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Hail, Walcott!

By Pamela Beshoff

It is not generally known, and
it has not been mentioned in
any of the biographical mate-
rial describing Derek Walcott,
that he once worked at the
“Daily Gleaner’’ in Jamaica.

While not suggesting that this
hitherto unreported stint influ-
enced the decision-makers on
the Nobel Prize committee,
“Gleaner” hacks may bask in
his reflected glory.

At a recent session following
the reading of his book “Ome-
ros’’, the masterpiece which
undoubtedly set the seal on his
winning the Nobel Peace
Prize, Walcott was clearly ill at
ease. One point he made
should be emphasised - relat-
ing to the encroachment of
tourism on the ordinary world
of the average St. Lucian. He
spoke of a small fishing village
where high-rise hotels had
sprung up.

Stockholm, Oct.,
Cana-Reuter:

EMINENT St. Lucian poet Derek Walcott
was Thursday named winner of this year's
Nobel prize for literature.

Sture Allen, permanent secretary of the
academy, announced the 1992 award at its
Stockholm offices, by tradition as an orno-
mental clock struck one p.m.

Allen read out a line from cne of Wal-
cott’'s poems: “At the end of this sentence,
rain will begin.”

He said the 18-member academy had
reached Its choice this Thuyrsday, after sif-
ing through a fotal 250 candidctes at the
beginning of the selection process.

Walcott's mix of Caribbean, English and
Africen fraditions had been a main foctor in

The tourist life uitimately
drained life from a village
where fishermen risked their
lives at war with the elements
to make their living.

The traditional fisherman’s
life became unreal, while the
hot-house, enclosed, neon-lit
life of the visitors from an-
other land, who never came
into contact with the ordinary
people, came to be considered
the real world.

It is this point, wrapped in
subtlety and language of great
beauty, which lies at the heart
of “Omeros’” and makes it
such a fascinating and beguil-
ing poem.

The greatest quality of Wal-
cott’s work is not only its out-
standing beauty, but its com-
passion. A Nobel Prize winner
in which all West Indians take
pride.

the choice.

Allen said he ecriler talked to Walcott by
telephone, and quoted the writer as saving
he was “honoured and shocked"”.

The academy citation said Walcott's stvle
was melodious and sensitive and seemed to
resuit from a prolific inspiration, adding
that through his works “he speaks to each
and every one of us.”

The accdemy said the experience of grow-
ing up on the isolated volcanic island of St.
Lucio hod exerted a strong influence on
Walicott's life and work.

Though he hod travelied widely, Walicott
“felt himself deeply rooted in Caribbean
society with (ts cultural fusion of African,
Asiatic and Europecn elements,” the acade-
my citation sald.



PM, Seaga send congrats

PRIME Minlister P.J. Patterson and Opposl-
tion leader Edward Seaga both sent congrat-
vlatory messages to Derek Walcott, recipi-
ent of the 1992 Nobel Prize for Literature.

In his message the Prime Minister said:
“Please occept the heartfelt congratulations
of the Government and people of Jamaica
on recelving the ultimate accolode — The
Nobel Prize,

“This recognition of your work must be
the crowning glory in an lllustrious career.
It Is also a timely recognition of the contri-
bution that artists of our region have been
making to the world.

“The Caribbean Is proud of your achleve-
ment and rejolces with you in this significant
moment.”

Mr. Walcott Is a St. Luclan, and |olns his
countryman, Sir Arthur Lewis, who shared
the prize In economics with an American in

1979.

Rt. Hon. Edward Seaga, PC, MP, Leader of
the Opposition and Leader of the Jamaica
Labour Party, In his reaction vesterday to
the awarding of the distinguished Nobel
Prize In Literature to Derek Walcott said,
“This Is fantastic news for St. Lucla and the
entire Caribbean.”

In his message of congratulation Mr.
Seapa said:

“You have |olned the Iate Sir Arthur
Lewis as being the only two Caribbean citi-
zens to have won the Nobel Prize and It must
be extremely gratifying to 5t. Lucla and all
St. Luclans that the two Carlbbean Noble
Prize winners have both come from 5t.
Lucia.’

‘You have made all the people of the
Caribbean extremely proud and we In Jo-
malca can feel a real sense of pride In the
fact that you began your poetic |ourney here
at the Mona Campus of the University of the
West Indles, where, for a time, we were
classmates.

'Your writing exemplifies the richness of
Carlbbean culture In literaure In the way the
late: Bob Mariey captured the affectton of
the world In'hls music. - o




POESIE AUS DER KARIBIK

Der Dichter Derek Walcoft erhielt
den diesjdhrigen Literatur-Nobelpreis

Walcott und das Meer:

Geboren zwischen Wasser und
Wellen auf der karibischen In-
sel St. Lucia, wichst er auf.
Dort, wo viele Rassen und
Kulturen verschmelzen zu ei-
nem brodelnden zischenden
Allerlei, ist Walcott umgeben
von afrikanischen, spanischen,
franzosischen, kreolischen und
englischen Elementen. Und er
selbst ist am ehesten Schwar-
zer, wenn auch kein reiner...
Mitten im Karibischen Meer
auf einer von vielen Inseln, de-
ren Grenzen immer nur einen
Namen haben, namlich
Wasser, entwickelt Walcott
eine eigene Sprache, die
durchtrankt ist wvon Un-
endlichkeit. Die Kraft der Na-
tur steckt in seinen Worten
und macht seine Sprache zum
Abbild des GroBeren, Unaus-
sprechlichen, das man wohl
spurt in seinen Gedichten, aber
dem Walcott sich beugt in kla-
rer, bildreicher Sprache, die
nicht mehr will als das Ver-
mitteln natiirlichen Empfin-
dens.

“Ich muf die kalten kleinen Steine
der Quelle
auf meine Zunge legen, um ihre
Sprache zu lernen,
um gewifl wie Esche und Birke zu
sprechen.”

(aus "Hinterland”)

Kraft seiner Gefithle, den Ge-
fithlen eines Menschens, der
Wahrheit sehen will, entbloBt
er das fade und phantasielose
Klischee, das die Insel als Ur-
laubstraum fiir Touristen pro-
pagiert. Er durchbricht den
Glitzerstaub der Einfalt und
gibt Palmen, Papageien und
Wasser ihr ureigenes Wesen
zuriick. Walcott komponiert
seine eigene Melodie. Mit Al-
legorien, Bildern und Mythen
schafft er in seiner unkonven-
tionellen Lyrik ein realistisches
Abbild vom Wesen der Dinge.

Poetisch ja, aber gemag der un-
vertraumten Inselwelt ohne
Nostalgie und Selbstmitleid. Er
schreibt tiber eigene Beobach-
tungen von Diskriminierung
und Rassenhaf: "wenn/ das
Wechselgeld in der Kleinstadt-
apotheke ich/ mir nehme, dann

Durek Walcott

Sno
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scheuen der Kassiererin Finger- | immer wieder neu entdecken

spitzen/ meine Hand, als ob sie
die ihre versengen” ("Nord und
Siid"). Kritisch und polemisch
macht er sich Luft. Er, der
mitten auf der multinationalen
Insel Opfer ist, Opfer wie jeder
andere auch in einem Kessel
konflikttrachtigen Beieinan-
ders.

“Selbst wenn mit seinem Nagel-
regen Friihling

kommt wund Eisenschmuck
schwarzen Lachen

trieft, wird die Welt dlter, um eine
Jahreszeit, doch weiser wird sie
nicht.”

in

(aus "Nord und Sid")

Themen sind u.a. das verdor-
bene Paradies, die Identitatssu-
che und die existentielle Hei-
matlosigkeit. Er schreibt vor-
wiegend epische Lyrik. Seine
bildreiche, doch kontrollierte
Sprache erinnert an die gren-
zenlose Phantasie eines Kindes.
"Ungebildet und unwissend”
entdeckt er die Welt, er, der
Dichter Walcott: "Er muB
gleichsam jeden Buchstaben

lernen. Das ist die Entdec-
kungsreise des  Gedichts.”
(Walcott).

In seiner Heimat findet er we-
nig Anklang: Die kulturschwa-
che Gegend hat wenig Gbrig fur
"Kiichenschaben und Spinnen
im Kopf'- Reaktion auf seinen
ersten Gedichtband, den er mit
18 Jahren herausgibt. Es zieht.
ihn weg nach London, wo er
wihrend seines 30-jdhrigen
Aufenthalts den  Trinidad
Theater Workshop griindet.
1966 bekommt er fiir seinen
Lyrikband "The Castaways’
("Die  AusgestoBenen”) zwei

Preise, den Royal Society of

Literature und den Welsh Art
Council. Sein 300 Seiten langer
Gedichtband "Omeros” ("Der
Erlenbaum™) wird 1991 mit
einem britischen Preis ausge-
zeichnet. Heute ist er Litera-
turprofessor in Boston. Ins
Deutsche wurde bisher erst ein
Band iibersetzt: "Das Konig-
reich des Sternapfels” (Hanser

1989).

