






























































































































































between 1649 and 1651, ending half a decade of
strife.'®

During that period, the French sugar industry
remained in an undeveloped state'®® with, prim-
arily, the governors investing heavily in it. A
visitor to Guadeloupe wrote around 1647 that
Houel had a plantation containing 100 Negroes
with 80 more ordered and that he expected to
make 75 tons of sugar yearly,'® but as late as
1656 only about ten mills existed on the island. '’
A traveller staying on St Christopher in 1646 and
early 1647 wrote that de Poincy owned over 100
slaves, a sugar mill and an indigo works.
Advised by a man called ‘Dom Paul Espagnol’,
the governor supposedly earned annually
30,000 écus from sugar, and the commodity was
described as ‘the first merchandise of our
islands’, no doubt because of its price. Yet des-
pite this favourable description, the sugar in-
dustry appeared relatively undeveloped. De
Poincy possessed the largest plantation in the
French sector, but his boiling house contained
only three cauldrons which made his works of
minimal efficient size."® Even so, he apparently
took advantage of the high sugar prices and
rapidly increased his production, for Father
Pelleprat, who visited St Christopher in 1654,
believed that he owned 600 or 700 slaves.'” If
true, this would have made him very nearly the
most wealthy planter on the Antilles, a position
in striking contrast to that of his subjects who
owned slaves and raised mainly tobacco.

With planters living outside Barbados unable
to shift fully to sugar cane, it might be expected
that their insular economies would remain dep-
ressed. Yet that was not the case, for with the
primary flow of English labourers directed
towards Barbados and with Spanish America no
longer able to compete for European tobacco
markets, the tobacco and cotton supplies reach-
ing the Old World ceased expanding at previous
rates and may even have decreased. Prices for
these commodities consequently rcse to profit-
able levels. The average value of Virginia
tobacco, for instance, increased from 0.9d. per
pound in 1640-43 to 1.5d. in 1645-49 and 3d. in
1649-50. As a result, all the English Caribbean
colonies prospered, and their populations
steadily expanded. The citizenry of Anglo-St
Christopher, for instance, was estimated at
more than 6,000 in 1645 and 12,000-13,000 in
1648.'"° While these figures lack reliability, by
1655 so many people inhabited the colony that
one observer wrote, ‘this island is almost worne
out by reason of the multituds that live upon
it’.™ Even the less defended Leewards partici-
pated in the prosperity, and the number of
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Englishmen on Antigua rose from about thirty
families in 1640 to 350 armed men or 750
‘soules’ in 1646 and close to 1,200 men in 1655.'?

Despite the divisive civil war wracking the
French colonies, their populations also grew
rapidly. In 1642, the Company of the Isles of
America, which had every reason to inflate its
accomplishments since it sought support from
the Crown, declared that over 7,000 Frenchmen
lived on the Antilles." Three years later, a priest
put the number at 5,000. Of these, 3,000 dwelt
on St Christopher and 1,000 each inhabited
Guadeloupe and Martinique.'* Their popul-
ations increased substantially during the next
decade, and by 1655 the islands contained
around 13,000 whites and 10,000 slaves.'” To
put this expansion of perhaps threefold to
fivefold over a thirteen-year period into perspec-
tive, during the next forty-five years their citi-
zenry increased only one and one-half times."*
Equally important, during this period the pop-
ulation of Martinique and Guadeloupe surpas-
sed that of French St Christopher: the 1645 esti-
mate of 3,000 living on the latter island is higher
than any that followed, while in 1655 Guade-
loupe was said to contain 12,000 whites
although in 1664 it actually had, according to a
census, only 5,009." That was very near the
5,303 persons said to inhabit Martinique in
1658."8 During the sugar boom era, the French
thus became thoroughly entrenched on what
later became their two Caribee strongholds.

The end of that period was sealéd in January
1654 when the Portuguese expelled the Dutch
from Recife, the main port of Pernambuco,
thereby enabling Brazilian producers to again
market their commodities in Europe. As a
result, tropical staple prices dropped to compet-
itive levels, ending the most lucrative age in West
Indian agriculture. For Barbadians, however,
the period had lost much of its lustre even earl-
ier. In May of 1650, royalists in the island
assembly passed a declaration of loyalty to the
son of Charles I. Parliament retaliated in
August by forbidding Englishmen to trade with
the island. Then, in 1651, Cromwell sent a fleet
to the Caribees which blockaded the colony;
and in January 1652, after James Modyford,
then a leading militia officer, defected with his
regiment, the insurgents surrendered. Because
the warfare interrupted trade, planters doubt-
less fared poorly. '

Since Holland played a major role in the Bar-
bados economy, trade was further disturbed by
the Anglo-Dutch War of 1652-54. That engage-
ment however, did benefit the French islands,
for the Amsterdam merchants were temporarily



forced to orient the bulk of their Caribee shipp-
ing to them. Relations became so close between
the two nationalities that when Indians attacked
Martinique in 1654, Dutch soldiers were used to
bear the brunt of the assault and when Protest-
ant refugees fled Brazil, following the Port-
uguese reconquest, they bypassed the English
possessions for Catholic Guadeloupe.

With the 1654 decline in muscovado prices,
the Caribee economies experienced a sharp
reverse. Numerous sugar-cane planters, hoping
to minimize their losses, turned to cotton or
ginger, increasing the supply of those commod-
ities so much that their values also fell. Ginger,
for instance, declined by 1655-56 from £5
sterling a cwt, to £1.25, a drop in percentage
very near that which had occurred in the price of
sugar.'"® The ramifications of the recession
touched most aspects of Antillean life. Among
the noticeable consequences, the number of
whites willing to migrate to the region de-
creased, and as a result the islands experienced a
loss in their European populations. The number
of Englishmen on Barbados fell from perhaps
25,000 in 1654, apparently the highest figure in
its history, to 19,568 by 1684,'® while the popul-

Tablel Anglo-American Tobacco Prices, 1624-50
(pence per Ib)

Year Price Ygar Price
1624 36,'24,26 1639 4/5
1625 12,36 1640 11/5
1628 3,9 1641 172
1630 2,18 1642 1172
1631 6 1643 4/5
1632 6 1645 1172
1633 9 1646 1172
1634 -1,%6,74/5,4-6 1647 1172
1635 2-3,2-3 1649 3
1636 2 1650 3
1638 4/5

! Alluncited prices come from Robert P. Thomasand Terry
L. Anderson, ‘The Economic Growth of the Chesapeake in
the Seventeenth Century’. unpublished paper, Department
of Economics, University of Washington, n.p. and Irene
W. D. Hecht, ‘The Virginia Colony, 1607-40: A study in
Frontier Growth’ (Ph.D. dissertation, University of
Washington, 1969), 356-58.

2 Edmund S. Morgan, ‘The Firth American Boom: Virginia
161810 1630°, William and Mary Quarterly, 3rd ser., 28
(April 1971), 177.

3 Ibid.

4 CSP Dom., 1628-1629, ser. 2, 111, 411.

3 George Louis Beer, The Origins of the British Colonial
System 1578-1660 (1908; rpt. Gloucester, Mass., 1959), 93.

6 Lewis Cecil Gray, History of Agriculture in the Southern
United States to 1860 (1933; rpt. Gloucester, Mass., 1958),
I, 260. :

7 Beer, British Colonial System, 94.

8 bid.

ation of sparsely settled Martinique declined by
over 1,000."' Antiguans expressed the prevail-
ing feeling of the time in a 1656 petition to
Cromwell in which they asked for aid because
‘many plantations have been deserted’. Their
statement further noted that ‘no supplies of ser-
vants have of late arrived from England’ and
that the ‘number of fighting men is very incon-
siderable’, so that ‘unless some speedy course is
taken to remedy these evils, the island will be
quite deserted’.'?? Antiguans were not the only
ones seeking a political remedy for their econ-
omic ills. Barbadians petitioned the home gov-
ernment in 1654 to enforce the law prohibiting
the cultivation of tobacco in England,'® and in
1655-56 they presented the Protector with a
carefully prepared request asking that he levy
prohibitive duties on Brazilian sugar and reduce
tariffs on English colonial commodities. As a
result of these and other New World pressures,
he revised the customs schedule.'** In addition,
he declared that all earlier loans made by the
Dutch to settlers were to be paid to the English
government. Colonial officials, who were them-
selves often planters, failed to collect these
accounts, and consequently Englishmen
emerged from the boom period largely unen-
cumbered by debts.

The depression of 1654, and the competition
characteristic of the following era, hardly
proved disastrous for planters. Antigua did net,
as the petitioners feared, become deserted, and
while Martinique did temporarily lose settlers, it
soon became the foremost French colony of the
century. These successes, however, occurred in
large part because of the firm foundation estab-
lished during the prosperous years, 1624-54,

Table2 Netherlands Prices of Sugar, Cotton and
Indigo, 1624-54 (guilders per Dutch1b)

Year Sugar' Cotton? Indigo® Year Sugar Cotton Indigo

1624 0.32 081 4.13 1640 0.49 034 8.10
1625 0.38 0.84 3.85 1641 038 0.33 495
1626 0.42 3.76 1642 034 0.29 5.25
1628 0.44 060 3.90 1643 031 029 4.58
1630 0.57 0.53 3.72 1645 039 0.56 3.15
1631 0.59 048 3.55 1646 0.57 0.61 2.78
1632 0.54 0.50 3.45 1648 043 0.28 231
1633 0.54 048 3.83 1649 0.52 029 257
1634 0.50 048 3.75 1650 0.49 0.28 279
1635 0.51 0.56 3.9 1651 0.53 034 230
1636 0.52 0.50 3.83 1652 0.50 0.34 2.18
1637 0.67 047 3.9 1653 0.51 043 253
1638 0.54 038 4.43 1654 0.51 046 3.13

' Nicholaas Posthumus, Inquiry into the History of Prices in
Holland (Leiden, 1946), I, 119.

2 Ibid., 281. -

3 Ibid., 415-16. :
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successes which elevate those three decades to a
prominent place in West Indian history. Yet
events during that time are also much misunder-
stood. Scholars have overlooked the extraordin-
ary incomes planters originally received from
producing tobacco and how this influenced the
founding of ten English and French colonies in
the Caribbean between 1624 and 1635. Also
overlooked have been the accompanying in-
crease in tobacco output and consequent
decrease in leaf prices, a trend which culminated
in a depression around 1640 and which motiv-
ated settlers to feverishly search for a new
staple. As a result of their investigations, Barba-
dians and to a lesser extent other colonists began
raising sugar and there occurred another intense
boom that lasted until 1654. By then the growth
in West Indian populations had placed England
and France in a position where they felt obliged
to assert themselves as major Antillean powers,
while Barbados, the most developed of the Cari-
bees, exhibited all the characteristics that
prompted men later in the century to call her
‘the garden of the world’'* and Henry Whistler
to write in 1655 ‘This island is one of the riches
spotes of ground in the wordell and fully inhab-
ited’."¢ Neither Jamaica nor the larger French
colonies of Martinique, Guadeloupe, and later
St Dominique would overtake her in population
until the 18th century which, as much as any-
thing, indicates the strength and formative influ-
ence of the economic forces at work during this
early period.
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Mortality and the Medical Treatment of Slaves in

the British West Indies

RICHARD B. SHERIDAN

Successive waves of peoples have occupied the
Caribbean islands, beginning in pre-Columbian
times with the Siboneys, Tainos, Arawaks, and
Caribs. Only a handful of these indigenous
peoples survived the coming of the Spaniard.
The Spaniard’s exclusive claim to the Antilles
was successfully challenged by Dutchmen,
Frenchmen, Englishmen, and Danes. For
upwards of four centuries the inexorable
demand for plantation labor was met by selling
Africans into bondage. Following slave
emancipation came contract and free laborers
from India, China, and elsewhere. Dominating
the population of the Caribbean today are the
descendants of the African slaves who survived
the health hazards of a complex tropical
environment in an age of rudimentary medical
science.

