lines.

Just before the vote
was taken, the Opposi-
tion’s Karl Samuda left
the chamber. Earlier, Mr
Pearnel Charles, Opposl-
tlon spokesman on Agri-
culture, came In briefly.
He soon left and there
were no other members
of the so-called ‘Gang of
Five’ to give support to

.the Opposltion’s resolu-

tlon,

Denying that he was seek-
Ing to score political points,
Mr Golding sald they were
not opposing the Increase;
what they were concerned
with was the size of the In-
crease and .the rapldity of
Implementation.

He argued that parllamen-
tary salarles could not be
equated with what Membars
could be earning otherwise,
or levels of thelr expendl-
furas, or with whal was pald
In the private seclor. Those
salarfes should nol ba too far
out of line with the Natllonal
Wage Guldelinas which, as
Government pollcy, were Im-
posed on both public and pri-
vate sector workers.

Exchange

Buying rates for
foreign currency at
the close of last
week’s trading at the
Bank of Jamaica In
Kingston: . :

E sterling = J$11.87.

US dollar = J$4.90.

" D’mark = J$4.13.

F. Franc = J$1.722.




Prime Minister Michael
Manley, back home in
Jamaica after being
treated in Miami, Flor-
ida, for double pneumo-
nia, is expected to again
take charge of the Gov-
ernment by September.

This was stated last
week by People’s Na-
tional Party (PNP) and
government spokesmen
who were responding to
questions from the
Gleaner about Mr
Manley’s future in the
government following
speculation about  his
continued leadership
since his recent iliness.

General Secrefary of
the PNP and Minister of
Information Dr Paul Rob-

ertson was firmly of the
view that there was no
question that Mr Manley
would return to lead the
party and the Govern-
ment.

“There Is absolutely no
reason that he should not
return after his surgery
to lead,” Mr Robertson
said. “We expect him to
return to office and com-
piete his term.”

“He is not in any mood
fo give up,” said a close
aide, speaking on condi-
tion he not be identified.
In fact, party spokesmen
said, Mr Manley had to

be strongly advised to-

stop calling his Ministers
of Government from Mi-
ami last week before his

Wa 3/#/90

release from

there.

“Me was taking work
and asking for files on
some matters,” a spokes-
man said. Bui doctors
have ordered that Mr
Manley stay away from
any work for the next six
weeks.

Minister of Health, Eas-
ton Douglas, who has
also been close to Mr
Manley during his recent
illness and hospitaiisation
in Miami, was asked
whether the party had
been contemplating a re-
placement for Mr
Manley.

“There is no contempla-
tion at all (of a replace-
ment for the Prime Min-

hospital

+ few days, the GI

Shearer had
heart attack

Medical tests have revealed that, Mr. Hugh
Shearer (pictured), deputy leader of the JLP
and former deputy "Prime Minister of Ja-
maica, suffered a mild heart attack last week.
He is now in a stable condition.

There are no complications, and he is doing
exiremely well, Dr. Ronald Irvine, told the
Gleaner in Kingston.

_Mr Shearer, 67, left the House of Representa-
fives affer a lengthy sitting on Thursday and
cqrnptamad of a chest discomfort. He was ad-
mitted to Nuttall Memorial Hospital on Friday.

He is expected to be home to convalesce in a

eaner was told.

ister). Mone whatsoever.
We‘re confident that he’ll
get over this (pneumo-
nia) and do his surgery,”
he said.

That surgery has been
set back at least three
times by illness of Mr
Maniey, on each oeccasion
just when it seemed he
was getting in shape for
the surgery. The new
date for surgery to re-
move cancerous nodules
on his prostrate gland is
August 7, a day after Ja-
maica’s Independence
holidays. But party spo-
kesmen said the date was
a tentative one, and de-
pended on Mr Manley’s
continued recovery.

If that date is kept, Mr

" Manley will then spend

five days in the Memo-
rial Sloan Kettering Cen-
tre in the United Stafes
and up fo another week
under observation, affer
the operation, before
being allowed home.
Then would follow the pe-
riod of convalescence
which would take at least
another two weeks.

That would mean Mr
Manley would resume du-
fies early September or
later that month, with a
phased increase in his
workload. A September
resumption would mean
that the Prime Minister
would have been away
from the helm of the gov-
ernment at  Jamaica

House, for five months.