Anke Lorenzen
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W Gastkommentar: Zum Nobelpreis fiir Derek Walcott

Paternalismus, Europas

letzte Bastion

Esist aufschiuBreich. daB der Nobelpreis filr Litera-
tur an Derek Walcott verlichen wurde, einen schwar-
zen Poeten, geboren auf der kleinen Karibikinsel
Santa Lucia, der nicht nur dem breiten Publikum un-
bekannt ist, sondern auch einem groBen Teil der Lite-
raturkritik. Und es scheint mir ein simpler Aktdes
Anstands zu sein, zu fragen, worilber diese Tatsache
AufschiuB gibt. Esist wohl unvermeidlich, daB viele
das Datum 1992, an demsich die Ankunft Kolumbus'
anden Ktsten Amerikas — genauer: an den Kiisten
einer kleinen karibischen Insel — zum fiinfhundert-
sten Mal jihrt, in einem einfachen logischen SchiuB
mit der Verleihung des Nobelpreises an einen schwar-
- zenund karibischen Dichterin Verbindung bringen
und inder Folge die Auszeichnung ftir Walcott als Er-
gebnis einer politisch-historischen Verpflichtung der
schwedischen Akademie sehen. Meine langen Jahre

des polemischen Kontakts mit dem literarischen Eu- -

rozentrismus erlauben mir die Annahme. daB dies —
von Ausnahmen abgeschen — das beherrschende
Kriterium sein wird.

Diese subtile Form des Rassismus hat ein nur allzu
klares Fundament. Uber Jahrhunderte hinweg waren
das Konzept der europiischen Literatur und das der
Weltliteratur ein und dasselbe; was in anderen Teilen
der Welt geschrieben wurde, war Folkiore oder Ob-
jekt der Neugierde von Sinologen und Arabisten.
Diese Vorstellung, die zumindest zwischen dem 17.
und dem 19. Jahrhundert eine unanfechtbare Wahr-
heit war, ist heute ein absoluter Anachronismus. Die
Sohne und Tochter der ehemaligen Sklaven haben
von der Sprache der Kolonisatoren Besitz ergriffen,
sie erneuert und bereichert, und sie sind es heute. die
am Kopf der Tafel Platzgenommen haben und den
Ton angeben. Europa jedoch weigert sich, dies anzu-

erkennen. Heimgesucht von den Gespenstern des
Rassismus und der Fremdenfeindlichkeit. verschanzt
essich hinter den Mauern der Maastrichter Festung.
Europas letzte Bastion ist der Paternalismus: ihm zu-
folge kann die Verleihung des Nobelpreises an Derek
Walcott nichts anderes sein als ein Zugestindnis der
Schwedischen Akademie an den 500. Jahrestag.

Mehrals ein Verbrechen ist dieser paternalistische
Blick eine Dummbheit. Ein groBer Teil der europii-
schen Literatur beraubt sich damit der Bereicherung,
die ein gleichberechtigter Austausch mit anderen Li-
teraturen bedeuten wiirde. Schon 1983 hatte der russi-
sche Dichter und Kritiker Joseph Brodsky. ebenfalls
Nobelpreistriger, die geistige und intellektuelle Feig-
heit benannt, die es bedeutet, die auBerordentlichen
Werte des Werkes von Derek Walcott nicht universell
anzuerkennen.

Ohne Zweifel: Die schwedische Akademie hat
klug entschieden. Die Literaturkritik. die Verleger
und die Leser in Europa sollten nun so viel Weisheit
zeigen, sichin aller Bescheidenheit dem Werk von
Walcott zu nihern. des gréBten lebenden Dichtersin
englischer Sprache, der die Bescheidenheit. die
GroBe und das Genie hatte zu schreiben:

I'mjust a red nigger who love the sca,

I have a sound colonial education.

I have Dutch. nigger and English in me.
and either I'm nobody or I'm a nation.

Jesis Diaz
Kubanischer Schriftsteller und Filmemacher. Er wurde ins Exil ge-
rwungen. nachdem er vor einigen Monaten in cinem obskuren Droh-
brief des kubantschen Kuhturministers Armando Hart rhetorisch zum
Tode verurteilt wurde. Diaz lebt zur Zeitin Berlin.
Ubersetzung: Bert Hoffmann



Nobelpreis fiir Literatur fiir Derek Walcott

m Ein , Grenzgiinger zwischen den Kulturen” aus Trinidad erhlt in diesem Jahr den

Literatur-Nobelpreis / Allgemeine Uberraschung

Bedlin (dpa/taz) —..sssame pro-
cedure as every year, James ... Jedes
Jahr um dieselbe Zeit bricht in al-
len Redaktionen dasselbe Chaas
aus: die Nobelpreisjury hat getagt,
und die Voraussagen sind Altpa-
pier géworden; unbekannte Na-
men werden milthsam buchsta-

biert, und der. Eurozentrismus -

richt sich aufs bitterste. Nachdem
sich alles miteinander mit Wole So-
yinka (1986) und Nagib Mahfuz
(1988) blamiert haben, génnte uns
das schwedische Politbiro kundi-
ges Aufatmen mit Paz (1990) und
Gordimer (1991), um in diesem
Jahr wicder mit einer volkerver-
bindenden Uberraschung aufzu-
warten: Der Nobelpreis fur Litera-
tur geht an den karibischen Lyriker
Derek Walcott.

Der 62jihrige lebt in Trinidad
und Boston, wo er Anglistik lehrt,
und wird ,als Grenzgiinger zwi-
schen den Kulturen" gewlirdigt.
Niemand sagt es besser als dpa:
.Aus seiner karibischen Heimat,
der englischen Sprache und seinen
afrikanischen Wurzeln schipit er
seine dichterische Kraft."

Der schinste auf deutsch erhiilt-
liche Text tber Walcott ist von
dem Lyriker Joseph Brodsky, der
zum , Konigreich des Sternapfels*
(1979) eine Einflihrung schrieb:

Foto: nir

Derek Walcott

.Derek Walcott wurde auf der In-

sel St. Lucia geboren, wo, des Rei-
ches milde, die Sonne untergeht. Sie
erhitzt dabei allerdings einen
Schmelztiegel von Rassen und
Kulturen, viel gréBer als irgendein
anderer nordlich des Aquators.
Das Reich, aus dem dieser Dichter
kommt, ist ein echtes genetisches
Babel; englisch jedoch ist seine
Zunge.

I'm just a red nigger who love the
sea, /I had a sound colonial educa-
tion. / I have Durch, nigger, and
English in me, / and either I'm no-

.wohnerInnen,

body, or I'm anation.
Ein roter Nigger, der lieben das

.Meer,/ Bin ich, mit echt kolonialem

Diplom;/ Hab Hollindisch, Nigger
und Englisch in mir, / Bin entweder
niemand oder eine Nation.
Withrend der bald vierzig Jahre,
die Walcott dabei ist, haben ihn
Kritiker an beiden Kiisten des
Meeres als ,,westindischen Dichter
aus der Karibik* etikettiert ... In
diesen Versuchen, den Mann als
einen Regionalschriftsteller darzu-
stellen, wird sowohl eine geistige
als auch eine geistliche Feigheit
sichtbar, die im weiteren wohl, sei-
tens der Kritikerzunft, durch die
fehlende Bereitschaft zuzugeben
erkldrt werden kann, daB der
groBe Dichter der englischen Spra-
che ein Schwarzer ist. Man kann
das auch ciner villig zerstdrten
Ohrleiste oder einer mit Speck um-
wachsenen Netzhaut zuschrci-
ben."

Die Nicht- zur-Kcnntmsnahme

. karibischer Literatur in Europa,

vor allem aber in Deutschland, ist
eklatant; der Schriftsteller und
Theoretiker Eduard Glissant ist
hierfur ein weiteres Beispiel. Die
Region Westindien ist durch den
Kolonionalismus politisch zerstilk-
kelt; die Ausrottung seiner Urein-
die Einschiffung

faz 9[40]92

von Sklavinnen aus Afrika, dic
Zwangsansiedelung der européi-
schen Besatzer von Bevilkerungs-
gruppen dus Indien und Asien hat
die Erwirtschaftung des westlichen
Fetischbegriffes ,.Identitit** nicht
eben vereinfacht. Die kulturelle
JIdentitit" dieser Region liegt vor
allem in der Formung eigener
Sprachen, die aus dem Kreoli-
schen, dem ,,reinen* Franzdsisch,
dem Pidgin-Englisch und dem Be-
satzerenglisch gebildet werden
und andere Idiome aufnehmen.
Die VergeBlichkeit der Ge-
schichte, die an Sprache gebunden
ist, wird damit, heute erst, aufgeho-
ben: die Lyrik markiert den Rand
des BewuBtseins. ,Schlagt dieses
Buch auf*, schreibt Brodsky, ,.und
seht ...den grauen, eisernen Hafen
an einer Méwe / rostiger Angel sich
dffnen, hort das Himmelsfenster
knirschen 7/ bei hereingewlirgtem
Rilckwdrtsgang, seid gewarnt: es
wird Am Ende dieses Satzes Regen
setzen. / Am Rande des Regens ein
Segel ..".

Einzig libersetzt:

Derek Walcott: Das Konigrelch
des Sternapfels.