At the outset it may be asked why Europeans
transported Africans several thousand miles to
the New World instead of establishing
plantations in tropical Africa. This question can
perhaps be answered briefly by reference to
three environments — physical, technological,
and social. Technologically superior Europeans
found the coastal lowlands of West Africa both
inaccessible and inhospitable. Treacherous surf,
mangrove swamps, enervating climate,
generally poor soils, and the difficulty of
supporting animal husbandry in the face of the
tsetse fly were some of the reasons for the failure
to establish plantations in Africa. Caribbean
islands, on the other hand, were capable of sup-
porting livestock and plantation agriculture.
They were in the path of the trade winds which
determined sailing and trade routes, energized

windmills, and made the climate less enervating.
Slaves were less prone to run away or rebel when
they were confined to small, densely populated
islands and denied access to guns and sailing
craft. Then it was possible for Europeans to
replicate their old-world culture, albeit a culture
corrupted by slavery, when they occupied
sparsely populated or even depopulated West
Indian islands.' Finally, as Philip Curtin has so
ably demonstrated, Europeans suffered a lower
mortality rate in the West Indies than they did in
West Africa, while imported Africans worked
better and lived longer than Indians and white
indentured workers.? :

Prior to 1816 only crude estimates of the slave
population of the British West Indies are extant.
In 1680, the colonies of Barbados, Jamaica, and
the four Leeward Islands of Antigua, St. Kitts,
Nevis, and Montserrat contained some 68,000
Negro slaves, of whom Barbados claimed about
two-thirds. In 1700, there were some 116,000
slaves, of whom Barbados and Jamaica claimed
50,000 and 45,000, respectively. Jamaica
moved ahead of Barbados in subsequent
decades. Its slave population in 1750 was
125,000, while that of Barbados was 68,000,
and the Leeward Islands, 64,000. The estimated
total population in 1750 was 257,000. By the
Treaty of Paris in 1763, Britain acquired the
‘Ceded Islands’ of Dominica, St. Vincent,
Grenada, and Tobago. Meanwhile, the several
British Virgin 1slands acquired enough slaves to
be included in the estimates. By the eve of the
American Revolution the eleven Caribbean
islands contained some 416,000 slaves, as
compared with 460,000 in the thirteen mainland
colonies. Colonies acquired by conquest after
1775 included St. Lucia, Trinidad, Berbice, and
Demerara. In 1800, fifteen British colonies
contained about 674,000 slaves, nearly half of

Race and Slavery in The Western Hemisphere: Quantitative Studies (Princeton, 1975), pp. 285-307.
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whom were in Jamaica. In 1834, at the time of
slave emancipation, 651,912 slaves were
enumerated in the British Caribbean.’

“The most striking demographic peculiarity
of the South Atlantic System was its failure to
produce a self-sustaining slave population in
tropical America,” writes Philip Curtin.*
Whereas the slave population of the American
South increased by natural means during and
following the era of the slave trade, that of the
West Indies depended on annual recruits from
Africa merely to maintain the existing
population. Only the island of Barbados had a
slave _ population that increased by natural
means, and this came after the African slave
trade was prohibited by the British Parliament
in 1807. Among the numerous causes of slave
mortality in the West Indies were the high
proportion of male to female slave imports, the
difficulty of acclimating or ‘seasoning’ newly
imported slaves, unstable sexual unions which
contributed to the low birth rate, high mortality
among infants and young children,
malnutrition, hard labor, cruel punishment,
epidemic and other diseases, and accidents.’

Broadly speaking, slavery in the British
Caribbean falls into three periods with respect
to the mix of demographic and economic
factors. Early slavery dates from about 1640
with the launching of the sugar industry in
Barbados. It gradually gave way to near-
monoculture slavery in that island during the
~ 1680s, and to slave amelioration in the 1760s and
1770s. These stages came later in other
Caribbean islands which lagged behind
Barbados in developing slave-plantation econ-
omies.

The Caribbean colonies were initially colonies
of settlement perhaps as much as colonies of
exploitation. They attracted numerous
smallholders who grew tobacco and other minor
staples and foodstuffs with the assistance of
indentured servants and a few black slaves.
Compared with minor staples, sugar production
required more land, labor, and fixed and
working capital for efficient production. But for
several decades sugar plantations were under-
capitalized, depending on both white servants
and black slaves to produce not only the
sweetening substance but also the greater part of
their food requirements. Planters conserved
their human capital by assigning slaves to light
tasks, feeding and clothing them well, and
encouraging family life and reproduction.
Contemporary accounts indicate that slave
cargoes contained about as many females as
males.*

Near-monoculture slavery followed in the
course of decades the early slave economy. It
was characterized by the consolidation of
smaltholdings into sugar plantations, rising land
values, emigration of former smallholders and
their servants, annual cropping of cane land,
soil depletion and its correction by heavy
application of fertilizer, dependence on
imported foodstuffs and other supplies and
equipment, and a slave population that failed to
reproduce itself. Probably the chief cause of the
excess of deaths over births was the low cost of
imported slaves. Since it was generally cheaper
to buy new workers than to bear the cost of
breeding and raising a slave to working age in
the colony, planters preferred to import more
men than women. Not only did the birth rate
decline, but the death rate increased because of
hard labor, cruel punishment, malnutrition,
epidemics, and accidents. Most of the deaths
occurred during the seasoning, for the mortality
among new slaves was greater than that among
Creoles or island-born Negroes.”

Amelioration of the slave’s condition seems
to have been limited to estates of enlightened
planters prior to the American Revolution.
Trade interruption in conjunction with
unusually severe hurricanes during the
revolutionary struggle resulted in slave deaths,
reputedly as many as 15,000 in Jamaica.’
Planters not only grew more foodstuffs at a time
of uncertain supplies from abroad but they were
also concerned to increase the birth rate and
longevity of their slaves. After 1790 the long and
bitter slave rebellion in St. Domingue
threatened to spread to the British colonies.
Planters became fearful of large aggregations of
African-born slaves and sought to substitute a
more tractable and self-generating labor force
of Creole blacks. The collapse of the sugar
boom of the 1790s brought planter and
politician demands to end the slave trade in an
effort to deny laborers to foreign competitors
and thus limit sugar production and raise prices
to the comparative advantage of British
planters. Meanwhile, amelioration had been
encouraged by higher slave prices. Finally, the
anti-slavery movement in England became a
force which could not be ignored.®

Il

Though historians and demographers assign
different weights to economic and non-
economic factors, they agree that mortality
rates declined during the 80-100 years prior to
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British slave emancipation. Crude annual rates
of population decrease can be computed by
relating net slave import figures to unofficial
census returns. For Barbados the annual rate of
decrease was 4.1 per cent in the quarter century
1676-1700. It then rose to 4.9 per cent in
1701-25, after which it declined to 3.6 per cent in
1726-50 and 3.8 per cent in 1751-75. Import
data are spotty for the years from 1776 to the
end of the slave tradein 1897, but other evidence
indicates that imports played a declining role in
recruiting the slave population. Indeed, the
Barbadian experience was unique, for the
island’s blacks increased from about 69,400 in
1809 to 83,150 in 1834.',

The mortality experience of Jamaica and
Barbados affords interesting points of
comparison. My crude calculations for Jamaica
gives an annual rate of decrease of 3.1 per cent in
1676-1700, 3.7 per cent in 1701-25, 3.5 per cent
in 1726-50, and 2.5 per cent in 1751-75. Though
the downward trend was reversed for a time in
the 1790s, the annual rate declined to 2.0 in
1776-1800 and to 0.43 per cent from 1817 to
1829." While the computed rates of population
of the two islands rose and fell, Jamaica’s rate
not only lagged behind but was consistently
lower than that of Barbados. The lag can be
explained by the later economic development of
Jamaica, while the consistently lower rates were
probably due to the more diversified economy
of Jamaica. Barry Higman has demonstrated
statistically that in Jamaica the slaves increased
generally on coffee plantations and cattle
ranches or pens, and decreased on sugar estates.
He cites a contemporary observer who
attributed the heavy mortality on sugar
plantations to cane-hole digging, night work,
and the use of the whip."

Recent studies have recounted the mortality
experience of individual sugar plantations. J.
Harry Bennett, Jr has told the tragic story of the
slaves on the Codrington plantations in
Barbados from 1712 to 1748. In an average year
there was only one birth to every 100 of the
population, one out of every two infants died
before reaching five years of age, four or five of
every 100 seasoned slaves died annually, and
deaths during the seasoning claimed four or five
in every ten of the Africans imported as

replacements. Despite the purchase of an .

average of nine slaves a year, the Codrington
community declined from 292 to 209."

African recruitment and the hiring of
seasoned slaves were abandoned by the
managers of Codrington in 1761. There
followed after some delay a new policy of

amelioration to prolong the life of the slaves and
encourage them to breed. That the new policy
was successful is evident from the increase of the
labor force by one-third from 1793 to 1823."

Slavery on Worthy Park estate in Jamaica has
been analyzed by Michael Craton and James
Walvin. The work force increased from 318 to
357 in 1791. Massive purchases of new slaves
during the sugar boom of the 1790s increased the
death rate from 3.0 per cent to 5.7 per cent,
while the birth rate remained fairly stable at 2.3
per cent. By the turn of the century the mortality
rate had probably resumed its downward trend.
Over the entire period 1811-37, when a policy of
amelioration was vigorously pursued, the -
annual average death rate was 2.60 per cent and
the birth rate 2.33 per cent. This gave a natural
decrease of 0.27 per cent, or approximately six
slaves every five years out of a population of
about 500."

The slave mortality experience can now be
summarized briefly. After an initial period of
relatively mild slavery, sugar monoculture
ushered in a more demanding labor regimen.
Most of the slaves who survived the Middle
Passage arrived in a debilitated condition.
Substantial numbers died during the seasoning.
Ilnesses multiplied on the plantations after
periods of drought, night work, and toil in wet
weather. Overwork and  malnutrition
contributed to the decline of the blacks. From
time to time epidemics of smallpox and measles
took a heavy toll. When the cost of imported
slaves was low in relation to the cost of breeding
and rearing children to the age of labor, planters
purchased many more males than females.
From this followed unstable sexual unions
which, in turn, contributed to the low birth rate
and that high infant mortality. But far more
women tended to survive than men, leading in
time to an equalization of the sex ratio. Finally,
natural increase depended upon the
combination of sexual balance, a reasonably
healthy birth rate, and a moderate death rate.
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Death, Disease and Medicine on the Jamaican
Slave Plantations; the Example of Worthy Park,

1767-1838

MICHAEL CRATON*

Even while condemning the institution of
slavery, many modern writers on the subject
have echoed the early apologists of slavery in
assuming that the health of plantation slaves can
be positively correlated with the number of
doctors and the amount of medicine used.! The
motives of the slaveowners are usually acknow-
ledged to have been economic calculation rather

- than disinterested philanthropy, but the facts

that there were more ‘doctors’ in Jamaica in
1800 than in 1900, that nearly all plantations had
their own practitioners, and that medicines
featured largely in any list of imported
plantation supplies, are taken as evidence that
slaves were relatively well cared for. Without
such care, it is assumed, slave health conditions
would have been far worse; perhaps even as bad
as those in the notorious ‘graveyard’ of the West
African coast.?

More careful research, however, revises —
even reverses — these views. Ignorance of the
etiology of tropical diseases placed them largely
beyond human control, and this situation was
compounded by treatments based upon a
purblind ignorance of human physiology, and
an irrelevant pharmacopeia. Even at Worthy
Park plantation in central Jamaica, which was
serviced for 55 years by a doctor famous for his
efficiency, slave medicine was a mixed blessing
indeed.?