But, Dr Robertson, who
is a close confidant of Mr
Manley’s, said it was
government as usuval and
the business of the Gov-
ernment had not been
put on hold awaiting Mr
Manley‘s return.

Asked about such issues
as the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) March
and June test perfom-
ances as well as matters
like the pile-up on Death
Row, which bhave at-
tracted widespread de-
bate, Dr Robertson said:
“Things have noi been
left hanging.” He said
those and other issues
were being dealt with,
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*“There was an exchange of fire,” Major Williams
said. There were no immediate reports of casualties.

He said government forces were evacuating resi-
dents from homes near the station. . )

The archbishop of Trinidad, who was involved in
negotiations with the rebels, said on Saturday that
Mr. Abu Bakr had told him the prime minister and
the other hostages had been wired with explosives.

- About 250 Jamaat al Muslimeen members are
* said to be involved in the coup attempt.

Trinidad and Tobago has been hit hard by a fall
in the price of oil, its main export, and unemploy-
ment is above 20 percent.

The rebel group has said it acted because eco-
nomic austerity measures enacted by the govern-
ment were causing too much suffering,

On Monday, the government extended a curfew
fer to 18 hours a day and ordered banks to stay
cl

Much of the capital, a city of 60,000, was ablaze
with gangs roaming the streets and stores looted.
Troops and police have been ordered to shoot
looters on sight. There was growing concern about
food supplies because looters had emptied grocery
stores.

Troops Clash

With Muslims
In Trinidad

Television Station Ablaze
After Battle With Radicals
Holding Prime Minister

Compiled by Our Staff From Dispatches
PORT OF SPAIN, Trinidad — Muslim insur-
i‘ts firing automatic weapons battled troops on
onday at a Trinidad state television station that
was seized in a coup attempt, a Trinidad and Toba-

g0 government spokesman said.

¢ firefight set the television station ablaze and

was the first clash between government forces and

rebels since the insurgents stormed the station and

parliament on Friday, taking hostage Prime Minis-

‘ter A. N. R. Robinson and members of his cabinet,
said the spokesman, Major Dave Williams.

The spokesman said anr agreement was imminent

on the release of the hostages.

“Under the apreement, the hostages will be re-
leased unharmed and the rebels will be allowed to
o free to their commune on the outskirts of Port of

pain,” he said.

A spokesman for the rebel group, Kwesi Atiba,
said in a telephone interview from the. television
offices that an agreement had been

"The group, Jamaat al Muslimeen, bas ties to

A senior official at Port of Spain’s main hospital
said at least 300 le were wounded in the chaos
after the coup.
although the Caribbean News Agency has reported
at least 22 people have been killed.

In Washington, a State Department spokesman
said Monday that the Uni ate

_ contact with the government of Trinidad and Toba-

e official confirmed two deaths,

States was int close

g0 but had no plan to intervene militarily.

The spokesman, Richard Boucher, said Washing-
ton knew that the rebels led by Mr. Abu Bakr had
“direct ties with Libya” and that some of its mem-

bers had becn trained in Libya.

reached.

“It's one more example of Libyan involvement
with violent extremist groups
around the world, which we con-
demn,” Mr. Boucher said.

But, describing the rebels as a
“small radical Moslem group,” he
added, “We note at this time there’s
no apparent direct link between
lhi§’ action by this group and Lib-

ya.

Mr. Atiba said that under the accord, the hos-
tages would be released in several stages. He also
said that Mr. Robinson, who was shot in the leg
during the initial assault, had agreed to resign
immediately and that the country would be run by a
government of national unity until elections in 90

honal Heraldd Yolbune  31/%(90

I

days.

Mr. Atiba said that the rebels had been granted
-an amnesty and that their leader, Yasin Abu Bakr,
would be part of the interim government.
. Major-Williams said the fighting began when the
insurgents opened fire on troops sealing off the
television station, in a high-rise office building
about one kilometer (half a mile) from parliament
in Port of Spain,.capital of the twin-isiand Caribbe-

an nation near Venezuela.