Gedichte, aus dem Englischen
iibertragen von Klaus Martens.
Mit einem Vorwort von Joseph
Brodsky, Hanser Verlag



Derek Walcott

Mit Derek Walcott hat den Nobelpreis fiir Literatur 1992 zum ersten
Mal ein Autor aus der Karibik erhalten. Walcott wurde am 23.
Januar 1930 in Castries auf St. Lucia geboren. 1953 schloB er sein
Studium an der University of the West Indies ab. Mit 50 verliefl er
die Karibik und lehrt heute an der Universitat von Boston in den
USA.

Bekannt wurde er durch liber dreiig Theaterstiicke und zahlreiche
Gedichte. Von seinem umfangreichen Werk liegt bisher auf deutsch
nur Das Kénigreich des Sternapfels, eine Auswahl seiner Gedichte,
vor. Wie in seinen Stiicken thematisiert er auch hier die
historische Erfahrung der Bewohner der Karibik. In dem im Original
mit einer deutschen iibersetzung abgedruckten Titelgedicht erzahlt
er in ungewohnten aber sehr prizisen Bildern ein modernes Epos:

[...] Eines Morgens wurde die Karibik zerteilt

durch sieben Premierminister, sie kauften sie in Posten -
eintausend Meilen Aquamarin, von Spitze ums&umt,

eine Million Yards limonenfarbene Seide,

eine Meile violetten, Meilen wolkigen Satin -,

zu angemessenerem Preis verkauften sie’s weiter

an dieselben Konglomerate, Pachter der Wasserhosen

auf neunundneunzig Jahre, im Tausch fiir fiinfzig Schiffe,
die die Ballen verscherbelten an Minister,

die nur ein Bankkonto besaBen, die sie wiederverkauften
als Werbung fiir die Karibische Wirtschaftsgemeinschaft,
bis einen Zipfel der See ein jeder sein eigen nannte [...] (S. 38 und
40)

In Nord und Siid reflektiert Walcott die karibische Erfahrung des
Lebens in den USA:

[...] Hier, in Manhattan, leb ich

eng und kalt, die Sohlen starr vor Eis

trotz wollener Socken: im eingezdunten Hof
ertragen verbissen Bidume den Februarwind,

der Eisenboden birgt einige Freunde.

Selbst wenn mit seinem Nagelregen Friihling
kommt und Eisesschmutz in schwarze Lachen
trieft, wird die Welt dlter, um eine
Jahreszeit, doch weiser nicht sein. (S. §5-56)

Treffend charakterisiert Klaus Martens Walcotts Lyrik in seinem
Nachwort so:

Walcotts Poesie ist kritisch und polemisch, aber nicht demagogisch. Sie
schidnt sich nicht ihres autobiographischen Angeriihrtseins und ihres
Sentimensts, doch ist sie nicht wehleidig, die Luft wird nicht stickig. Sie
%st mit Kenntnis durchtrénkt, aber sie trdgt sie nicht zur Schau [...]

S. 102)

Joseph Brodsky wehrt sich zu Recht dagegen, Walcott als
'westindischen Dichter’ oder bloBen Regionalschriftsteller
abzutun:

Fast vierzig Jahre lang schlugen seine hartnidckigen Zeilen, wie Flutwellen,
in die englische Sprache und gerannen zu einem Archipel von Gedichten, ohne
die eine Karte der modernen Literatur kaum von Makulatur zu unterscheiden
widre. (S. 15)

Derek Walcott: Das Kénigreich des Sternapfels. Miinchen: Hanser, 31992 (Rdition Akzente) 104 S. DM
28,--

Peter Briédunlein



Nobelpreis s fiir den Kkaribischen
Lyriker Walcott: ,Wieso ich?

500 Jahre nach der Eroberung Amerikas durch Christcophn
Kolumbus und seine Nachtolger hat auch di=z2 Nobelprelis-
akademie in Stockholm die Karibik wiederentdeckt. Ler
Ncbelpreis fiur Literatur wurde an den Schriftsteller
Derek Walcott verliehen - Kolumbus ladt gruden.
Zumindes=t bei deutschen Buchhindlern stie2 ciese Wah!
zundchst avs Unverstidndnis: Derek Walcott - wer ist das?
was hat er geschrieben? Es gibt ihn (fast)

deutschsprachigen Buchmarkt und das
Geschatft!

nicht aur dem
ist schlecht fir das

Der Farbige Derek Walcott, dessen Grolmutter ncch direskt
von Sklawven abstammen soll, wurde 1930 auf Saint Lucia
geboren. Mit 18 Jahren verdffentlichte er sein erstes

Werk "25 Poems", mit 23 zog er nach Trinidad & Tokbazo,

wC
er als Theater- und Kunstkritiker arbeitete. Seit acht
Jahren lehrt er an der University of Boston Literatur. Er
war zweimal wverheiratet und hat drei Kinder. Der Litera-
tur Nobelpreis ist mit 1,7 Millionen Mark dotiert, damit

will er, wie er sagt, fir seine Familie ein Haus bauen.
In der englischsprachigen Welt ist er schon lange als

g Genie bekannt und wird
als "Homer of the Cari-
bic” bezeichnet.

1962 verdffentlichte er
seinen ersten Gedichte-
gt band "/n a Green
B Night'". Bereits Anfang
| der funfziger Jahre de-
bitierte er mit dem
f Drama "Henri Chris-
tophe”. 1967 wurde sein
Drama "Der Traum vom
Arfrenfelsen”™ uraufge-
fihrt, ein Werk, dap
als eine untergriindige
Antwort autf Shakespea-
res "Sturm" gewertet
wird, ebenfalls ein in
der Karibik handelndes
Drama. Daniel Defoes
"Robinson Crusoe" ist
das andere europailische
Werk, das Walcott in
seinen Gedichten zi-
tiert. Robinson Crusoe
weckt unzeahnte Asso-
ziationen von Ferne und
Freiheit in uns Europa-
ern. Robinson Crusoce
ist aber auch der aus-
gesetzte, gestrandete
Europder, der in dem
Eingeborenen "Freitag”
seinem anceren [CH be-

Derek Walcont



geznet. Crusoe und Freitag,

das ist die Person,
Walcott sich

celber autfsucht.

in der

Mit Walcott’s 1973 publizierter Gedichtesammiung "Ansther
Lifes/Ein anderes Leben" begann sein Ruhm stetig zu wach-
sen. Aus seinen Werken "The Star-Apple Kindom" (1378),
"The Fortunate Traveller” (128l) und "Micdsummer" erschien
beim Hauser Verlag in Miinchen 198¢ das einzige deutsch-
sprachige Werk "Das Konigreich des Sternapfels”. Klaus
Martens hat die Ubersetzung gemach:t, sein Fdorderer, der

russische Schrifttesteller Joseph Brodsky hat das Vorwort
geschrieben.

Walcectt ist

ein wichtiger Autoar seines Kulturkreises, zu-
gleich auch

einer der bedeutencsten Poeten der Geganwart.
Was ihn von seinen vielgelesenen beruhmten Kollegen un-
terscheidet ist seine Sprache - schwer verstiandlich. Was
cdem angelsdachsischen Leser 2uerst auffsdllt, da er seiner
eigenen Sprache, der Weltsprache dieses Jahrhunderts
plotzlich als Fremder gegenibersteht. Walcott schreibtt in
seiner karibischen Umgangssprache, in einer Mischung aus
Patois und Pidgin-Englisch, dieser fehlerhaftten, aus tau-
senden fremder [diomen zusammengesetzten Sprache cder bri-
tischen Kolonialvdlker. Er betreibt einen linguistischen
Eroberungsrteldzug gegen die Herren von einst. Durch seine
Gedichte kolonialisiert er die abenclandische, die angel -
sdchsische Sprache und formt sie zu einem neuen Weltreich
der Poesie.

MSge die Nobelpreisakademie noch viele Preise in diese
Region vergeben.

JOE GREINER
K T T
nq*WW@nA ] : . -
T'm Just A Red Nigger - Ein roter Neger
I'm just a red nigger who love the sea, - 1 Ein roter Nigger, der licben das Meer,
1 gdj‘zt;“ndg%ﬂ edng:ion? - bin gil.wmit!gl: kolonialem Diplo:? _—
I have Dutch, nigger, and English in me,

arid either I'm nobody, or I'm a nation.

hab Hollindisch, Nigger und Englisch in mir, .
bin entweder niemand oder eine Nation.

‘Europa . .

So ungestiim der Mond, die schraffierten Schatten

der Kokosniisse kamn ich auf Bungalows zihlen,

ihre weiBen Winde toben vor Schiaflosigkei )
Qﬂﬂmthqun&mmmkhuqnnymmmw
die Sterne, und die hdhnenden Wolken sind leuchtend
zerknautscht wie das Bettzeug. Die unersittlich-wahllose
Brandung stGhnt durch die Winde. Ich fiihle meinen
Sinn zu Mondlicht sich weiBen, Wandel der Form,
die das Tageslicht unverwechselbar plante,

vom Baum zum Midchenkdrper, in Schaum geneigt;
dann tritt die schwarze Wolbung eines Higels

mit einem sanften Schnauben der Niistern dem nackten
Midchen niher, das sich die Briiste mit Silber
 bespritzt. Wohl hitten beide gebotene Distanz
gewahrt, wenn nicht der keusche Mond schnell -

den Vorhang ciner schwarzen Wolke geschlossen

und ihre Schatten derart vereinigt hitte, -

Dio Gedichte warden ins Deutache dbertragen von Kizas Martens

sich fiigen zu Phosphorsternenbildern, .