Under the Jamaican Consolidated Slave Law
of 1792, not only were overseers to hand in to the
vestries annual lists of births and deaths on their
Plantations on a penalty of £50 for non-compli-
ance, but every plantation doctor was also ‘on
oath, to give-in an account of slaves dying, with,

‘
*Department of History, University of Waterloo.

to the best of his judgement, the causes thereof,
under penalty of £100 for each neglect’.*

Thus, for at least those estates for which
records have survived, there exist cause-of-
death diagnoses up to the standard attained by
eighteenth-century plantation doctors. In
addition, at Worthy Park, and some other
estates the slave ledgers included, rather less
systematically, comments on the health of slaves
whose efficiency was impaired, and lists of
medicines used. Besides this, Worthy Park’s
chief slave doctor, John Quier (1739-1822),
published an account of seven years of his
practice in the district.} _

What follows is a table (Table 1) showing all
the causes of death ascribed in the Worthy Park
records between 1792 and 1838, applying to 401
slaves. Wherever possible, the slave doctor’s
diagnoses have been translated into modern
terms, and grouped together into classes along
the lines of the World Health Organisation®
categories. Further on, the significance of the
diagnoses given in the ‘Condition’ columns of
the Worthy Park slave ledgers is also discussed,
but the Condition listings are so much less
systematic and conclusive — so much less final
— than Causes of Death, that they cannot easily
be tabulated.

The 401 specific causes of death from Worthy
Park represent perhaps the largest sample it is
now possible to recover from a single Jamaican
estate. However, any such single source needs
careful preliminary evaluation before its general
value is established. The two chief deficiencies
of the data are that they are not complete, and
that they are derived from a population which

Histoire Sociale — Social History, Vol. 9, No. 18 November (1976), pp. 237-55.
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Table1 Worthy Park: Incidence of Causes of Death Noted, 1783-1838 (Assigned by World Health

Organisation Categories)

Worthy Park diagnoses Incidences Modern diagnoses W.H.O. Categories
(where different)

Dysentery 10 Bacillary Dysentery 1 004
Flux 25 Diarrhoeal Disease 009
Phthisis Consumption 15 Tuberculosis 011
Coco Bays 2 Leprosy (Arabian) 030
Whooping Cough. Croup

4 033
Locked Jaw 2 Tetanus 037
Measles s 055
Smalipox 2 056
Diseased Brain. Water on the Brain

2 Encephalitis 062
Yaws 24 102
Dirt Eating 9 Helminthiasis 127
Worms, Worm Fever 14 Internal parasites 129
Fever 26
Palsy 3 Cerebral palsy Vi 343
Fits, Convulsions, Epilepsy 1 Epilepsy 345
Complaint in Spine 1 Spinal chord disease 349
Apoplexy, St roke 2 Vil 436
Elephantiasis | 457
Violent Cold, Cough, Catarrh 11 Acute Common Cold Vi 460
Influenza 2 470
Pneumonia 1 480
Asthma 4 493
Pleurisy 10 s1
Abcessin Lungs 2 513
Rupture 3 Hernia 1X 551
Suppression of Menses 2 Menstrual disorder X 626
Childbed 7 644
Puny from Birth, At Birth, Still Born 18 X1 677
Ulcers, Ulceration 14 Chronic skin ulcers Xil 707
Spasms 1 Nervous system XVi 780
Dropsy, ‘Cold, Bloated & Dropsical’ 38 Cardiovascular. lympathic 782
Lung Trouble, Sore Throat k} Respiratory system 783
Stomach Complaint | Upper gastro-intestinal 784
Bloated, Swelled & Bloated, Inflammation

of Bowels 4 Lower gastro-intestinal 85
Swelled Leg, Sore Foot 4 Limbs & joints 787
0ld Age, Decline, Weakness, Informity,

Invalid (where old) 89 Senility 794
Suddenly, In the Night, Sudden, Act of

God, Vindicationof God 7 Sudden Death (Unknown Cause) 798
Diseased Many Years, Infirmity, Invalid

(not aged), Sick Some Time, Worthless,

At Hospitalin Kingston 7 Other sicknesses, unspecified 796
Accident 14 Xvi 880
Ate Poison, Suicide by Poison 3 Suicide 950
Shot while Stealing 1 Legal Intervention 970
Suffocation 1 994

401
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changed considerably during the 46 years
covered, particularly in the gradual increase in
the proportion of Creole (island-born), and thus
fully ‘seasoned’ (acclimatised) slaves. It is likely
that between 1792 and 1838 some 1,000 slaves
actually died at Worthy Park, so that causes of
death are specifically unknown for almost two-
thirds. However, the nature of the records
determines that these causes of death can be
regarded as virtually a random sample,
scattered evenly over the entire period and over
the whole range of the population.

Causes of death data are deficient for two
periods of exceptional mortality, following a
large influx of new Africansin the 1790s, and the
arrival of more than 100 new Creoles in 1830.
This may have led to a slight understatement of
the deaths by ‘fever’ and ‘flux’. Yet these
periods of exceptional mortality occurred in
only about four of the 46 years covered. Were all
causes of death in those years specifically known
and recorded, this would surely have led to a
severe distortion of the overall situation.
Moreover, only a minority of Jamaican estates
had comparable influxes of population in
slavery’s last years.

Another area of slight doubt was the degree to
which causes of infant death were
underrepresented. It is well known that infant
mortality itself was commonly understated by
plantation records, though not quite to the
degree that some writers believe.” At Worthy
Park, the number of those who were born and
died during the intercensal periods and thus
went unrecorded was probably no more than
one in iive overall. Over the period 1792-1838
just over 30 per cent of those born on the estate
died in their first five years. Only about 20 per
cent of the known causes of death related to
deaths in this age range. But since about a third
of Worthy Park’s slaves were African-born and
never were infants at Worthy Park it seems
likely that causes of death were not under-
represented at all.

It is a commonplace of plantation studies that
new African slaves suffered far higher mortality
rates and died from different diseases than
seasoned Creoles. Yet it should be rememberd
that by the beginning of the period covered an
established plantation of 500 slaves would, on
the average, receive only two or three new

~ Africans a year, and that from the ending of the

British slave trade in 1808 the flow dried up
altogether. Accordingly,. for Jamaica as a
whole, and for most long-established estates,
the proportion of Africans in the slave
plantation declined from only about 50 per cent

in 1792, to no more than 10 per cent in 1838. The
Worthy Park figures were 42.1 per cent in 1784,
soaring to 63.4 per cent in 1794, and then
declining gradually to 37.9 per cent in 1813 and
9.6 per cent in 1838.%

If it is accepted then that the causes of death
from Worthy Park for the last half century of
slavery were more or less random and repre-
sentative, it is worth stating here what were the
average demographic characteristics of that
plantation during that period, in respect of the
sex ratio, age cohorts, mortality and fertility
levels, and life expectancies.

Worthy Park was a typical Jamaican sugar
plantation in most respects, though somewhat
larger, further inland, and consequently even
more self-contained than the average. How then
did its pattern of death and disease compare
with other types of settlement and other areas?
Although comparable vital statistics' were not
obtainable, it has at least proved possible to
compare the Worthy Park causes of death
figures for 1792-1838 with the only previously
published cause-of-death analysis for a West
Indian slave population, derived from British
Guiana, 1829-32, and with figures for the total
population of heavily urbanised St. Catherine’s
Parish, Jamaica, between 1774 and 1778,
including free whites, coloureds and black as
well as slaves, '

In fact, when looking for comparisons with
the Worthy Park causes of death, it was the data
from St. Catherine’s — a lowland area with
some sugar plantations but heavily dominated
by Spanish Town, the Jamaican capital — which
were first employed. The contrasts between a
tightly-knit but closed and rural population of
slaves, and largely urbanised and geographically
mobile population, including all races and
classes, were immediately apparent. This was
particularly so in the far greater incidence of
death by ‘fever’ and the far smaller number of
deaths by old age in Spanish Town and its
environs. A tragically high proportion of those
who died from fever in Spanish Town were
members of the white army garrison who,
during their period of acclimatisation, suffered
from one of the highest mortality rates in the
world." The evidence for mortality among
urban slaves is ambivalent,' but it is almost
certain that the beneficial effects stemming from
the fact that they were largely Creoles, and from
rather better food and working conditions than
on plantations, were offset by a vulnerability
induced by slum crowding, poor sanitation,
nearby swamps, and the chances of reinfection
by transients, particularly in respect of
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epidemics. All in all, the mortality rates in
tropical towns were probably twice the average
for whole colonies, and higher than for any
plantations.”

Though largely explicable, the very great
differences between the causes of death from
Worthy Park and from St. Catherine’s left the
question of the typicality of Worthy Park as a
sugar plantation up in the air. The discovery of
the remarkable correlation between Worthy
Park’s figures and those for a far larger sample
drawn from sugar plantations in a colony a
thousand miles distant in a rather later period,
was therefore very exciting. Many con-
temporary writers spoke of sugar plantations as
if they were standard in every respect, and of the
contrasts between different types of settlement
and locations within the Caribbean. Some
analysis has recently been made of differences in
overall mortality figures.' But here for the first
time was statistical evidence by specific causes of
death. Moreover, from this it was clear that
there were health characteristics common and
peculiar to sugar plantations wherever they were
found within the Caribbean region. These
contrasted to a marked degree with West Indian
towns, and probably differed to a lesser but sig-
nificant degree from smaller, less intensively
cultivated plantations growing staples other
than sugar, in hillier areas, for which similar
work remains to be undertaken.

In drawing up both cause-of-death tables
there were many difficulties of classification.
Too many of the alleged explanations of death
from Worthy Park were non-specific or down-
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right evasive. What, for example, is learned
from ‘Accident’? And what can be made of ‘At
Hospital in Kingston’, ‘Suddenly’, ‘In the
Night’, or ‘A Vindication of God'? In a dis-
maying number of cases the doctor was
describing — and presumably had been treating
— symptoms rather than actual diseases. ‘Con-
vulsions’ and gastro-intestinal complications
were particularly difficult to identify, but even
the common diagnoses of ‘flux’, ‘fever’,
‘ulcers’, and ‘‘dropsy’ proved troublesome. At
first sight there also seemed to be a remarkably
high number of different causes of death.
However, discriminating reclassification — first
along World Health Organisation lines and
then, less scientifically, into the categories used
for the British Guiana slaves — elicited a much
clearer picture.

Despite the depredations of epidemics (not all
of which were killers) and the decimation of the
‘seasoning’ process among new slaves, the chief
single cause of death on sugar plantations was
still old age — or at least debility among elderly
adults. That over a fifth of the slaves lived long
enough to die of what were regarded as natural
causes surely runs counter to the impression
given by average survival rates, which suggest a
life expectancy at birth of less than 30 years for
Creoles, and for newly-arrived Africans an
average expectation of no more than a dozen
more years.

Epidemics of measles, smallpox and yellow
fever carried off numbers of plantation slaves in
some years, but the dreaded ‘fluxes’ struck more
regularly and killed even more overall. Known

Table3 Comparative Causesof Death: Worthy Park, 1792-1838: British
Guiana, 1829-32; St. Catherine’s (Spanish town), 1774-78'*

s Worthy British St. Catherine's

Park Guiana .(Spanish
slaves slaves Town)

1795-1838 1829-32 1774-78
Old Age, Debility 22.2 19.1 1.6
Dysentery, Flux 8.7 12.0 2.3
Dropsy 9.5 9.2 4
Pulmonary Diseases 11.4 9.2 5.7
Fevers (inc. Measles, Smallpox) 9.2 8.1 39.9
Yaws, Ulcers 9.5 6.1 6.1
Inflammations, etc. 2.0 4.4 318
Gastro-Intestinal 6.0 4.3 38
Accidents 4.3 4.2 1.6
Leprosy 0.5 3.8 —
Convulsions 38 3.7 6.3
Lockjaw 0.5 2.6 0.8
Syphilis — 1.0 1.1
Others & Unknown 12.4 12.3 14.6
Totals 100.0 100.0 100.0
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estate, he recommended that infants be drafted
there to fatten up. Although Dr Quier dis-
approved of the African customs of swaddling
newborn infants and suckling children into their
second year, there is at least one scrap of
evidence that he came to place as much credence
in ‘African’ medicine as in his own received
pharmacy. Noticing that his black slave
‘doctoress’ assistant was in the habit of bathing
the swollen feet of yaws sufferers in urine he did
not tell her to desist, and honesty compelled him
to admit that the patients came to no further
harm..