Land Dispute May

By Paul F. Horvitz
International Herald Tribune

WASHINGTON — Yasin Abu
Bakr, the Libyan-trained leader of
the Muslim. radicals in Trinidad
and Tobago, is a man with a cause,
but his avowed aim of removing the
government by force to end pover-
ty and reshape the island’s society
may have far more mundane roots.

Mr. Abu Bake’s Muslim com-
mune on the outskirts of Port-of-
Spain has been a thorn in the gov-
ernment’s side for years, and earlier
this month the group lost an evic-
tion lawsuit after a long-running
land dispute, according to a Trini-
dad official based here.

“It was viewed by the govem-
ment as a problematic group, and
they have been subject to police
raids for arms and ammunition,”
said Roger Moore, first secretary of
the Trinidad and Tobago embassy
in Washington.

“They also had a conflict with

the government over the site of -

their headquarters,” he said. “The
government said they were squat-
ting. They just lost that case,™

n Fnday, Mr. Abu Bakr and
his followers stormed parliament

K

and took Primic Minister A.N.R.
Robinson and most of his cabinet
hostage, Mr. Moore surmised that
the eviction may have triggered the
coup attempt,’

e extent of Mr. Abu Bakr's
ties to Libya was still unclear, Mr.
Moore said.

In a radio interview over the
weekend, Mr. Abu Bakr said he
had visited Libya several times and
was “a personal friend” of Colonel’
Moammar Gadhafi. -

Mr. Abu Bakr and two aides re-
ceived training in Libya last fall, a
U.S. State Department official told
The New York Times.

The Canadian Press news agency
quoted a Muslim leader in Montre-
al as saying that Mr. Abu Bakr’s

oup receives support from Mus-

ims around the world,

Mr. Abu Bakr, who is said to
have spent nine years on Trinidad’s
national police force, converted to
Islam some years ago while living
in Canada, Mr. Moore said. -

He is of African descent, Mr.
Moore said, appears to be in his
mid to late 40s and is married, with
two or three wives, according to
-Muslim tradition,

a. .

11 Kingston, Jamaica, Acting
Prime Minister P.J. Patterson an-
nounced that a contingent of Ja-
maican troops was beingsent to
Barbados on Monday and was pre-
paring to go to Trinidad and Toba-

o0.if asked to assist government
orces there.

(Reuters, AFP)

Be Prime Motive

“According to a report in The
Toronto Star, Mr. Abu Bakr lived
in Toromg [for more than t'iv‘cl
years, studying engineering an
then working for the Canadian
Broadcasting Corp.

A political activist, he created his
Muslim commune in 1984 after re-
turning to Trinidad.

The commune, named Jamaat al
Muslimeen, or Group of Muslims,
has about 200 to 300 members who
converted o Islam, Mr. Moore esti-
mated. Most Trinidadians are Hin-
du or Christian.

Mr. Abu Bakr and his followers
sympathize with the militant ideas
of Black Muslims in the United
States. In his writings, he has pre-
sented himself as a spokesman for
victims of social injustice and cor-
ruption.

“He was able to recruit among
the underprivileged and disaffected
youth, and he started vigilante ef-
forts against drug dealers,” Mr.
Moore said,

Police seized assault rifles and
ammunition in earlier raids on the
commune, Mr. Moore said, adding
that the source of the arms was not
known.




Gaddafi coup link
-raises terror fears.

By David Reﬁwick in Port of Spain and Tim Butcher

THE ATTEMPTED coup in
Trinidad and Tobago by a Mus-
lim group backed by Libya will
raise fears in the United States
that Col Gaddafi is ence again
bent on sponsoring extremist
groups internationally.

The events in Washington's
“backyard” will also under-
mine the view that former
President Reagan's 1986
bombing of Tripoli and Bangh-
azi has reduced Libya's sup-
port for violent groups. - 2

The self-proclaimed
“Imam'' Yasin Abu Bakr,
leader of the Jamaat al-Musli- .

min group behind the week-: &&

end's bloody coup, has visited
Tripoli several times, most
recently last year. - ey =

Trinidad police claim to have

found illegal firearms in Abuiru™" =2 % i@
_Caribbean and South, Ameri-

Bakr's commune and said his
supporters had ‘‘received mili-
tary training’’ in Libya.

But some observers estimate
that the Jamaat group has
received little more than
£100,000 from Libya.