- da Tier und Weib in Salzesdunkel kommen?

Nichts ist dort, ganz wie immer,

. als zum Licht am Horizont des Schaumes Keil:

dann, diinn wie Draht, die iiber und diber bewehrte
Rilstung, gleich immer noch bebenden Tropfen auf
scinem filzigen Fell, die Hufe, die Spitzen

der Hmer, sie bilden in Sternen ein Anagramm.
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Literaturpreise
Und schon wieder die Karibik!

Cervantes-Preis flr die 89jahrige Kubanerin Duice Maric:vLoynaz

Welch ein Jahr fiir literarischen Lorbeer! Der Nobelpreis, wir wissen's ja, ging an
Derek Walcott, der die Feuilletonredaktionen vergebens zu den Nachschlag-
werken greifen lieff. Dann wurde, die letzte LN berichtete es nicht ohne Verbltif-
fung, auch Frankreichs wichtigste literarische Auszeichnung, der Prix Goncourt,
an Patrick Chamoiseau aus Martinique vergeben. Und nun die Spanier - und
wieder die Karibik: Der Cervantes-Preis, der (wenn sich der Autor dieser Zeilen
nicht sehr irrt) "héchste" Preis der spanischsprachigen Literaturwelt, wurde am
5. November an die 8%jdhrige kubanische Dichterin Dulce Maria Loynaz ver-
geben - eine Entscheidung, mit der solch illustre Mitkonkurrenten wie Camilo
José Cela, Mario Vargas Llosa oder Mario Benedetti auf die Plitze verwiesen
wurden. "Ich nehme an, ich will annehmen, daf bei dieser Preisvergabe die aka-
demischen und kulturellen Verdienste der Autorin im Vordergrund standen und
nicht ihr bekannter Dissenz zum Castro-Regime", kommentierte die spanische
Tageszeitung El Pais etwas pikiert unter der Uberschrift: "Eine Uberraschung".

Als ein Garcia Mérquez noch Teenager war und brav ins Jesuitenkolleg trabte,
war Dulce Maria Loynaz auf dem Hohepunkt ihres literarischen Schaffens. In der
zweiten Halfte dieses Jahrhunderts hat sie dann nicht mehr viel verdffentlicht.
Schreiben tut sie allerdings immer noch, auch wenn sie inzwischen fast erblindet
ist - zur Zeit an Erzdhlungen und niedergeschriebenen Traditionen von Havan-
nas Stadtteil Vedado, in dem sie lebt. Sie ist Vorsitzende auf Lebenszeit der
Kubanischen Akademie fiir Sprache. Thre Heimatinsel Kuba hat Dulce Maria
Loynaz seit 1958 nicht mehr verlassen.

Bert Hoffmann
Werke von Dulce Maria Loynaz: Juegos de agua, Versos y Poemas sin nombre,
Un verano en Tenerife, Espanoles de tres mundos, u.a.
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Karibik / Frankreich
Noch einmal die Karibik

Franzdsischer Literaturpreis tir Patrick Chamoiseau

Was ist dieses Jahr blof los mit den Preisrichtern Europas? Nach Rigoberta
Menchu und Derek Walcott (vgl. LN 221) hat nun ein weiterer Bewohner der Ka-
ribik einen Preis bekommen: Die héchste franzosische Literaturauszeichnung,
der Prix Goncourt 1992, ging am 9. November des Jahres an "Texaco" von Patrick
Chamoiseau. Er ist natiirlich "Franzose", denn Martinique ist auch heute noch ein
Uberseedepartement (DOM) Frankreichs. (Was u.a. bedeutet, daf die kleinen
Martiniquaner wie alle guten Franzosen und Franzésinnen in der Schule lernen,
was "ihre" Vorfahren, die Gallier in “ihrem" Land so alles gemacht haben - frii-
her.) Die Bevélkerung besteht natiirlich in ihrer Mehrzahl aus Nachfahren
schwarzer Sklavinnen. Und aus dieser Welt stammt auch Chamoiseau. Das
preisgekronte Buch habe ich noch nicht gelesen, werde wohl warten, bis es als
Taschenbuch 'rauskommt. - Zumal es in Frankreich ein offenes Geheimnis ist,
dag die groflen Literaturpreise nach einem sorgféltigen Proporz immer reihum
an die groen Verlage (diesmal Goncourt fiir Gallimard) verteilt werden.

Aber ich kenne und liebe "Solibo Magnifique" von Chamoiseau. Solibo ist ein
Redner, ein Erzdhler, einer, der redet, redet, redet und der die Welt zu verwan-
deln weif fiir seine Zuhorerinnen auf der Strafle, auf dem Markt. Er kann sogar
ein Schwein, das sich nicht schlachten lassen will, beruhigen durch seine Worte:

"Papa, zwei Fragen', hatte ich lange nach dem Vorfall mit dem Schwein von Man
Gnam zu Solibo gesagt: ‘Wie kann das Wort ein verriicktes Schwein beruhigen?
Und ist es nicht licherlich, das Wort zu benutzen, um ein Schwein zu téten?'..
Magnifique hatte gelichelt: 'Du muflt das sein, was du tust, Schwein vor dem
Schwein, Schweinesprache vor dem Schrei des Schweins, deine”Wichtigkeit ver-
lieren, so kommt das ruhige Wort. Nun sagst du 'licherlich', Chamzibié. Schénes
Franzosisch. Du weinst {iber ein abgestochenes Schwein, ich habe tiber die Ar-
mut von Man Gnam geweint und das Weihnachten ihrer sieben Kinder..."(Seite
82).

Und plotzlich stirbt er, mitten unter seinen FreundInnen, mitten in seiner Rede,
“erstickt am Wort". Diese Todesursache kann die Polizei, in Paris geschult, natiir-
lich nicht gelten lassen, und so beginnt eine Untersuchung, die einige der Anwe-
senden das Leben kostet und auch den Erzihler und Autor, von Beruf
"Aufschreiber von Worten", (nicht etwa Schriftsteller) nicht ungeschoren davon-
kommen lafit.

Natiirlich miiite er das alles eigentlich auf creole, der einheimischen Sprache no-
tieren (und Patrick Chamoiseau ist einer derer, die dieser Sprache erst eine
Schrift gegeben haben), einer Sprache, die fiir Nicht-Creolen kaum zu verstehen
ist, einer Mischung aus Franzosisch und allen méglichen anderen Sprachen, voll
Leben und Saft, aber eben keine Sprache, die sich verkaufen Lift.

Die Reinheit des Franzdsischen wird ja bekanntlich von der Académie Francaise
gehiitet und gehegt, ja, es gibt sogar Regierungserlasse, die z.B. den "unmifigen”

Gebrauch des Englischen im Franzésch unserer Zeit verbieten. Und dieses Fran-
zésisch nimmt nun Chamoiseau und macht daraus - unter Miachtung aller
strengen Grundsitze - eine Sprache, die zu lesen zwar nicht immer einfach, aber
ein Genuf ist. Obwohl des Franzosischen michtig, versteht frau lingst nicht al-
les. Das macht aber tliberhaupt nichts, denn teils kann sie raten, teils sich einfach
den Klang im Ohr zergehen lassen, teils sich an den Wortschépfungen, Kompo-
sitionen bizarrer Art erfreuen. "Richtiges" creole kommt auch vor und wird iiber-
setzt, und dabei wird klar, wieviel Lebendigkeit dadurch verlorengeht.

Eine fremde, warmherzige und gleichzeitig grausame Welt entsteht vor den Le-
serlnnen. Solibo ist daran gestorben, dal er zum Schlug selber nicht mehr an das
glauben konnte, was er vor seinen Zuhérerinnen entstehen lieS. Aber zum Gliick
ist ja noch der da, "der die Worte aufschreiben” kann.

Und der hat nun also den Prix Goncourt bekommen fiir "Texaco", das den Wi-
derstand einer Hiittensiedlung gegen die "Modernisierung" des Stadtviertels be-
schreibt. Die Rezensentin staunt ilber diese Wahl, ist aber blindlings der Mei-
nung, daf der Preis dieses Mal an den richtigen Autor gegangen ist.

Holde Pinnow

Patrick Chamoiseau: Solibo Magnifique, Gallimard 1988, ed. Folio 1991
Patrick Chamoiseau: Texaco, Gallimard 1992
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Nachrichten
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Private security to be regulated

HOWARD Hamilton, Q.C. has been appoint-
ed as Chairman of the Board of the Private
Security Regulation Authority with effect
from today.

The appolntment was announced by Min-
ister of National Security and Justice K.D.
KNight.According to a Jampress release,
the Board which has eight other members,
will serve for two vears in the first instance
and will regulate the operations of the pri-
vate security industry.