To modern eyes, the wisest section of Dr John
Quier’s letters from Jamaica concerns a regimen
for maintaining general health in a tropical
climate. It could serve as a model in most
respects even today: choose a dry, healthy
location; practise temperance, drinking a little
wine ‘but selecting a diet more vegetable than
animal, including fresh fruit; rise early, take a
moderate amount of exercise, and avoid the
night-time damp; bathe frequently, and change
clothing according to the time of day and
season; maintain a cheerful disposition. Un-
fortunately, however, these excellent
suggestions (which John Quier perhaps
followed himself, for he lived to 83) were abso-
lutely irrelevant to the lives of slaves. As Hans
Sloane had found long before, they were also
almost reversed by the habits of most of the
Jamaican whites.

From the Worthy Park evidence for
1792-1838 it is clear that the level of health on
slave planiations was low. Yet the situation
should not be exaggerated. Disease alone did
not account for the continuing natural decrease
in the population, which was also influenced by
purely demographic characteristics.® If sugar
plantations, with their large cramped
populations and intensive agriculture, were less
healthy than mountain pens and coffee
plantations, estates like Worthy Park in
spacious highland areas were healthier than
those in the swampy lowlands of St. Catherine,
St. Thomas-in-the-East, St. Mary, or St. James;
and all were far less disease-ridden than the
kennels and yards of Spanish Town, Kingston
and the other ports, the ships on the Middle
Passage, and the barracoons of the African
coast.3 Besides this, the health situation which
the Worthy Park records for 1792-1838
disclosed was almost certainly better than that
which obtained in the plantation’s earlier days
— though the improvement, like that in the

population’s demographic balance, was largely
beyond the understanding or control of
planters, doctors and ‘amelioration’ laws.

The ‘triangle trade’ of trade goods, slaves and
sugar made the West Indies a crossroads for the
diseases of Europe, Africa and tropical
America. Until immunities built up over the
years, newcomers were infected by unfamiliar
strains of virus, germ and parasite. This well-
documented but unexplained phenomenon
accounted for perhaps half of all African slaves
between the time of their original seizure and the
conclusion of the seasoning process on a West
Indian plantation four years later. It likewise
killed almost as high a ratio of all whites newly
arriving in the sugar islands, and an even higher
proportion of white crewmen on the slave ships,
or white soldiers cramped and ill-fed in barracks
in the West Indies and West Africa.’?

Owing to the fallacies of humoral theory,
medical treatment for diseases was totally in-
adequate: never curative, at best palliative or
innocuous, at worst positively baneful. The
greatest improvement came fortuitously, with
the process of creolisation. The increasingly
closed nature of the plantation population made
it a closed disease environment, rather less
subject to attack from passing epidemics than
towns or villages.

What remained, however, was serious
enough; the general debility from ailments
associated with unhygienic conditions, poor
diet and overwork. Here, it might be argued,
‘amelioration’ legislation, such as was passed in
all British West Indian colonies from about
1787, and particularly after 1823, should have
improved health conditions, by regulating the
workload, and establishing standards of food,
clothing and medical care.” Yet these regu-
lations were minimal, reflecting standards
rather than improving them, often a form of
‘window-dressing’. Medical treatment was
effectively beyond the control of legislation.
Besides this, towards the very end of slavery the
effects of any improvements were offset by the
decline in plantation profits, which made
masters inclined to work their slaves harder and
spend less on their upkeep and care. If slaves
towards the end of formal slavery were able to
grow more food, to expand their homes, and to
improve their clothing, this was mainly through
their own efforts. It might also be argued that
there was an ironic virtue in necessity, since the
decline in expenditure on slave medicine may
have been actually beneficial to health.
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Caribbean Slavery and the Capltallst World

Economy

The conclusions of Eric Williams and C.L.R.
James were clearly stated before 1945. Firstly,
they stated that both the slave and sugar trades
were lucrative, and that the plantation system
provided a significant amount of that critical
surplus capital which propelled England and
France into self-sustained economic growth in
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.
Secondly, that with the ability of European
capitalism to reproduce, internally, its own
surplus capital, largely associated with the
ascendancy of industrial capital over merchant

Capitalism and Slavery
ERIC WILLIAMS

‘There is nothing which contributes more to the
development of the colonies and the cultivation
of their soil than the laborious toil of the
Negroes.’ So reads a decree of King Louis XIV
of France, on August 26, 1670. It was the
consensus of seventeenth-century European
opinion. Negroes became the °‘life’ of the
Caribbean, as George Downing said of
Barbados in 1645. Without Negroes, said the
Spanish Council of the Indies in 1685, the food
needed for the support of the whole kingdom
would cease to be produced, and America
would face absolute ruin. Europe has seldom
been as unanimous on any issue as it has been on
the value of Negro slave labour.

In 1645, before the introduction of the sugar
economy, Barbados had 5,680 Negro slaves, or
more than three able-bodied white men to every
slave. In 1667, after the introduction of the
sugar industry, the island, by one account,
contained 82,023 slaves, or nearly ten slaves to
every white man fit to bear arms. By 1698, a

capital in the late eighteenth century and early
nineteenth century, came the economic context
for the reduced economic significance of the
West Indian plantation system. Declining
importance and adverse market forces led to
long-term crisis in the West Indian plantation
economy and hence the movement towards the
abolition. Over these theses, rigorous polemics,
with transatlantic dimensions, have developed.
The intention of these essays is simply to provide
a brief summary of the intellectual loci of the
various arguments involved in these polemics.

more accurate estimate of the population gave
the figures as 2,330 white males and 42,000
slaves, or a ratio of more than eighteen slaves to
every white male.

In Jamaica the ratio of slaves to whites was
one to three in 1658, nearly six to one in 1698.
There were 1,400 slaves in the former year,
40,000 in the latter. The ratio of slaves and
mulattoes to whites increased from more than
two to one in Martinique in 1664 to more than
three to one in 1701. The coloured population
amounted to 2,434 in 1664 and 23,362in 1701. In
Guadeloupe, by 1697, the coloured population
outnumbered the whites by more than three to
two. In Grenada in 1700 the Negro slaves and
mulattoes were more than double the number of
whites. In the Leeward Islands and in St.
Thomas the whites steadily lost ground.

By 1688 it was estimated that Jamaica
required annually 10,000 slaves, the Leeward
Islands 6,000, and Barbados 4,000. A contract
of October, 1675, with one Jean Oudiette, called

From Columbus to Castro: The History of the Caribbean, 1492-1969 (London, 1970), pp. 136-55.
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for the supply of 800 slaves a year for four years
to the French West Indies. Four years later, in
1679, the Senegal Company undertook to
supply 2,000 slaves a year for eight years to the
French Islands. Between 1680 and 1688 the
Royal African Company supplied 46,396 slaves
to the British West Indies, an annual average of
5,155.

The Negro slave trade became one of the most
important  business enterprises of the
seventeenth century. In accordance with
sixteenth-century precedents its organisation
was entrusted to a company which was given the
sole right by a particular nation to trade in slaves
on the coast of West Africa, erect and maintain
the forts necessary for the protection of the
trade, and transport and sell the slaves in the
West Indies. Individuals, free traders or
‘interlopers’, as they were called, were excluded.
Thus the British incorporated the Company of
Royal Adventurers trading to Africa, in 1663,
and later replaced this company by the Royal
African Company, in 1672, the royal patronage
and participation reflecting the importance of
the trade and continuing the fashion set by the
Spanish monarchy of increasing its revenues
thereby. The monopoly of the French slave
trade was at first assigned to the French West
India Company in 1664, and then transferred, in
1673, to. the Senegal Company. The monopoly
of the Dutch slave trade was given to the Dutch
West India Company, incorporated in 1621.
Sweden organised a Guinea Company in 1647.
The Danish West India Company, chartered in
1671, with the royal family among its
shareholders, was allowed in 1674 to extend its
activities to Guinea. Brandenburg established a
Brandenburg  African Company, and
established its first trading post on the coast of
West Africa in 1682. The Negro slave trade,
begun about 1450 as a Portuguese monopoly,
had, by the end of the seventeenth century,
become an international free-for-all.

The organisation of the slave trade gave rise

to one of the most heated and far-reaching
economic polemics of the period. Typical of the
argument in favour of the monopoly was a
paper in 1680 regarding the Royal African
Company of England. The argument,
summarised, was as follows: firstly, experience
demonstrated that the slave trade could not be
carried on without forts on the West African
coast costing £20,000 a year, too heavy a charge
for private traders, and it was not practicable to
apportion it among them; secondly, the trade
was exposed to attack by other nations, and it
was the losses from such attacks prior to 1663

which had resulted in the formation of the
chartered company; thirdly, the maintenance of
forts and warships could not be undertaken by
the Company unless it had an exclusive control;
fourthly, private traders enslaved all and
sundry, even Negroes of high rank, and this led
to reprisals on the coast; finally, England’s great
rival, Holland, was only waiting for the
dissolution of the English company to engross
the entire trade.

The monopolistic company had to face two
opponents: the planter in the colonies and the
merchant at home, both of whom combined to
advocate free trade. The planters complained of
the insufficient quantity, the poor quality, and
the high prices of the slaves supplied by the
Company; the latter countered by pointing out
that the planters were heavily in debt to it,
estimated in 1671 at £70,000, and, four years
later, at £60,000 for Jamaica alone. The British
merchants claimed that free trade would mean
the purchase of a larger number of Negroes,
which would mean the production of a larger
quantity of British goods for the purchase and
upkeep of the slaves.

The controversy ended in a victory for free
trade. On July 5, 1698, Parliament passed an
act abrogating the monopoly of the Royal
African Company, and throwing open the trade
to all British subjects on payment of a duty of 10
per cent ad valorem on all goods exported to
Africa for the purchase of slaves.

The acrimonious controversy retained no
trade of the pseudo-humanitarianism of the
Spaniards in the sixteenth century, that Negro
slavery was essential to the preservation of the
Indians. In its place was a solid economic fact,
that Negro slavery was essential to the
preservation of the sugar plantations. The
considerations were purely economic. The
slaves were denominated ‘black ivory’. The best
slave was, in Spanish parlance, a ‘piece of the
Indies’, a slave 30-35 years old, about five feet
eleven inches in height, without any physical
defect. Adults who were not so tall and children
were measured, and the total reduced to ‘pieces
of the Indies’. A contract in 1676 between the
Spaniards and the Portuguese called for the
supply of 10,000 ‘tons’ of slaves; to avoid fraud
and argument, it was stipulated that three
Negroes should be considered the equivalent of
one ton. In 1651 the English Guinea Company
instructed its agent to load one of its ships with
as many Negroes as it could carry, and, in
default, to fill the ship with cattle.