A US State Department
report in January 1986,
entitled Libya Under Gaddafi
— A Pattern’ of Aggression,

said agents of Col Gaddafi had™

become increasingly active in
the Caribbean since 1984.

US officials in Washington
were quoted in.April 1987 as
saying that Libyan agents had
been engaged in low-key
efforts to undermine pro-West-
ern governments in the Carib-
bean, financing radical groups
and in some cases encouraging
them to commit terrorist
activities.

_ The report said Libya was
providing support for revolu-
tionary movements in at least
nine Caribbean countries —
Trinidad and Tobago, Jamaica,
Antigua, Dominica, St Lucia,
Guadeloupe, Martinique, Haiti
and French Guyana. o

Also in April 1987, Venezu-
ela deported a Libyan national
who was in possession of plans
to support radical groups in
Trinidad and Tobago and other

Yasin Abu Bakr: E
- visits to Tripoli - -

can countries.

.The man's name was Abdul
Salim Ashur, and the Venezue-
lans.said he had plans in his
possession including codes
referring to sums of money,
explosives and arms.

Jamaat's membership of a
few hundred amounts to.a tiny
minority of Trinidad and
Tobago’s Muslims, who com-
prise about eight per cent of
the 1-2 million population.

Like all other Caribbean
countries, Trinidad and
Tobago experienced an influx
of Muslims among slaves
brought from Africa and
workers brought from India
after the formal abolition of
slavery in the mid-19th
century.

@ Hugh Davies, in Bridge-
town, Barbados, writes:
Stranded in Barbados by the
coup, Mr Sahadeo Basteo, For-
eign Minister of Trinidad, said:
““My government has been
legitimately : elected and has
been assiduously trying to put
the country's economy back on
stream.

“I will be no party to totali-
tarianism or to decisions made
by those who enjoy power from
the barrel of a gun."”

Looting rages
in coup capital

By David Renwick in Portof Spain -

LOOTING of shops and super-
markets raged yesterday in

parts of Port of Spain, the capi-* "

tal of Trinidad and Tobago, as
efforts continued to obtain the
freedom of the Prime Minister,
Mr Raymond Robinson, and
members of his Cabinet held
hostage by followers of the
Islamic fundamentalist leader
Imam Bakr. £ o
. Little headway seemed to

have been made in settling.the~

crisis as Canon Knolly Clarke,
an Anglican priest accepted by
both sides as as -negotiator,
shuttled between the captors

and members of the govern-’

ment still at liberty.. -

--Reports that the Prim;a.' Min: <"
ister had agreed-to- the-

demands of the rebelsrand
would step down and allow his

deputy, Mr Winston Doo- -

keran, to be interim Prime
Minister until new elections

Dm'l\) Vel ap[/l
34/‘;%

are held in 90 days, could not.
be confirmed. * -

Mr, Dookeran and other
members of the government
have gathered at'a secret loca-
tion. The captives,said by the
fundamentalists to have been
wired to explosives after being
taken prisoner during a coup
attempt, are being held in the

- parliament building.

~ As shuttle negotiations con-
tinued, Bakr relayed: a mes-
sage to ‘a state-owned radio

.station. denying that he had’

asked for a plane to come from
Libya to take himr and” his
followers out of Trinidad.
According to witnesses, food
and domestic appliances worth
millions of dollars were carried
away by gangs of young men
who roamed the streets out-
side the 22-hour curfew area
around the parliament build-

_ing, smashing shop windows

and sometimes carrying off
looted goods in convoys of
vehicles. 2 oSS

Even filling stations in the
east of Port of Spain were
taken over by the looters, who
were offering passing motor-
ists petrol at half the normal
price. ) e

Police warned looters that,
with a state of :emergency in
force, they would -be shot if
they did not leave the streets.

Random gunfire was heard
throughout yesterday, -and
broadcasts said at- least 22
people had been killed and
scores wounded.since the
rebels, members of the -mili-
tant Jamaat al Muslimeen
group, stormed into parlia-
ment late on Friday, firing AK-
47 rifies and taking Mr Robin-
son and 11 other ministers
captive. Police said the casual-
ties could be much higher.