Under the Private Security Regulation
Authority Act which was passed in Parlia-
ment on April 14, the Authority will be
responsible for reguloting and monitoring
the operations of contract security organisa-
tions, private investigators organisations,
proprietary security organisation ond pri-
vate security guards.

in regulating the private security indus-
try, the specific functions of the Authority
wiil be to consider and determine cpplico-
tions for registration and licensing by indl-
viduals and companies, and to monitor the
operations of private security firms.

It will also have the power to collect the

information and take other lawful measures
which it considers necessary to carry out its
functions.

Under the Act, no person is allowed to
operate a private security firm or to work as
a private security guard without a licence
from the Authority.

Licences will be granted for o period not
exceeding five vears and subiect to an an-
nuol fee prescribed from time to time by the
Minister.

All persons emploved as private security
guards or security trainers are also required
10 be registered by the Authority under the
new Act.

With regards to the use and issue of
firearms, the law states that no person shall
be registered as an armed private security
guard unless he can satisfy the Authority
that he has successfully completed the pre-
scribed course of training in the mancge-
ment and use of firearms. The individual
will be subject to the provisions of the Fire-
arms Act. A Secretariat to administer the
offairs of the Authority will be estabiished
soon.

Teaching vacancies
climbing islandwide
Nearly 1,000 posts to be filled

by WEEK-END STAR Investigator

THERE may be at least 1,000 teoching vo-
cancies to be filled in schools across the
island. The August figure of some 850 teach-
ing vacancies is climbing.

According to Mr. Adolph Cameron, Secre-
tary, Administration, Jamaica Teochers’ As-
sociation, the sitvation was so bad that some
schools have been calling in to say they have
up to nine vacancles.

Mr. Cameron explained that years ago
teachers would either phone or come In to
say they need a teaching job. Now the situa-
tion has changed. “We don't have anybody
listed who need a teaching |ob,” he said.

The situation is critical In both primary
and secondary schools.

At St. Catherine High School students
have compiained to the STAR that they have
to be standing in the corridor for aimost an

entire dav as there were no available class-
room.

Parents say they are upset as they have to
dig deep In their pockets fo find school fees.

The STAR understands that the subject
areas in which teacher shortage iIs most
critical are Maths, Science and the Languag-
es.

Teachers have been leaving the class-
rooms for several reasons.

“They are still dissatisfled with salaries.
Even though teachers had received a salary
Increase, inflation rate running ot 105 per
cent has wiped this out. The cut-back in the
intake, in the 1980's teacher-training institu-
tions have atfected the progromme,* Mr.
Cameron added.

The average weekly solaries, without al-
lowances, of a trained teacher with Diploma
Is $846. Trained teachers with certificate
reg% about $654 while Trained Graduates
ge .
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‘IMF policies add to decline in
education’

CASTRIES, St. Lucia
Sept, Cana:

ARIBBEAN tfeachers have

been told that the policles of

International lending Instifu-
tions such as the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) have contributed
to a decline in the region's educa-
tion system.

“The economic decline experienced
in the different Caribbean ferritories,
Guvana, Trinidad and Tobago, Jamaica
and Barbados, has exposed fundamen-
tal weaknesses In education and on
peoples llves,” Jullan Delauney, presi-
dent of the St. Lucla Teoachers Union,
sald here Monday.

Delauney was addressing the opening cer-

emony of a round table meeting “On the
impact of World Bank policles and Inferven-
tion on education In the Caribbean.

The meeting here Is belng sponsored by
the World Confederation of Organisations of
Teocher Professions (WCOTPR) and wil! also
be oddressed by an official of the World
Bank.

Delauney told the delegates from through-
out the English-speaking Caribbean, that the
economic decline of the region hod resuvifed
In a "wide ronge of negative effects on the
region’s education systems”.

“More speclfically teachers as a group
have been greotly disadvantaged,” he sald,
adding “the IMF policles have not helped the
Caribbean Education System. Can the World
Bank policles ond intervention succeed?” he
asked.

He sald as a result of the policles of the
lending institutions, “delapitated schools”
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could be found all over the region, coupled
with lack of trained teachers and security on
school compounds.

“There are wage cuts and wage freezes in
the education system. In Trinidad govern-
ment's withdrawal of a cost of living allow-
ance has left o dent of teachers abllity to
purchase baslic consumer goods. In both
Barbados and Trinidad, teochers salaries
have been cut by 10 per cent, further more
than 300 Barbadiaon teaochers were lald off”.

“Moreover the economic condltions and
the IMF measures Imposed have resuited in
anger, disenchantment and resentment from
the poputation,” he sald.

“The most depressing factors which im-
pinge on teachers are the absence of Incen-
tives to motivate them to go the extra mile
and secondly the pittance teachers recelve at
the end of the month™.

“Coming out of this round table should be
practical ideas of how our teachers unions
can cushion the Impact of World Bank pro-
grammes,” he sald.

During the three-day exercise, the dele-
gates wlll discuss structural adjustment in
the Caribbean, with reports on the impact of
such adjustments on education In Trinidad
and Tobago, Barbados, and Jamalca.

US blamed in

SAN JUAN, (AP):

A Puerfo Rican-based human rights group
Monday accused the U.S. government of
provoking the fallure of Organization of
Amerlcan States negotlations for the return
of deposed president Jean-Bertrand Aristide.

Candida Gonzalez, o spokeswoman for the
Commitiee In Solidarity with the People of
Halti, sald that the OAS-sponsored negotia-
tions started last vear have falled because
the Unlted States has partially lifted the
economic embargo it had Imposed on Haltl.

“The pressure (the emborgo) was sup-
posed to create on those responsibie for the
Sept. 30, 1990 coup never materlalized...that
pressure had no effect,” Gonzalez sald.

The spokeswoman sald that President
Bush has “demonstrated his hypocritical
stance” by saying he would welcome the
return of Aristide to power and at the same

Haitian unrest

time “violating the fundamental rights for
the protection of Haltlan refugees.”

On Mav 24, President Bysh ordered the
immediate return on Haltian boot-people
found on the high seas. A U.S. Federal court
volded Bush's order July 29; but on Aug. 1,
the Supreme Court upheld It.

The U.S. Coast guard has Intercepted
more than 37,000 Haition asylum-seekers
bound for U.S. shores since Aristide was
overthrown. Around 10,700 have been found
to have plausible grounds for political asy:
2:’1:1 and have been allowed Info the Unl'eé

es.

The committee spokeswomon sald that
“we have documents that demonstrate how
the U.S. government had worked 1o create
obstacles for £.-Istide before the coup, and
how they really dealt with the coup. We have
to unmask them,” Gonzalez sald.

The documents were not made avallable
fo lournalists.
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Foreign investment

Arecent report carried In our
local press suggests that an
international financlal apprailsal
firm has rated Jamaica number 6

among developing countries trying
to attract forelgn investment.

If the report were true, It would be a
great thing for our economy which
desperately needs some new Infusions
of overseas Investment money In the
form of venture capital, long-term equl-
ty investments or even short-term stock
market Investments {to boost our
growth rate, our productive capacity
and our export and hard currency earn-
Ings.

The real test of which developing coun-
tries top the list of competltors for foreign
investment Is the actual flow of new Invest-
ment, not ratings by financlal Instltutions.

Nelther World Bank publicatlons on In-
vestment trends nor the data coming out of
private financlal sources list Jamaica as
belng among the developlng countries at-
tracting large-scale private Investment.

The developing countries getting the llon's
share of forelgn direct Investment are China,
South Korea, Hong Kong, Malaysla, Indone-
sla, Chile, Mexico, Brazll, Argentina, Indla,
Thalland, Turkey, Singapore, and Talwan.
Jamailca Is certalnly not among this group
of countries.

Whether future Inflows of forelgn Invest-
ment will come our way aond place us among
these trendsetters In attracting large
amounts of overseas Investment remains to
be seen.

Characteristics

The countrles doing well In attracting new
overseas Investments all share certaln char-
acteristics. Most have elther large Internal

markets (Brazll, South Korea, Indonesia,
Mexlco, India, Turkey) or are part of large
regional markets where growth and consum-
er spending have been rapld and poslitive
(Indonesla, South Korea, Hong Kong, China,
Turkey, Indla, Thalland, Singapore) or are
seen as eniry points Into huge continental
markets (Hong Kong, Thalland, Malaysia,
Singapore, Mexlco, Taiwan). They are main-
ly countries where sirategies or economic
liberalization have boosted business confl-
dence and where positive trade balances
exlst along with high prospects for export
growth and where Inflation Is under control.

We have carrled out liberallzation policles
but our trade deficilt remains large, our
Inflation Is still very high, no real growth of
production Is occurring here, our market
size Is tiny and we provide no access to any
blg markets. It would amount to expecting a
miracle to expect Jamalca to shortly join
this blg league of forelgn Investment recipi-
ents. Our labour here In Jamaica Is relative-
Iy cheap but a lot of It Is unproductive and
our labour quallty Is deteriorating because
of the deterioration In our education system.

To attract more overseas forelgn Invest-
ment we need to put together the sort of
Industrial and Investment plans and planning
so well done In some developing couniries
(Malaysla, Chlle, Thalland, Singapore etc.)
to aggressively market the country's Invest-
ment prospects to foreigners. The govern-
ment has to take the lead and Initiative here,
but It Is not happening.