The mortality in the Middle Passage was
regarded merely as an unfortunate trading loss,
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except for the fact that Negroes were more
costly than cattle. Losses in fact ran quite high,
but such concern as was evinced had to deal
merely with profits. In 1659, a Dutch slaver, the
St. Jan, lost 110 slaves out of a cargo of 219 —
for every two slaves purchased, one died in
transit to the West Indies. In 1678, the Arthur,
one of the ships of the Royal African Company,
suffered a mortality of 88 out of 417 slaves —
that is, more than 20 per cent. The Martha,
another ship, landed 385 in Barbados out of 447
taken on the coast — the mortality amounted to
62, or a little less than 15 per cent. The Coaster
lost 37 out of 150, a mortality of approximately
25 per cent. The Hannibal, in 1694, with a cargo
of 700 slaves, buried 320 on the voyage, a
mortality of 43 per cent; the Royal African
Company lost £10 and the owner of the vessel 10
guineas on each slave, the total loss amounting
to £6,650. The losses sustained by these five
vessels amounted to 617 out of a total cargo of
1,933, that is, 32 per cent. Three out of everyten
slaves perished in the Middle Passage. Hencethe
note of exasperation in the account of his
voyage by the captain of the Hannibal:

No gold-finders can endure so much noisome slavery
as they do who carry Negroes; for those have some
respite and satisfaction, but we endure twice the
misery; and yet by their mortality our voyages are
ruin'd, and we pine and fret our selves to death to
think we should undergo so much misery, and take so
much pains 10 so little purpose.

The lamentations of an individual slave trader
or sugar planter were drowned out by the
seventeenth-century chorus of approbation.
Negro slavery and the Negro slave trade fitted
beautifully into the economic theory of the age.
This theory, known as mercantilism, stated that
the wealth of a nation depended upon its
possession of bullion, the precious metals. If,
however, bullion was not available through
possession of the mines, the new doctrine went
further than its Spanish predecessor in
emphasising that a country could increase its
stock by a favourable balance of trade,
exporting more than it imported. One of the
best and clearest statements of the theory was
made by Edward Misselden, in his Circle of
Commerce, in 1623:

For as a pair of scales is an invention to show us the
weight of things, whereby we may discern the heavy
from the light...so is also the balance of trade an
excellent and politique invention to show us the
difference of weight in the commerce of one kingdom
with another: that is, whether the native commodities
exported, and all the foreign commodities imported

do balance or over-balance one another in the scale of
commerce . . . If the native commodities exported do
weight down and exceed in value -the foreign
commodities imported, it is a rule that never fails that
then the kingdom grows rich and prospers in estate
and stock: because the overplus thereof must needs
come in in treasure. . . But if the foreign commodities
imported do exceed in value the native commodities
exported, it is a manifest sign that the trade decayeth,
and the stock of the kingdom wasteth apace; because
the overplus must needs go out in treasure.

National policy of the leading European
nations concentrated on achieving a favourable
balance of trade. Colonial possessions were
highly prized as a means to this end; they
increased the exports of the metropolitan
country, prevented the drain of treasure by the
purchase of necessary tropical produce, and
provided freights for the ships of the metropolis
and employment for its sailors.

The combination of the Negro slave trade,
Negro slavery and Caribbean sugar production
is known as the triangular trade. A ship left the
metropolitan country with a cargo of
metropolitan goods, which it exchanged on the
coast of West Africa for slaves. This constituted
the first side of the triangle. The second
constisted of the Middle Passage, the voyage
from West Africa to the West Indies with the
slaves. The triangle was completed by the
voyage from the West Indies to the metropolitan
country with sugar and other Caribbean
products received in exchange for the slaves. As
the slave ships were not always adequate for the
transportation of the West Indian produce, the
triangular trade was supplemented by a direct
trade between the metropolitan country and the
West Indian islands.

The triangular trade provided a market in
West Africa and the West Indies for
metropolitan products, thereby increasing
metropolitan exports and contributing to full
employment at home. The purchase of the
slaves on the coast of West Africa and their
maintenance in the West Indies gave an
enormous stimulus to metropolitan industry
and agriculture. For example, the British
woollen industry was heavily dependent on the
triangular trade. A parliamentary committee of
1695 emphasised that the slave trade was an
encouragement to Britain’s woollen industry. In
addition, wool was required in the West Indies
for blankets and clothing for the slaves on the
plantations.

Iron, guns and brass also figured prominently
in the triangular trade and the ancillary West
Indian trade. Iron bars were the trading medium
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on a large part of the West African coast, and by
1682 Britain was exporting about 10,000 bars of
iron a year to Africa. Sugar stoves, iron rollers,
nails found a ready market on the West Indian
plantations. Brass pans and kettles were
customarily included in the slave trader’s cargo.

The triangular trade presented an impressive
statistical picture. Britain’s trade in 1697 may be
taken as an illustration.

Imports £ Exports £
British West Indies 326,536 142,795
North America 279,582 140,129
Africa 6,615 13,435
Antigua 28,209 8,029
Barbados 196,532 71,465
Jamaica 70,000 40,726
Montserrat 14,699 3,532
Nevis 17,096 13,043
Carolina 12,374 5,289
New England 26,282 64,468
New York 10,093 4,579
Pennsylvania 3,347 2,997
Virginiaand Maryland 227,756 58,796
Total 1,220,121 575,283

Barbados was the most important single
colony in the British Empire, worth almost as
much, in its total trade, as the two tobacco
colonies of Virginia and Maryland combined,
and nearly three times as valuable as Jamaica.
The tiny sugar island was more valuable to
Britain than Carolina, New England, New York
and Pennsylvania together. ‘Go ahead,
England, Barbados is behind you,’ is today a
stock joke in the British West Indies of the
Barbadian’s view of his own importance. Two
and a half centuries ago, it was no joke. It was
sound politics, based on sound economics.
Jamaica’s external trade was larger than New
England’s as far as Britain was concerned; Nevis
was more important in the commercial
firmament than New York; Antigua surpassed
Carolina; Montserrat rated higher than
Pennsylvania. Total British trade with Africa
was larger than total trade with Pennsylvania,
New York and Carolina. In 1697 the triangular
trade accounted for nearly 10 per cent of total
British imports and over 4 per cent of total
British exports. Barbados alone accounted for
nearly 4 per cent of Britain’s external trade.

Mercantilists were jubilant. The West Indian
colonies were ideal colonies, providing a
market, directly as well as indirectly, through
the slave trade, for British manufactures and
foodstuffs, whilst they supplied sugar and other
tropical commodities that would otherwise have
had to be imported from foreigners or dispensed

with entirely. The West Indies thus contributed
to Britain’s balance of trade in two ways, by
buying Britain’s exports and by rendering the
expenditure of bullion on foreign tropical
imports unnecessary. On the other hand, the
mainland colonies, Virginia and Maryland,
and, to a lesser extent, Carolina excepted, where
the conditions of labour and production
duplicated those of the West Indies, were
nuisances; they produced the same agricultural
commodities as England, gave early evidence of
competing with the metropolitan countries in
manufactured goods as well, and were rivals in
fishing and shipbuilding.

The British economists enthused. Sir Josiah
Child in his New Discourse of Trade in 1668,
wrote:

The people that evacuate from us to Barbados, and
the other West India Plantations...do commonly
work one Englishman to ten or eight Blacks; and if we
keep the trade of our said plantations entirely to
England, England would have no less inhabitants, but
rather an increase of people by such evacuation,
because that one Englishman, with the Blacks that
work with him, accounting what they eat, use and
wear, would make employment for four men in
England...whereas peradventure of ten men that
issue from us to New England and Ireland, what we
send to or receive from them, doth not employ one
man in England.

In 1690, Sir Dalby Thomas stated that every
white man in the West Indies was one hundred
and thirty times more valuable to Britain than
those who stayed at home:

Each white man, woman, and child, residing in the
sugar plantations, occasions the consumption of
more of our native commodities, and manufactures,
than ten at home do — beef, pork, salt, fish, butter,
cheese, corn, flour, beer, cyder, bridles, coaches,
beds, chairs, stools, pictures, clocks, watches; pewter,
brass, copper, iron vessels and instruments; sail-cloth
and cordage; of which, in their building, shipping,
mills, boiling, and distilling-houses, field-labour and
domestic uses, they consume infinite quantities.

Charles Davenant, perhaps the ablest of the
seventeenth-century economists, estimated at
the end of the century that Britain’s total profit
from trade amounted to £2,000,000. Of
this figure the plantation trade accounted for
£600,000, and the re-export of plantation
produce for £120,000. Trade with Africa,
Europe and the Levant brought in another
£600,000. The triangular trade thus represented
a minimum of 36 per cent of Britain's
commercial profits. Davenant added that every
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individual in the West Indies, white or Negro,
was as profitable as seven in England.

What the West Indies had done for Seville in
Spain in the sixteenth century, they did for
Bristol in England and Bordeaux in France in
the seventeenth. Each town became the
metropolis of its country’s trade with the
Caribbean, though neither Bristol nor
Bordeaux enjoyed the monopoly that had been
granted to Seville. In 1661 only one ship, and
that ship a Dutch one, came to Bordeaux from
the West Indies. Ten years later twelve ships

sailed from that port to the West Indies, and six .

returned from there. In 1683 the number of
sailings to the sugar islands had risen to twenty-
six. La Rochelle for a time eclipsed Bordeaux. In
1685 forty-nine ships sailed from that portto the
West Indies. Nantes also was intimately
connected with West Indian trade; in 1684
twenty-four ships belonging to the port were
engaged in West Indian trade.

As a result of the triangular trade Bristol
became a city of shopkeepers. It was said in 1685
that there was scarcely a shopkeeper in the city
who had not a venture on board some ship
bound for Virginia or the West Indies. The port
took the lead in the struggle for the abrogation
of the Royal African Company’s monopoly,
and in the first nine years of free trade shipped
slaves to the West Indies at the rate of 17,883 a
year. In 1700 Bristol had forty-six ships in the
West Indian trade.

The basis of this astounding commercial
efflorescence was the Negro slaves, ‘the strength
and sinews of this western world’. In 1662 the
Company of Royal Adventurers trading to
Africa pointed to the ‘profit and honour’ that
had accrued to British subjects from the slave
trade, which King Charles 11 himself described
as that ‘beneficial trade...so much importing
our service, and the enriching of this Our
Kingdom’. According to Colbert in France, no
commerce in the world produced as many
advantages as the slave trade. Benjamin Raule
exhorted the Elector of Prussia, on October 26,
1685, not to be left behind in the race: ‘Everyone
knows that the slave trade is the source of the
wealth which the Spaniards wring out of the
West Indies, and that whoever knows how to
furnish them slaves, will share their wealth.
Who can say by how many millions of hard cash
the Dutch West India Company has enriched
itself in this slave trade!" At the end of the
seventeenth century all Europe, and not
England only, was impressed with the words of
Sir Dalby Thomas: ‘The pleasure, glory and
grandeur of England has been advanced more
by sugar than by any other commoduy. wool
not excepted.'

The Negro slave trade in the clghteenth
century constituted one of the greatest
migrations in recorded history. Its volume is
indicated in the following table, prepared from
various statistics that are available.

Average

imporiation

Years Colony Importation per year
1700-86 Jamaica 610,000 7,000
1708-35& 1747-66 Barbados 148,821 3,100
1680-1776 Saint-Domingue 800,000 8,247
1720-29 Antigua 12,278 1,362
1721-30 St. Kitts 10,358 1,035
1721-29 Montserrat 3,210 357
1721-26 Nevis 1,267 253
1767-713 Dominica 19,194 2,742
1763-89 Cuba 30,875 1,143
1700-54 Danish Islands 11,750 214

Average annual importations do not provnde
a complete picture. In 1774 the importation
into Jamaica was 18,448. In fourteen of the
years 1702-75, the annual importation exceeded
10,000. Imports into Saml—Dommgue averaged
12,559 in the years 1764-68; in 1768 they were
15,279. In 1718 Barbados imported 7,126 slaves.
During the nine months in which Cuba was
under British occupation in 1762, 10,700 slaves
were introduced. The British introduced 41,000
slaves in three years into Guadeloupe whilst they

were in occupation of the island during the
Seven Years' War.