The once-carefree
islands of Trinidad
and Tobago have been
beset by troubles for
some years but, as
MAURICE WEAVER
reports, the Abu Bakr
_coup attempt came
as a major surprise

HE mental image of thé
Prime Minister of Trinidad

. and Tobago, Arthur Napoleon |

Raymond (Ray) Robinson,
wired up to a bomb in his own Parlia-
ment building, at risk of being blown
to shreds on the whim of rebel Mus-
lim fanatics, has very effectively
focused world attention on that tiny
Caribbean island. Once again para-
dise has lived up to its reputation for
ultimate ugliness.

To those who think of this tropical
republic as just a couple of carefree
islands in the sun, the spiritual home
of calypso and carnival, such trau-
matic evenls may have come as an
uncomfortable shock. Twenty rep-
orted dead. in the Muslims’ coup
attempt, scores wounded as gunmen
grab key buildings, looting on a grand
scale...can it be the same land of
water-melon smiles and steel bands
that the holiday brochures portray?

But there have been warning sig-
nals enough over the past two years,
as Trinidad has lurched from one
political and economic crisis to the
next. The most insensitive  tourist
must have noticed the children beg-

ging on the streets, the worried faces, -
the sour note being struck by social-.

commentating calypso singers.

Nor is this sudden outburst of vio-
lence to be dismissed as just another
punch-up in a coconut republic. The
twin islands, commanding the south-
ern neck 'of the Caribbean; are too
strategically placed for Washington
‘o ignore what happens there. They

sit four-square on one of the world’s
infamous drug routes,'between South

America and the United States. And,

. Rainbow’s end: the carnival islands have been stunned by the coup against Prime Minister Ray Robinson (above)

saielenst N
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said members. of his group "“‘could

hardly believe their ears’ when they |
. heard what had happened. *‘We call

ours the rainbow country,’l said

Campbell, “‘because people of so

many different hues livé in harmony.

We knew there were rabble rousers-

. around, there always are, but this is

deeply shocking tous."” .

30 miles

VENEZUELA

strations in Surinam, the local Libyan

Charge . d'Affaires, publicly urged .

‘““Caribbean revolutionaries’ to “'sign
up for the fight against imperialism”’.
" That the fight should draw blood in
Trinidad is a reflection of the vulnera-
bility of that society to instability
after a period of painful economic
decline. The two islands, discovered

i

liams. They were. tried for treason,
convicted, appealed successfully and
released. .

Williams successfully reassured the
world that the attempt was a freakish
affliction of democratic immaturity,

and both foreign investment and tour- .

ism quickly regained vigour. With the

sky-high oil prices of the Seventies, .

pso of all

‘meted. Trinis and their lesé-fa_voured

compatriates from the smaller island
of Tobago, saw their living standards
slump dramatically with per capita
income plunging from $6,800 (£3,736)
a year to $3,000 (£1,648):

The poor were the first to feel the
draught with unemployment rocket-
ing from under 10 per cent to 21 per
cent. Well-off Trinis; 'who had filled
their new homes with consumer prod-
ucts — Japanese cars, satellite TV’s,
electronic goods — soon found their
lifestyles unsustainabie. Crime, juve-
nile delinquency and drug abuse
became features of a disintegrating
society whose leaders could not meet
the expectations of their people.

Robinson, whose party, the

‘We knew that there
were rabble rousers
around, there always,

~are, but this is
deeply shocking to us’

National Alliance for Reconstruction
(NAR), took power in 1986 with the
squeeze already on and the national
coffers emptying fast, was forced to
appeal for “‘sacrifice and understand-

_ing”’. The crisis revealed how badly

the economy had been mismanaged
during the boom years, with money
wasted on unviable industrial pro-
jects while the agricultural base was
allowed to decay. In 1988 the Premier
was forced to go to the International
Monetary Fund for aid, and the fund's
usual stiff conditions did little to
enhance his popularity.

Such traumas inevitably rocked the
political boat. In 1987 Robinson’s
support began to fragment as the
Asian Indian grouping in his party
broke away. A constant and predict-
able stream of criticism came from
the small but noisy black Muslim fac-

. tion, the-Jamaat al Muslimin, led by

Abu Bakr. . ‘

This has had a troubled relationship
with the authorities over a wide vari-
ety of issues ranging from allegations
of murder, rape, larceny and posses-
sion of weapens, to building a mosque
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