Of course, the competition for foreign
Investment Is now very Intense. In contrast
to the 1970s when most developing countrles
saw forelgn Investment elther as Imperial-
Ism or as threats to sovereignty or national
Interests, most developing couniries have
opened up thelr economies to overseas In-
vestment.

Supply of private overseas Investments
has grown quite rapldly In recent vyears.
Forelgn direct Investment from Japan, Eu-
rope and North Amerlica has grown from $61

billion In 1986 to $156 billion In 1990, This
represents an annual growth rate of 27 per
cent. But most of this private Investment
goes to other industriallsed countries.

Massive movements of capital are taking
place across borders to finance currency
trading, bond acquisitions and the purchase
of stocks, but these funds go mainly to rich
Industrialised countries or rapidly industri-
alising countries with well developed capital
markets. Even lending by private banks fo
the developing world Is up again now that
debt levels have declined and are now more
manageable and most of the money entering
these economlies now represent equity fi-
nancing rather than debt.

Notwithstanding this huge Increase In the
global flows of private capital the increased
supply has been vastly outstripped and ex-
ceeded by demand In Eastern Europe, In
Western Europe, In Latin America and In the
Far East.

Repatriated

In this hemisphere we are unable to com-
pete with Mexico, Chile and Brazll for for-
eign Investment. In these countries overseas
capital Is now belng repatriated on a big
scale, boosting forelgners' confldence In the
economles. In the case of Mexico and Chile,
huge inflows from overseas money are tar-
geting thelr stock markets and buying up big
privatised companles being sold off by gov-
ernments, providing blg surpluses of hard
currency.

The suggestion that no new big Inflows of
private overseas Investment are likely to

- come here because of fear of our politiclans

or because our politiclans have too much
power is absolute rubbish. Politicians in
Chinu have far more power than any poli-
ticlan In Jaomalca can ever dream to have,
vet huge privatle Investments are pouring
Into that country.

Investors primarily go to where they can
make money and where thelr Investments
are not at great risk. Countries like China,

Indonesia and Thalland have politicians en-
joying huge concentrations of power, but
they nevertheless attract large private for-
elgn Investments.

There are simply not enough big opportu-
nities In Jamalca to attract large Inflows of
forelgn capital, no matter how highly we are
rated as an Investment destination or how
much we do to appease the fears and anxle-
ties of Investors. ,

But also as the German Ambassador has
correctly pointed out recently, an excess of
government bureaucracy here continues to
entangle and strangle efforts to Invest here
and our politicians and public sector still fall
far short of liberalising the Investment envi-
ronment. There Is evidence that contrary to
officlal government policy the attitude of
some of our bureaucrats intimidates and
chases away prospective foreign Investors.

Our tax rates are also not competitive
with many countries that are seen as highly
attractive for new overseas investment.

The Caribbean region is a tiny market
that is not big enough to attract large-scale
Investments.

While we must continue welcoming for-
eign Investment, if our economy Is to begin
growlng again at a satisfactory rate, to
create more |obs, expand productive capaci-
ty and Increase export earnings it Is Jamai-
can Investments that will have to do it

But how can this happen with interes:
rates being so high?

How Is that likely to happen with the
continued recession In North America and
Europe?

Carl Stone is Professor of Politici Sociology al the
Universily of the West Indies, Mona Campus
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THE COST OF LIVING - -

ETWEEN 1991 and 1992 those of

us who work for wages have had

the very guts torn out of our
buying power. From the vantage point
of cost of living Increases these last two
years have been the worst the Jamai-
can working class has experlenced In
the last 50 vears. It Is Indeed Ironic that
the working class has come under this
pressure under the PNP party which
has enjoyed the Image of being pro-
people and pro-workers.

Government statistics tell us that over the
December to December period, the 1991 cost
of llving Increase was of the order of 80 per
cent and that between January and August
1992 we have had another 34 per cent Infia-
tlon. If we extropolate these flgures for the
rest of the year, we are talking about a 51
per cent Inflation rate for 1992.

These estimates of price Increases, how-
ever, understate the problem. The officlal
statistics overstate basic goods Items and do
not adequately cover the wide range of
goods Jamalcan consumers purchase. My
own estimates suggest that o more realistic
estimate of the 1991 cost of living Increase Is
120 per cent and for 1992 80 per cent.

If these alternatlve estimates are correct,
It means that In the two-vear period (1991
and 1992), the Jamalcan working class will
have about 53 per cent of the purchasing
power of thelr wages.

These numbers are more consistent with
our other research which confirmed a 40 per
cent drop In basic food purchases In lower-
Income households and a 60 per cent decline
In non-essentlal food purchases between 1991
and 1992. These data also are consistent with
our evidence from our recent private sector
survey that supermarkets and retall outlets
are experiencing declines in real sales dis-
counted for Inflation.

As the followling flgures show, even when
you use the understated cost of living flgures
published by Statin, the working class were
better off In the 1980s when the wage
guldelines were In force. Although there was
a 10 per cent wage guideline under the JLP,
wage Increases varied between 15 per cent
and 17 per cent under the JLP which ran

chead of the Inflation rate.
% chaages la wage lovels
aad prises (Jamalea)

wages prises prices

(Statim)  (Steme

sarveys)
1987 « 15% 8% 1%
1988 15% 9% 11%
1989 15% 17% 15%
1990 17% 30% 3I5%
Ll 30% B0% 120%
1992+ 40% 51% 80%

* extrapolated from Jan-August data

Working class purchasing power was In
foct Increasing under the JLP between 1986
ond 1989. Under the PNP In the 1990s even
with the removal of the wage guldelines In
1991 by the PNP and the Increase In the rate
of wage Increases, the working class Is much
worse off because of the extraordinarily
high and unprecedented Inflation rate.

Maijor issue

In all ,of the change of government elec-
tions Stone Polls have studlied, the cost of
living has been a malor Issue Influencing
swing voters who voted against governing
partles. In the 1980, the 40 per cent decline In
working class purchasing power between the
PNP's victory In 1976 and the loss In 1980,

played an even bigger role In voters’ dislllu-
slonment with Manley's government than
even the Issue of antl-communism.

Even In 1972 when the PNP came to
power, the cost of llving factor was second
only to unemployment as an Issue Influenc-
Ing swing voters who voted against the JLP.

In 1989, the cost of llving factor was not
quite as Important as in 1972 and 1980, but
the sharp Increase In prices due to earlier
1980's devaluations was the major factor
voters mentloned as hurting lower-income
familles under the JLP government, prior to
the JLP loss of the 1986 Local Government
election.

The PNP government has no one but Itself
to blame for the huge swings towards the
JLP which current constituency Stone Polls
are recording. The savage Increases In the
cost of living were provoked by the govern-
ment's fallure 1o manage the money supply
and the consequent negative Impact on the
exchange rate.

Once the exchange rate started to slide,
speculators moved In to klli the dollar by
buying up huge gquantities of US dollars In
anticlpation of a continually declining ex-
change rate for the Jamalcan dollar. Invest-
ments In forelgn exchange became the most
lucrative investment In town and the loose
control over money supply encouraged these
trends to escalate to levels that killed the
dollar and savaged our cost of living.

Wage guidelines

The JLP had In fact warned the PNP
against removing the wage guldellnes but
frankly | don't know If keeping the
guldelines would really have helped. The
massive cost of llving Iincreases demanded
that unionised workers push up wage In-
crease levels to survive, guldelines or no
guldelines. In the 1980s workers conslistently
breached the guidelines achleving wage In-
creases that were usually more than 50 per
cent higher than the wage guldelines.
Guldellnes or no guidellnes, Jamalcan work-
ers were nol about to allow rates of wage
Increases to fall below the 1517 per cent
levels of the 1980s. But as It turned out the
cost of llving Increases went through the
celling and even with wage Increases run-
ning at twice the level of the 1980s the

workers ended up being much worse off
because of poor financlal management by
the PNP government. Should It surprise
anyone that Eddie Seaga Is now seen by
many voters as the flnancial manager most
able to clean up this financlal mess?

The timing of the currency liberalization
did not help. The JLP advised agalnst it but
Manley went ahead with It. As the exchange
rate continuved to slide after currency liber-
alization, It took the Butch Stewart and Save
the Dollar Initiatives to stabilise the ex-
change rate by putting the dollar speculators
to flight.

But can the exchange rate hold?

We all want to believe so but already
some transactions are In the 34 to 1 range
and there are real fears that pressures on
the dollar between now and year-end might
disrupt this stability and put the dollar back
on the path towards skids and slides.

Massive Increases In house rentals, water
rates, electriclty rates and continued In-
creases In food prices all suggest that infla-
tlon levels are going to keep going up and
workers are going to have to ask for 80 per
cent to 100 per cent Increases to stay ahead
of these cost of living movements over the
next year or so.

Jawboning

The government Is |awboning about the
need for wage restraint and a soclal contract
but the first pre-condition for that is a dras-
tic reduction In the cost of living.

A lot of silly comments are being made
about the absence of labour milltancy In the
Far East, claiming that workers In those
socleties were Intimidated by the army. Ab-
solute rubbish. Low Inflation rates have been
the master variable guaranteeing labour
stabllity In those economles. If you have
cheap labour economles to facilitate indus-
trial expansion It can't work without low
inflation rates as has happened In fast grow-
Ing Far East economles llke Singapore,
South Korea, Malaysla, and Thalland.