These large importations represented one of
the greatest advantages which the slave trade
had over other trades. The frightful mortality of
the slaves on the plantations made annual
increments essential. Consider the case of Saint-
Domingue. In 1763 the slave population
amounted to 206,539. Imports from 1764 to
1774 numbered 102,474. The slave population in
1776 was 290,000. Thus, despite an importation
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of cver 1,000,000, without taking into account
the annual births, the increase of the slave
population in thirteen years was less than
85,000. Taking only importations into
consideration, the slave r.opulation in 1776 was
19,000 less than the figure of 1763 with the
importations added, and the imports for one
year are not available.

A much clearer illustration of the mortality is
available for Barbados. In 1764 there were
70,706 slaves in the island. Importations to

1783, with no figures available for the years 1779
and 1780, totalled 41,840. Thetotal population,
allowing for neither deaths nor births, should,

therefore, have been 112,546 in 1783. Actually,

it was 62,258. Thus despite an annual
importation for the eighteen years for which
statistics are available of 2,324, the population
in 1783 was 8,448 less than it was in 1764, or an
annual decline of 469. The appalling mortality is
brought out in the following table.

Potential Actual Decrease
pop. of pop.of " as%
Year Slaves  Imports nextyear  nexiyear  Decrease  ofimports
1764 70,706 3,936 74,642 72,255 2,387 60
1765 72,255 3,228 75,483 73,651 1,832 57
1766 73,651 4,061 77,712 74,656 3,056 75
1767 74,656 4,154 78,810 76,275 2,535 61
1768 76,275 4,628 80,903 75,658 4,345 90
1769 75,658 6,837 82,495 76,334 6,161 %
1770 76,334 5,825 82,159 75,998 6,171 106
177 75,998 2,728 78,716 74,485 4,231 155
1764-71 35,397 106,103 74,206 31,897 90

Thus, after eight years of importations,
averaging 4,424 a year, the population of
Barbados was only 3,411 larger. 35,397 slaves
had been imported; 31,897 had disappeared. In
1770 and 1771 the mortality was so high that the
importation in those years, heavy though it was,
was not adequate to supply the deficit. Half the
population had had to be renewed in eight years.

In 1703 Jamaica had 45,000 Negroes; in 1778,
205,261, an average annual increase from all
causes of 2,109. Between 1703 and 1775, 469,893
slaves had been imported, an average annual
importation of 6,807. For every additional slave
in its population, Jamaica had had to import
three. The total populatioa in 1778, excluding
births and based only on imports, should have
been 541,893, and that figure excludes imports
for 1776, 1777 and 1778. Allowing 11,000 a year
for those three years, the total population in
1778 should have been 547,893. The actual
population in that year was less than 40 per cent
of the potential total.

Economic development has never been
purchased so high a price. According to one
of the leading planters of Saint-Domingue, one
in every three imported Negroes died in the first
three years. To the mortality on the plantations
must be added the mortality on the slave ships.
On the slave ships belonging to the port of
Nantes in France, that mortality varied from 5
per cent in 1746 and 1774 to as high as 34 per cent
in 1732. For all the slave cargoes transported by
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them between 1715 and 1775, the mortality
amounted to 16 per cent. Of 100 Negroes who
left the coast of Africa, therefore, only 84
reached the West Indies; one-third of these died
in three years. For every 56 Negroes, therefore,
on the plantations at the end of three years, 44
had perished.

The slave trade thus represented a wear and
tear, a depreciation which no other trade
equalled. The loss of an individual planter or
trader was insignificant compared with the basic
fact that every cargo of slaves, including the
quick and the dead, represented so much in-
dustrial development and employment, so much
employment of ships and sailors, in the metro-
politan country. No other commercial under-
taking required so large a capital as the slave
trade. In addition to the ship, there was its
equipment, armament, cargo, its unusually
large supply of water and foodstuffs, its
abnormally large crew. In 1765 it was estimated
that in France the cost of fitting out and arming
a vessel for 300 slaves was 242,500 liyres. The
cargo of a vessel from Nantes in 1757 was valued
at 141,500 livres; it purchased 500 slaves. The
cargo of the Prince de Conty, of 300 tons, was
valued at 221,224 livres, with which 800 slaves
were purchased.

Large profits were realised from the slave
trade. The King Solomon, belonging to the
Royal African Company, carried a cargo worth
£4,252 in 1720. It took on 296 Negroes who were



sold in St. Kitts for £9,228. The profit was thus
117 per cent. From 1698 to 1707 the Royal
African Company exported from England to
Africa goods to the value of £293,740. The
Company sold 5,982 Negroes in Barbados for
£156,425, an average of £26 per head. It sold
2.178 slaves in Antigua for £80,522, an average
of £37 per head. The total number of Negroes
imported into the British islands by the
Company in these years was 17,760. The sale of
8,160 Negroes in Barbados and Antigua, less
than half the total imports into all the islands,
thus realised 80 per cent of the total exports
from England. Allowing an average price of £26
per head for the remaining 9,600 Negroes, the
total amount realised from the sale of the
Company’s Negroes was £488,107. The profit
on the Company’s exports was thus 66 per cent.
Lor every £3 worth of merchandise exported
from kngland, the Company obtained an
additional £2 by way of profit.

The Negroes taken on by the Prince de Conty
on the coast of Africa averaged 275 livres each;
the survivors of the Middle Passage fetched
1.300 livres each in Saint-Domingue. In 1700 a
cargo of 238 slaves was purchased by the Danish
West Indies at prices ranging from 90 to 100
rixdolars. In 1753 the wholesale price on the
coast of Africa was 100 rixdollars; the retail
price in the Danish West Indies was 150-300
rixdollars. In 1724 the Danish West India
Company made a profit of 28 per cent on its
slave imports; in 1725, 30 per cent; 70 per cent
on the survivors of a cargo of 1733 despite a
mortality in transit of 45 per cent; 50 per cent on
a cargo of 1754. It need occasion no surprise,
therefore, that one of the eighteenth-century
slave dealers admitted that, of all the places he
had lived in, England, Ireland, America,
Portugal, the West Indies, the Cape Verde
Islands, the Azores and Africa, it was in Africa
that he could most quickly make his fortune.

The slave trade was central to the triangular
trade. It was, in the words of one British
mercantilist, ‘the spring and parent whence the
others flow’; ‘the first principle and foundation
of all the rest’, echoed another, ‘the mainspring
of the machine which sets every wheel in
motion’. The slave trade kept the wheels of
metropolitan industry turning; it stimulated
navigation and shipbuilding and employed
seamen; it raised fishing villages into flourishing
cities; it gave sustenance to new industries based
on the processing of colonial raw materials; it
yielded large profits which were ploughed back
into metropolitan industry; and, finally, it gave
rise to an unprecedented commerce in the West

Indies and made the Caribbean territories
among the most valuable colonies the world has
ever known.

Examples must suffice. In 1729 the British
West Indies absorbed one-quarter of Britain’s
iron exports, and Africa, where the price of a
Negro was commonly reckoned at one
Birmingham gun, was one of the most
important markets for the British armaments
industry. In 1753 there were 120 sugar refineries
in England — eighty in London, twenty in
Bristol. In 1780 the British West Indies supplied
two-thirds of the 6,500,000 pounds of raw
cotton imported by Britain. Up to 1770 one-
third of Manchester’s textile exports went to
Africa, one-half to the West Indian and
American colonies. In 1709 the British West
Indies employed one-tenth of all British
shipping engaged in foreign trade. Between 1710
and 1714, 122,000 tons of British shipping sailed
to the West Indies, 112,000 tons to the mainland
colonies. Between 1709 and 1787, British
shipping engaged in foreign trade quadrupled;
ships clearing for Africa multiplied twelve times
and the tonnage eleven times.

The triangular trade marked the ascendancy
of two additional European ports in the
eighteenth century, Liverpool in England and
Nantes in France, and further contributed to the
development of Bristol and Bordeaux, begun in
the seventeenth century. Liverpool’s first slave
ship, of 30 tons, sailed for Africa in 1709. In
1783 the port had 85 ships, of 12,294 tons, in the
trade. Between 1709 and 1783, a total of 2,249
ships, of 240,657 tons, sailed from Liverpool to
Africa — an annual average of 30 ships and
3,200 tons. The proportion of slave ships to the
total shipping of the port was one in a hundred
in 1709, one in nine in 1730, one in four in 1763,
one in three in 1771. In 1752, 88 Liverpool
vessels carried upwards of 24,730 slaves from
Africa. Seven firms, owning 26 vessels, carried
7,030 slaves.

Liverpool’s exports to Africa in 1770 read like
a census of British manufactures: beans, brass,
beer, textiles, copper, candles, chairs, cider,
cordage, earthenware, gunpowder, glass,
haberdashery, iron, lead, looking glasses,
pewter, pipes, paper, stockings, silver, sugar,
salt, kettles.

In 1774 there were eight sugar refineries in
Liverpool. Two distilleries were established in
the town for the express purpose of supplying
slave ships. There were many chain and anchor
foundries, and manufacturers of and dealers in
iron, copper, brass and lead in the town. In 1774
there were fifteen roperies. Half of Liverpool’s
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sailors were engaged in the slave trade, which,
by 1783, was estimated to bring the town a clear
annual profit of £300,000. The slave trade
transformed Liverpool from a fishing village
into a great centre of international commerce.
The population rose from 5,000 in 1700 to
34,000 in 1773. 1t was a common saying in the
town that its principal streets had been marked
out by the chains, and the walls of its houses
cemented by the blood, of the African slaves.
The red brick Customs House, blazoned with
Negro heads, bore mute but eloquent testimony
to the origins of Liverpool’s rise by 1783 to the
position of one of the most famous — or
infamous, depending on the point of view —
towns in the world of commerce.

What Liverpool was to England, Nantes was
to France. Between 1715 and 1775, vessels
belonging to the port exported 229,525 slaves
from Africa, an annual average of 3,763. In 1751
Nantes ships transported 10,003 Negroes. Slave
ships constituted about one-fifth of the total
shipping of the port. But the slave trade
conditioned all others. The slavers brought back
sugar and other tropical produce. The number
of sugar refineries declined from fifteen in 1700
to four in 1750. But five textile factories were
established by 1769, together with manufactures
of jams and sweetmeats dependent on sugar. As
in Liverpool, a slave trading aristocracy
developed, of big capitalists each owning four
or six ships.

The West Indian trade was worth twice as
much to eighteenth-century Bristol as the
remainder of her other overseas commerce. In
the 1780s the town had 30 vessels engaged in the
slave trade, and 72 in the West Indian trade.
Some of its most prominent citizens were
engaged in sugar refining. The Baptist Mills of
Bristol produced brass manufactures for the
slave trade.

As Nantes was the slave trading port par
excellence of France, Bordeaux was the sugar
port. In 1720, Bordeaux had 74 ships, of 6,882
tons, in the West Indian trade; in 1782, 310 ships,
of 108,000 tons. In 1749 the town’s trade with
the West Indies exceeded 27 million livres; in
1771, at its peak, it approximated 171 million.
An enormous stimulus was given to ship-
building: 14 ships, of 3,640 tons, in 1754; 245
totalling 74,485 tons, between 1763 and 1778.
Sugar imports into Bordeaux, less than 10
million livres in 1749, attained the huge figure of
101 million in 1780. A mere 22 livres of coffee
were imported in 1724; in 1771, the figure was
112 million. Indigo, less than 5 million livres up
to 1770, amounted to 22 million in 1772.