In Jamalca we have created a cheap
labour economy while falling to control in-
flation. That combination Is unworkable.

Carl Stone (s Professor of Polltical
Soclology at the Unlversity of the
West Indles.




1% inflation for first nine months
of 1992

OR the month of September 1992

Jamalca’'s Consumer Price Index
moved up by 1.6%. The compara-
five movement In August was 1.0%
and In July It was 2.5%.

Recently released flgures from the
Statistical Insitute of Jamaica, (STA-
TIN) showed that the "All Jamalca”
“All Group” Consumer Price Index for
September was 410.2 compared with
403.6 for August and 399.7 for July.

The figures showed thot for the first six
months of 1992/3 fiscal vear, the Inflation
rate wos 15.3% compared with 37.0% for the
corresponding perlod In 1991,

For the first nine months of 1992 the

Inflation rate wos 37.0%. This Is In contrast
10 42.6% recorded for January fo September
1991. Over the twelve months September
1991 - September 1992. Prices went up by
73.3%. The comparative figure for the twelve

. months ending August 1992 was 76.8%.

For September there were positive
movement for all groups except for the
groups “housing ond other Housing Expen-
ses” and “Transportation”. The iIndices for
“Housing and other Housing Expenses” fell
by 0.5% while “Transportation” fell by 0.3%.

The Index for the group “Miscellanecus
Expenses” rose by 9.1% as a result of in-
creased prices for sporting togs, school
books, tultion fees, stationery ond writing
equipment.

The Index for the group, "Personal Cloth-

Ing, Footwear” and Accessorles” rose by
2.2%. This was due to Increased prices for
“Ready made Clothing”™ with items such as
trousers, shirts, underpants, and evening
dresses being the main contributors.

The Index for the group “Food and Drink”

2,921 more jobs to go

@ As public sector restructuring continues

ister Senator Dr. Payl Robertison as he gave

gonizations will be forthcoming by month-
end, the minister sald.

The programme of lav-offs and resiruc-

O far 5,079 public sector workers

have been lald off with an additlo-

nal 2,921 persons due to be sent
home shortly.

Only then would Government have
reached Its target of 8,000 redundancies
in this financlal year.

This was disclosed by Public Service Min-

lournalists on update on the Government's
restructuring exercise during a press confer-
ence at his ministry in Kingston on Tuesday.

The Government has aiso reduced the
number of posts In the public sector from
49,808 to 43,135. In oddifion, 1,500 posis cur-
mm ynoccupled are 10 be removed from

books.

Additlonal lay-cffs from the statutory or-

furing, Mr. Roberison sald, was expected fo
result in savings to the Government 10 the
fune of $400 milllon per annum. However,
this will not be realized during the present
financlal veor because of redundancy pay-
ments which witl cost the Government about
$545 miilton.

The figures given for lay-offs and aboll-
tion of posts do not Include those from the

rose by 1.3% as a result of increases In all
sub-groups, with “meals away from home”
recording.the highest Increase.

In the case of “Househotld Furniture and
Furnishings” the Index increased by 2.2%
with sub-groups index “Furnishings” Increas-
ing by 2.9%.

wa 24jmM|92

Ministries of Filnance, Education and Cul-
fure, and Health as these ministries are
expected 10 comptete restructuring within
the next three months.

Similarily, the figures for the abolition of
posis do not include the teaching protession,
heaith protessionals and securlty posts as
they have been exempt.

Giving a break-down of the redundancles,
Dr. Robertson noted that the minisirles ex-
perienced staff cuts of 3,002 persons; Gov-
ernment departments, 494; and statutory
bodies, 1,583,

The lav-offs from ministries and Govern-
ment departments mark the end of the aboll-
fion of posts for Central Government.

Dr. Robertson sald the lay-offs and other
restructuring activities will result In greater
efficiency and greater Inflows from statuto-
rv bodles, which would go toward the Gov-
ernment’s consolidated funds.

Plans to restructure the public sector
were announced last May when It was stated
that they would toke ploce between June and
August. However, Dr. Roberison sald, “an
assessment of the restructuring programme
In early August revealed that while subston-
tlal progress had been , the exercise
could not be brought to a conclusion because
ggg\‘cbou_tsomanto{mtormmm
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Forging a destiny — since fifty years ago

By Terry Smith

THE modern Jamaica (abour movement
which had a dramatic birth In the events of
Moy 1938, and continved with a rather robust
Infoncy for at leas! Its first vear, was overta-
ken by the cruel uncertainties of the second
World which broke out In 1939. That
conflict fofced a new and largely unplanned
agenda upon the world —and the Jamalcan
movement.

in those times of war In which Britain’s
Prime Minister, Winston Churchill, declared
that “we are fighting for our very lives,” the
glven trade union tools of sirikes and other
profests, were not only viewed as ou! of
place, but downright unpatriotic and subver-
sive, especially In o geographically and psy-
chologically strategical British Empire out-
post like Jamalca.

So i1 was, that at the very beginning of the
vear 1942, the benchmark of a decode ending
in 1952 which would effectively define the
scope and character of the trode unlon
movement, and Indeed the way we would be
fifty vears down the line to the present, were
aimost prophetically set out In the virtual
“State of the Country” newspaper reports of
evenis immediately before and at the begin-
ning of 1942.

Perhaps the kev Indicator was at Kings
House. The Gleaner’s first publication for
1942 (Friday, Janvary 2), reported arising
from the King's New Yeor's Honours Llst,
that “Our Governor, His Excellency Sir Ar-
thur Richords, KCMG, has been raised fo
Knight Grand Cross of the Order of St.
Michoel and St. George, and Is now Sir
Authur Richards, GCMG."

Tradition

The report explalned the significance of
the elevation:

“The honour bestowed on Sir Arthur Rich-
ards fulfills a tradition which indicates the
Importance of Jamalca In the Colonia! Em-
pire, because Sir Arthur Is the fourth Gover-
nor In recent times 10 recelve the Knight
Grand Cross while administering the affalrs
of the island.”

Sir Arthur Richards hod Imprisoned the
emergent labour leader Alsxander Busto-
mante ot the Detention Centre ot Up-Park-
Camp on September 8, 1940. Ken Hill, Frank
HIll, Arthur Henry and Richord Hart who
had consistently and unrepentanily pros-
ecuted frade unlon and polifical goals had
also bega puests InUp-Pork-Camp detention.

8ut of the bedinning of 1342, BUstamante —

who hod been In detentlon just a shade short
of seventeen months, might well have de-
spaired of ever agaln seeing the outside of
the barbed wire enfanglements —untii after
the war. As It lurned out, aimost to a dav, on
February 8, 1942 he was released and then,
as they say in war, all hell broke loose.

But before that, under the pressures and
constrainis of the War Defence Regulations,
fwo yvears info the war In 1942, the erstwhile
rough-and-fumble trade unlon movement
seemed 30 sedate os almost 1o be In hiberna-
tion, and such activitles as were going on
were largely covert.

Strikes were forbidden under the Regula-
fions, and trade union requests had to be
forwarded to a Wages Board the govern-
men? (that Is the Governor) had appolinted,
ond which set Its own agenda, and maln-
tained its own leisurely pace, since Its agen-
da was not a priority In the oll-consuming
“war effort™.

The Tramway Traonsport ond Genera)
Workers Union announced “a social for all
fransport workers who have the time fo
attend...”, In 0 newspaper story which blited
the octivity “one of the most unique func-
tlons in labour circles...”

The occasion on the face of it would be o
legitimately pleasant soclal and open demo-
cratic affalr at which “expressions of views
will be Invited from members of the audi-
o?co, and refreshments will be served at the
close”.

Almost incidentally, the final paragraph
of the Gleaner story mentioned that "Repre-
seniations are being made on behalf of mo-
torbus operators and framway workers by
the union which Is preparing o memoran-
dum for the Wages Board which has been
appointed by the Government.”

Another even more glaring Indication of
the suppllant position of the unlons was
contalned In the same newspaper repor! of
the monthly meeting of the Water Commis-
slon early in 1942 which noted receipt of a
memorandum from the Trade Unlon Coun-
cll, seeking a cost of living bonus for Water
Commission emplovees.

Sentiments of
patriotism

The newspaper report concluded: “It was
decided that the principle of linking wages
with the cost of living could not be accepted,
but that the Commission was awaiting the
report of the Wages Board set up by the

ment, Which whén receliVed, Would be"
SQTRTATant. which whén r¢

h“Wiges pald to

n connecflo

the emplovees of the Commission.”

On the other hand, the workforce was
always being stroked by the sentiments of
pairiotism and the “war effort”. One oul-
standing emplover, Mr. R.W. Youngman,
representative In Jamalca of Thomson-Han-
key expertly demonstrated this when he took
off on “a report that the brokers and agents
who are responsible for Jamalco's 1942 sug-
ar fo the United Kingdom and Canada are
urged by the respective governments to load
af a greoter rate than has even before been
possible.