Bordeaux, in return, exported codfish from
Newfoundland, salted fish from Holland, salted
beef from Ireland, flour and wine to the West
Indies. There were 26 sugar refineries in the
town in 1789. Population rose from 43,000 in
1698 to 110,000 in 1790.

The West Indian basis of Bordeaux’
prosperity ~was  symbolised by the
aggrandisement of a naturalised Portuguese
Jew, Gradis. The founder of the dynasty was
David, who became a citizen in 1731. Devoting
himself exclusively to West Indian trade, he
established a branch in Saint-Domingue, which
he entrusted to a brother-in-law, Jacob, and
another in Martinique, which was supervised by
a nephew. His son, Abraham, became the
greatest merchant in eighteenth-century
Bordeaux. At the government’s order, he
supplied Canada in the Seven Years’ War, six
ships in 1756, fourteen in 1758. He loaned large
sums to the state and to the greatest in the land.
He died in 1780, leaving a fortune of 8 million
livres, having lived to hear himself denominated
by contemporaries, ‘the famous Jew Gradis,
King of Bordeaux’.

The remarkable value of the triangular trade
can best be presented statistically. As for the
seventeenth century, we shall take as an
illustration the British West Indies. The table
that follows gives British imports from, and
British exports to, the several colonies for the
year 1773 and the period 1714 to 1773.

Thus Jamaica in the eighteenth century was
what Barbados had been in thé seventeenth
century, the most important colony in the
British Empire. Its exports to Britain from 1714
to 1773 were three times those of Barbados; its
imports from Britain more than double. In these
years one-twelfth of total British imports came
from Jamaica, nearly one-fortieth of total
British exports went to Jamaica. In 1773 one-
ninth of total British imports came from the
island, one-twenty-second of British exports
went to it. Jamaica’s exports to Britain were ten
times those of New England; the exports to the
two colonies were about the same. Jamaica's
exports to Britain from 1714 to 1773 were
one-fifth larger than those of Virginia and
Maryland combined; its imports from Britain
about one-tenth less.

From 1714 to 1773 Barbados’ exports to
Britain were more than one quarter larger than
those of Carolina, imports from Britain about
one-tenth less. Antigua’s exports to Britain were
15 per cent larger than those of Pennsylvania;
imports from Britain about two-fifths the figure
for that mainland colony. St. Kitts’ exports to
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Colony Imports Exports Imports Exports
(1773) 1773) (1714-73) (1714-73)
Total British 11,406,841 14,763,252 492,146,670 730,962,105
Antigua 112,779 93,323 12,785,262 3,821,726
Barbados 168,682 148,817 14,506,497 7,442,652
Jamaica 1,286,888 683,451 42,259,749 16,844,990
Montserral 47,911 14,947 3,387,207 537,831
Nevis 39,299 9,181 3,636,504 549,564
St. Kitts 150,512 62,607 13,305,659* 3,181,901*
Tobago 20,453 30,049 49,587t 122,093t
Grenada 445,041 102,761 3,620,504% 1,179,279¢
St. Vincent 145,619 38,444 672,991 235,665
Dominica 248,868 43,679 1,469,704§ 322,294§
Tortola 48,000 26,927 863,931 1 220,0381
Carolina 456,513 344,859 11,410,480 8,423,588
New England 124,624 527,055 4,134,392 16,934,316
New York 76,246 289,214 1,910,796 11,377,696
Pennsylvania 36,652 426,448 1,115,112 9,627,409
Virginia & Maryland 589,803 328,904 35,158,481 18,391,097
British West Indies 2,830,583 1,270,846 101,264,818 45,389,988
Mainland Colonies 1,420,471 2,375,197 55,552,675 69,903.613
Alrica 68,424 662,112 2,407,447 15,235,829
*1732-73 t1764-73 11762-713 §1763-73 §1748-73

Britain were seven times the figure for New
York; its imports more than one-quarter those
of New York. Grenada’s exports to Britain in
iwelve years, 1762-73, were more than five
times as large as Georgia’s in forty-two,
1732-73; Grenada’s imports were half as large
as those of Georgia.

In 1773 1otal British imports from the British
West Indies amounted to one quarter of total
British imports, British exports to the West
Indies to about one-eleventh of the total export
trade. Imports from the mainland colonies were
one half the West Indian figure; exports less than
double. For the years 1714-73, British imports
from the West Indies were one-fifth of the total
import trade; from the mainland colonies they
were slightly more than half the West Indian
figure; from Africa they were 0.5 per cent.
British exports to, the West Indies during the
period were one-sixteenth of the total export
trade; to the mainland, they were one-tenth; to
Africa, one-fiftieth. For these sixty years the
triangular trade accounted for 21 per cent of
British imports; 8 per cent of British exports;
and nearly 14 per cent of Britain’s total external
trade.

The population of the British West Indies in
1787 was 58,353 whites; 7,706 free Negroes;
461,864 slaves — a total of 527,923. The annual
British export of slaves from Africa by 1783 was
approximately 34,000. This was the human and
social basis of one in every five pounds of British
imports, one in every twelve of British exports,

and one in every seven of Britain's total trade.
The situation in the French West Indies was
essentially similar. In 1715 France’s .external
trade amounted to 175 million livres — imports,
75; exports, 100. West Indian trade accounted
for one-sixth of the whole, 30 million; their
imports, of 20 million, amounted to one-fifth of
France’s export trade; their exports, 10 million,
constituted one-eighth of France's import
trade. In 1776, though France had lost some of
the smaller West Indian islands, exports from
the French West Indies amounted to 200 million
livres, imports to 70 million, the tota!l external
trade of the islands representing more than one-
third of total French commerce, which
oscillated between 600 and 700 million livres;
West Indian trade employed 1,000 ships,
outward and inward cargoes in the proportion
of 5 to 4. The population of the French West
Indies about 1780 amounted to 63,682 whites,
13,429 free Negroes, and 437,738 slaves — a
total of 514,849. France’s annual export of
slaves from Africa was estimated at 20,000.
Magnum est saccharum et prevalebit! Great is
sugar, and it will prevail! Mercantilists were
jubilant. The colonies, wrote Horace Walpole,
were ‘the source of all our riches, and preserve
the balance of trade in our favour, for I don’t
know where we have it but by the means of our
colonies’. The statistics given above identify the
colonies which Walpole had in mind. An annual
profit of 7s per head was sufficient to enrich a
country, said William Wood; each white man in
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the colonies brought a profit of over £7 pounds,
twenty times as much. The Negro slaves, said
Postlethwayt, were ‘the fundamental prop and
support’ of the colonies, ‘valuable people’, and
the British Empire was ‘a magnificent
superstructure of American commerce and
naval power on an African foundation’. Rule
Britannia! Britannia rules the waves. For
Britons never shall be slaves.

But the sons of France arose to glory. France
joined in the homage to the triangular trade.
‘What commerce,” asked the Chamber of
Commerce of Nantes, ‘can be compared to that
which obtains men in exchange for
commodities?’ Profound question! The
abandonment of the slave trade, continued the
Chamber, would be inevitably followed by the
ruin of colonial commerce; ‘whence follows the
fact that we have no branch of trade so precious
to the State and so worthy of protection as the
Guinea trade’. The triangular trade was
incomparable, the slave trade precious, and the
West Indies perfect colonies. ‘The more colonies
differ from the metropolis,’ said Nantes, ‘the
more perfect they are...Such are the
Caribbean colonies; they have none of our
objects of trade; they have others which we lack
and cannot produce.’

But there were discordant notes in the
mercantilist harmony. The first was opposition
to the slave trade. In 1774, in Jamaica, the very
centre of Negro slavery, a debating society voted
that the slave trade was not consistent with
sound policy, or with the laws of nature and of
morality. In 1776 Thomas Jefferson wrote into
the Declaration of Independence three
paragraphs attacking the King of England for
his ‘piratical warfare’ on the coast of Africa
against people who never offended him, and for
his veto of colonial legislation attempting to
prohibit or restrain the slave trade. The
paragraphs were only deleted on the representa-
tions of the states of South Carolina, Georgia
and New England. Two petitions were presented
to Parliament, in 1774 and 1776, for abolition of
the slave trade. A third, more important, was
presented in 1783 by the Quakers. The Prime
Minister, Lord North, complimented them on
their humanity, but regretted that abolition was

an impossibility, as the slave trade had become
necessary to every nation in Europe. European
public opinion accepted the position stated by
Postlethwayt: ‘We shall take things as they are,
and reason from them in their present state, and
not from that wherein we could hope them to
be. ... We cannot think of giving up the slave-
trade, notwithstanding my good wishes that it
could be done.’ -

The second discordant note was more
disturbing. Between 1772 and 1778, Liverpool
slave traders were estimated to have lost
£700,000 in the slave trade. By 1788 twelve of the
thirty leading houses which had dominated the
trade from 1773 had gone bankrupt. Slave
trading, like sugar production, had its
casualties. A slave trader in 1754, as his supreme
defence of the slave trade, had adumbrated that
‘from this trade proceed benefits, far
outweighing all, either real or pretended
mischiefs and inconveniencies’. If and when the
slave trade ceased to be profitable, it would not
be so easy to defend it.

The third discordant note came also from the
British colonies. The British government’s
ambition was to become the slave carriers and
sugar suppliers of the whole world. Britain had
fought for and obtained the asiento. The supply
of slaves to foreign nations became an integral
part of the British slave trade. Of 497,736 slaves
imported in Jamaica between 1702 and 1775,
137,114 had been re-exported, one out of every
four. In 1731, imports were 10,079; re-exports,
5,708. From 1775 to 1783, Antigua imported
5,673 slaves and re-exported 1,972, one out of
every three. Jamaica resorted toits seventeenth-
century policy, an export tax on all Negroes re-
exported. In 1774, the Board of Trade, on the
representation of the slave traders of London,
Liverpool and Bristol, disallowed the law as
unjustifiable, improper and prejudicial to
British commerce, pointed out that legislative
autonomy in the colonies did not extend to the
imposition of duties upon British ships and
goods or to the prejudice and obstruction of
British commerce, and reprimanded the
Governor of the island for dereliction of duty in
not stopping efforts to ‘check and discourage a
traffic. . . beneficial to the nation’.
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French Capitalism and Caribbean Slavery

C.L.R. JAMES

The slave trade and slavery were the economic
basis of the French Revolution. ‘Sad irony of
human history,” comments Jaurés. ‘The
fortunes created at Bordeaux, at Nantes, by the
slave trade, gave to the bourgeoisie that pride
which needed liberty and contributed to human
emancipation.’ Nantes was the centre of the
slave trade. As early as 1666, 108 ships went to
the coast of Guinea and took on board 37,430
slaves, to a total value of more than 37 million,
giving the Nantes bourgeoisie 15-20 per cent on
their money. In 1700 Nantes was sending 50
ships a year to the West Indies with Irish salt
beef, linen for the household and for clothing
the slaves, and machinery for sugar-mills.
Nearly all the industries which developed in
France during the eighteenth century had their
origin in goods or commodities destined for the
coast of Guinea or for America. The capital
from the slave-trade fertilized them; though the
bourgeoisie traded in other things than slaves,
upon the success or failure of the traffic
everything else depended.?

Some ships took on the way wine from
Maderia for the colonists and ‘dried turtle from
Cape Verde for the slaves. In return they
brought back colonial produce to Nantes
whence Dutch vessels took it to Northern
Europe. Some made the return journey by the
way of Spain and Portugal, exchanging their
colonial cargo for the products of those
countries. Sixty ships from Rochelle and
Oberon brought their salted cod to Nantes, to
go to the inland market or out to the colonies to
feed the slaves. The year 1758 saw the first
manufactory of Indian cloth, to weave the raw
cotton of India and the West Indian islands.