“This means that all concerned with this
vital lifeline, must literally take off vour
coats and glve of your best. There must be
no pelty jealousies, and even if a man has to
throw In o few minutes work during his
lunch hour 1o get a ship away, or to work o
few minutes ofter the official closing time,
let him do I with a cheerful heart, realizing
that he Is bearing part of the war effort.”
Youngman spelt out the position.

The police, then as now, were pushing for
Improvements.

“Members of the police force are express-
ing the feeling that when the Wage Board
meels, the constabulary should be given
conslderation along with other members of
the community.

“With the Increased cost of living, the
police are also feellng the pinch, as anyone
else...”, the Gleaner of Saturday. January 3,
1942 sald It had been informed.

Thot labour had borne an exiraordinary I
not unfalr portion of the war effort, Is a
question that Bustamante for one would
address from changed clrcumstances and
changed personal political clrcumstances
some four years subsequently.

In this forging of destiny, by a strange
twist of fate, Bustomante's successor as
president general of the BITU, Hugh Lawson
Shearer, would address the plea of the police
:o'o modern Wages Board — fifty years

ater.

A CINDLE AND STNG A SANIKE
'MA%%L EIND HIS WAy ACK HOME.”
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Our CoLumMNISTS

Set economic targets now::.

HE remarkable stabllity of the

exchange rate over the past six

to seven months has been a polit-
cal feat of major porportions.

Establishing national consensus on
conomic policles Is difficult to achleve
1 areas such as the price of hard
currency, given the conflict of Interesis

between users and earners of forelgn
e xchange.

Al the root of the suppori for the strong
ﬁabllc opinion Initiatives stabllising the dol-

r Is a mature and firm sense of patriotism
which has been shared by over 80% of the
lamulcun adult population.

Buich Stewart started |1, the Night Doctor
ard the small people rallled around It and
then the corporate sector pliched In even-

llv, with even the bankers agreeing fo

old the rale.

It Is therefore not surprising that Don
awford has been on the recelving end of
irp criticism for appearing to violate that
sensus. Bul there are other violators and
c'un reallstically expect the trend fo acce-
ate.

Just how long can we hold the dollar af
current exchange rate?

“here Is a compelling logic behind struc-
1l adlustmeni policies which says that
rencles have 1o be competitive to faclll-
- rapld export growth and that the ex-
nge rale needs to be used to compress
sumption levels and Import levels fo
g them In line with earnings.

Breathing space

ur dollar has moved from belng a
1.20 dollor down fo a three cents dollar
we have seeh no clear irend fowards
r rapld expansion In exports and drastic
ctlon In Import levels. We have been on
medicine for over 15 years but with no
Ible Improvements in the health of the
-:ﬂ. Clearly we need to rethink these
es.

The Idea behind stabliising the exchange
rate Is fo glve the counitry some breathing
space to be ready to expond export, Invest-
meni and fourism Initlatives. 11 is not going
fo be possible fo stabllise the exchange rate
forever. The questlion we need fo answer ls,
what Is o realistic time frame to glve the
economy breathing space fo restruciure so
that we can shift from stabllisation fto
growih policles when conditions faciliiaie
such a move? Flfteen years of siabllisation
policles Is a very long fime.

At some point we must let go of high
Interest rates to provide cheaper money and
lower Inferest on loans If new Investments
are to make a dent on expori earnings and
employment generation. It Is golng fo be
vital to do this for export ventures. The
problem Is that we are driving the economic
vehicle with one foot on the brake (expen-
slve money) and one on the accelerator
while expecting the vehicle to move. The
solution Is to Implement stabllisation poll-
cles over a specliled time perlod ond then
follow that with growth-orlented policles
(cheap money, floating exchange rate, and
reduced taxes and dutles) tha! encourage
new Investment and employment growth.

Growth policles will not work If we contin-

ve to conirol fthe exchange rale Indefinitely
to save living standards and the population’s
standard of living. The current policles,
while responding to political imperatives, Is
a mere stop gap.

We can't solve the challenge of growth by
freezing the exchange rofe. Bul no one
seems to know what ought to be the timef-
rame for stabllisation and what Is the time
threshold at which we ought to move into
growth policles regardless of where the paln
Is going to be fell. Is It that the discipline of
economics Is so undeveloped that It cannot
answer these questions, or have our policy
makers lost sight of the larger policy goals
and gof lost In short term concerns about
votes for the next eleclions?

Statistics on exports and Imports fell us
very little of what we need fo know. What we
need to do Is fo assess where new Invest-
ments are entering the economy, appraise
the medium and long term Impact of these
Investment trends on Income and employ-
mwnt growth and to develop clear Invest-
ment growth targets for economic expan-
slon. It will never be enough fo rely entirely
on market forces fo move our economy
forward. We also need some planning Initia-
tives bullt around public sector and private
sector collaboration and along the lines sug-
gested by JLP leader Edward Seaga In his
budget presentation.

Restructure

The longer “the initiative” lasts the great-
er will be the pressure to break ranks and go
back to a free floating exchange rale re-
gime, patriotism notwithstanding. But the
more Important question Is, how have we
used the breathing space since Aprll to get
ready for a push towards growlh policles
and how much more {ime do we need to glve
the private sector opporfunities fo retool
and restructure for growth? There are some
who suggest that no retooling Is aciually
taking place and that we are walting on
Illysory forelgn capital to do It for us.

Don Crawford may have visibly broken

with the consensus on the exchange rate but
he Is just one of out of many who are
growing Impatient with the existing tightly
regimented exchange rate regime. We will
not be able to ask buvers and earners of
hard currency to hold strain Indefinitely. But
we have no economic game plan. We are
Just drifting from crisis to crisis and pounc-
Ing on scapegoats to account for our prob-
lems (IMF, Don Crawford, greedy capital-
Ists). But the real problem Is to be found In
the poverty of our economic analysls.

Increasing export earnings In a recessio-
nary world economy In which all our Third
World competltors are trying to do the same
thing Is a tall order of challenge.

The country needs to be gulded by clear
targets of where our economic restructuring
Is going so that there Is a compatibility and
unity between broad natlonal economic poli-
cles and Investment decislons In the private
sector. At the moment we have nelther. The
Government has no ldea of where the coun-
try should be going In terms of sirategic
planning. In the private sector, huge sums
are belng committed to short term and
largely speculative Investments Instead of to
long term Investments capabé956301we have
nelther. The Government has no idea of
where the country should be going In terms
of strategic planning. In the private sector,
huge sums are belng committed to short
term and largely speculative Investmenls
Instead of to long term Investments capable
of expanding our Income base and produc-
tive capacity.

Free markets without clear and strateglic
policy leadershlp from government have a
low probabllity of succeeding. The problem
Is clearly compounded by political interven-
tion In the markel without any clear policy
oblectives and any precise targeting of
growth and expanslon targets.

we need to look beneath the politics of the
stable exchange rate and talk about what
stategles we need 1o promote economic
growth.

Dr. Carl Stone is a Professor of Politl-
cal Soclology at the Unlversity of the
West Indies,

18



6L

News

‘Jamaica’s international reserves
best since ’T14’

AMAICA'S Net International Re-
serves are In better shape fthan
they have been since 1974.

This was sald by the outgoing presi-
dent of the Private Sector Organisation
of Jamalca, Dennis Lalor, speaking at
the annuat Christmas luncheon of the
Realtors Assoclation of Jamaica at the
Devonshire Restaurant, Devon House,
Tuesday.

Jamalca's Net Infernational Reserves at

the end of Oclober stood af minus US$139
miilion, the best position in 15 vears, Mr.
Lalor sald.

“in the mid-1980s, the figure was minus
US3$850 million,” he sold, “In December 1991
It was US$383 miillon, while In March 1992
the figure was minus US$250 miilion.”

From current Indicotlions, Jomalco was
back on frock towards having positive re-
serves by the end of 1993, he sald.

There were some US$264 miilion In for-
elgn currency deposits In the banking svs-

tem, compoared with none (ust two vears
g0.

In order to alleviate the problems normal-
Iy assoclated with the reduced inflows of
hard currency fraditionally experlenced dur-
ing the months October to December, the
commerclal banks had established o Stabili-
sation Fund, which at Its peak stood of
US$20.6 miillon.

“There Is no shortage of forelgn exchang-
e,” Mr. Lalor said, "But there is an abun-
dance of greed.”

On another matier, Mr. Lalor sald trade
union activitles threaten to undermine the
economic recovery “we have begun o see”.
He said he hoped that the parlous state of
the economy would sink Into the public
consclousness.

“we may well ask ourselves today: ‘For
what will It profit the couniry to strive for

polltical and economic power, If our people
lose the essentlal quallties of self discipline,
honesty, character and falth?'”

“How could those people who have
brought guns and ammunition info the coun-
try for the sole purpose of achleving wealth
or power live with themselves with the cer-
taln knowledge that those same guns will be
almed at other human beings?”

Mr. Lalor sald Jamalco iIs today facing
not o crisis of economic stabllity but “a
crisls of consclence, character and the inner
spirit of Man”.

*1 belleve our saivation lles In our settling
down fo the task of making this country
work,” he sald. “When we make it work In
our hearts, God will make it work through-
out the land.”



























































































