The planters and small manufacturers of San
Domingo were able to establish themselves only

by means of the capital advanced by the
maritime bourgeoisie. By 1789 the Nantes
merchants alone had 50 million invested in the
West Indies.

Bordeaux had begun with the wine industry
which gave its ship-builders and navigators an
opportunity to trade all over the world; then
came brandy, also to all ports, but above all to
the colonies. By the middle of the eighteenth
century, 16 factories refined 10,000 tons of raw
sugar from San Domingo every year, using
nearly 4,000 tons of charcoal. Local factories
supplied the town with jars, dishes and bottles.
The trade was cosmopolitan — Flemings,
Germans, Dutchmen, Irishmen and Englishmen -
came to live in Bordeaux, contributing to the
general expansion and amassing riches for
themselves. Bordeaux traded with Holland,
Germany, Portugal, Venice and Ireland, but
slavery and the colonial trade were the fount and
origin and sustenance of this thriving industry
and farflung commerce.

Marseilles was the great centre for the
Mediterranean and Eastern trade, and a royal
decree at the beginning of the century had
attempted to exclude it from the trade with the
colonies. The attempt failed. San Domingo was
the special centre of the Marseilles trade.
Marseilles sent there not only the wines of
Provence: in 1789 there were in Marseilles 12
sugar refineries, nearly as many as in Bordeaux.

In the early years most of this trade had been
carried in foreign-built or foreign-owned ships.
But by 1730 the maritime bourgeois began to
build themselves. In 1778 Bordeaux ship-owners
constructed seven vessels, in 1784 they
constructed 32, with a total of 115 for the six
years. A Marseilles ship-owner, Georges Roux,
could fit out a fleet on his own account in order

The Black Jacobins: Toussaint L’Ouverture and the San Domingo Revolution (Vintage Books, 1963),

pp.47-61.
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to take vengeance on the English fleet for the
prizes it had taken.

Nantes, Bordeaux and Marsellles were the
chief centres of the maritime bourgeoisie, bur
Orlenas, Dieppe, Bercy-Paris, a dozen great
towns, refined raw sugar and shared in the
subsidiary industries.? A large part of the hides
worked in France came from San Domingo. The
flourishing cotton industry of Normandy drew
its raw cotton in part from the West Indies, and
in all its ramifications the cotton trade occupied
the population of more than a hundred French
towns. In 1789 exchanges with the American
colonies were 296 million. France exported to
the islands 78 million of flour, salted meats,
wines and stuffs. The colonies sent to France 218
million of sugar, coffee, cocoa, wood, indigo
and hides. Of the 218 million imported only 71
million were consumed in France. The rest was
exported after preparation. The total value of
the colonies represented 3,000 million, and on
them depended the livelihood of a number of
Frenchmen variously estimated at between two
and six million. By 1759 San Domingo was the
market of the new world. It received in its ports
1,587 ships, a greater number than Marseilles,
and France used for the San Domingo trade
alone 750 great vessels employing 24,000 sailors.
In 1789 Britain's export trade would be £27
million, that of France £17 million, of which the
trade of San Domingo would account for nearly
£11 million. The whole of Britain's colonial
trade in that year amounted to only £5 million.*

The maritime bourgeoisie would not hear of
any change in the Exclusive. They had the ear of
the Minister and the Government, and not only
were the colonists refused permission to trade
with foreign countries, but the circulation of all
French currency, except the very lowest, was
forbidden in the islands, lest the colonists use it
to purchase foreign goods. In such a method of
trade they were at the mercy of the bourgeoisie.
In 1774 their indebtedness was 200 million, and
by 1789 it was estimated at between 300 and 500
million.* If the colonists complained of the
Exclusive, the bourgeoisie complained that the
colonists would not pay their debts, and agitated
for stricter measures against the contraband.

Rich as was the French bourgeoisie, the colonial
trade was too big for it. The British bourgeois,
most successful of slave-traders, sold thousands
of smuggled slaves every year to the French
colonists and particularly to San Domingo. But
even while they sold the slaves to San Domingo,
the British were watching the progress of this
colony with alarm and with envy. After the
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independence of America in 1783, this amazing
French colony suddenly made such a leap as
almost to double its production between 1783
and 1789. In those years Bordeaux alonc
invested 100 million in San Domingo. The
British bourgeois were the great rivals of the
French. All through the eighteenth century they
fought in every part of the world. The French
had jumped gleefully in to help drive them out
of America. San Domingo was now
incomparably the finest colony in the world and
its possibilities seemed limitless. The British
bourgeoisie investigated the new situation in the
West Indies, and on the basis of what it saw,
prepared a bombshell for its rivals. Without
slaves San Domingo was doomed. The British
colonies had enough slaves for all the trade they
were ever likely to do. With the tears rolling
down their cheeks for the poor suffering blacks,
those British bourgeois who had no West Indian
interests set up a great howl for the abolition of
the slave trade.

A venal race of scholars, profiteering panders to
national vanity, have conspired to obscure the
truth about abolition. Up to 1783 the British
bourgeoisie had taken the slave trade for
granted. In 1773 and again in 1774, the Jamaica

_ Assembly, afraid of insurrection and seeking to

raise revenue, taxed the importation of slaves.
In great wrath the British Board of Trade
disallowed the measures and told the Governor
that he would be sacked if he gave his sanction to
any similar bill.* Well-meaning persons talked
of the iniquity of slavery and the slave trade, as
well-meaning persons in 1938 talked about the
native question in Africa or the misery of the
Indian peasant. Dr. Johnson toasted the next
slave insurrection in the West Indies. Stray
members of parliament introduced Bills for the
abolition of the slave trade which the House
rejected without much bother. In 1783 Lord
North turned down a petition against the trade:’
the petition did credit to the Christian feelings,
and to the humane breast, etc, etc, but the trade
was necessary. With the loss of America,
however, a new situation arose.

The British found that by the abolition of the
mercantile system with America, they gained
instead of losing. It was the first great lesson in
the advantages of free trade. But if Britain
gained the British West Indies suffered. The
rising industrial bourgeoisie, feeling its way to
free trade and a greater exploitation of India,
began to abuse the West Indies, called them
‘sterile rocks’,’ and asked if the interest and
independence of the nation should be sacrificed
to 72,000 masters and 400,000 slaves.®



The industrial bourgeois were beginning their
victorious attack upon the agricultural
monopoly which was to culminate in the Repeal
of the Corn Laws in 1846. The West Indian
sugar-producers were monopolists whose
methods of production afforded an easy target,
and Adam Smith* and Arthur Young,' the fore-
runners of the new era, condemned the whole
principle of slave labour as the most expensive in
the world. Besides, why not get sugar from
India? India, after the loss of America, assumed
a new importance. The British experimented
with sugar in Bengal, received glowing reports
and in 1791 the first shipments arrived." In 1793
Mr. Randle Jackson would preach to the

company’s shareholders a little sermon on the’

new orientation. ‘It seemed as if Providence,
when it took from us America, would not leave
its favourite people without an ample substitute;
or who should say that Providence had not
taken from us one member, more seriously to
impress us with the value of another.’" It might
not be good theology, but it was very good
economics. Pitt and Dundas saw a chance of
capturing the continental market from France
by East India sugar. There was cotton and
indigo. The production of cotton in India
doubled in a few years. Indian free labour cost a
penny a day.

But the West Indian vested interests were
strong, statesmen do not act merely on
speculation, and these possibilities by
themselves would not have accounted for any
sudden change in British policy. It was the
miraculous growth of San Domingo that was
decisive. Pitt found that some 50 per cent of the
slaves imported into the British islands were sold
to the French colonies." It was the British slave
trade, therefore, which was increasing French
colonial produce and putting the European
market into French hands. Britain was cutting
its own throat. And even the profits from this
export were not likely to last. Already a few
years before the slave merchants had failed for
£700,000 in a year.' The French, seeking to
provide their own slaves, were encroaching in
Africa and increasing their share of the trade
every year. Why should they continue to buy
from Britain? Holland and Spain were doing the
same. By 1786 Pitt, a disciple of Adam Smith,
had seen the light clearly. He asked Wilberforce
1o undertake the campaign.'® Wilberforce
represented the important division of
Yorkshire, he had a great reputation, all the
humanity, justice, stain on national character,
etc, etc, would sound well coming from him.
Pitt was in a hurry — it was important to bring

the trade to a complete stop quickly and
suddenly. The French had neither the capital
nor the organisation to make good the
deficiency at once and he would ruin San
Domingo at a stroke. In 1787 he warned
Wilberforce that if he did not bring the motion
in, somebody else would,” and in 1788 he
informed the Cabinet that he would not stay iniit
with those who opposed. ® Pitt was fairly certain
of success in England. With truly British nerve
he tried to persuade the European governments
to abolish the trade on the score of inhumanity.
The French government discussed the proposal
amicably, but by May, 1789, the British Ambas-
sador wrote sadly that it seemed as if all the
French government’s negotiations had been to
‘compliment us and to keep us quiet and in good
humour’.” The Dutch, less polite, gave a more
abrupt negative. But here a great stroke of luck
befell Pitt. France was then stirring with pre-
revolutionary attacks on all obvious abuses, and
one year after the Abolitionist Society had been
formed in Britain, a group of Liberals in France,
Brissot, Mirabeau, Pétion, Condorcet, Abbé
Grégoire, all the great names of the first years of
the revolution, followed the British example and
formed a society, the Friends of the Negro. The
leading spirit was Brissot, a journalist who had
seen slavery in the United States. The society
aimed at the abolition of slavery, published a
journal, agitated. This suited the British down
to the ground. Clarkson went to Paris, to
stimulate ‘the slumbering energies’® of the
society, gave it money, supplied France with
British anti-slavery propaganda.? Despite the
names that were to become so famous and a
large membership, we must beware of thinking
that the Friends of the Negro represented a
force. The colonists took them seriously, the
maritime bourgeoisie did not. It was the French
Revolution which, with unexpected swiftness,
would drag these eloquent Frenchmen out of the
stimulating  excitement  of philanthropic
propaganda and put them face to face with
economic reality.

These then were the forces which in the decade
preceding the French Revolution linked San
Domingo to the economic destiny of three
continents and the social and political conflicts
of that pregnant age. A trade and method of
production so cruel and so immoral that it
would wilt before the publicity which a great
revolution throws upon the sources of wealth;
the powerful British Government determined to
wreck French commerce in the Antilles,
agitating at home and intriguing in France
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.among men who, unbeknown to themselves,
would soon have power in their hands; the
colonial world (itself divided) and the French
bourgeoisie, each intent on its own purposes
and, unaware of the approaching danger,
drawing apart instead of closer together. Not
one courageous leader, many courageous
leaders were needed, but the science of history
was not what it is today and no man living then
could foresee, as we can foresee today, the
coming upheavals.? Mirabeau indeed said that
the colonists slept on the edge of Vesuvius, but
for centuries the same thing had been said and
the slaves had never done anything.

How could anyone seriously fear for such a
wonderful colony? Slavery seemed eternal and
the profits mounted. Never before, and perhaps
never since, has the world seen anything
proportionately so dazzling as the last years of
pre-revolutionary San Domingo. Between 1783
and 1789 production nearly doubled. Between
1764 and 1771 the average importation of slaves
varied between 10,000 and 15,000. In 1786 it was
27,000, and from 1787 onwards the colony was
taking more than 40,000 slaves a year. But
economic prosperity is no guarantee of social
stability. That rests on the constantly shifting
equilibrium between the classes. It was the
prosperity of the bourgeoisie that started the
English revolution of the seventeenth century.
With every stride in production the colony was
marching to its doom.

The enormous increase of slaves was filling
the colony with native Africans, more resentful,
more intractable, more ready for rebellion than
the Creole Negro. Of the 500,000 slaves in the
colony in 1789, more than two-thirds had been
born in Africa.

These slaves were being used for the opening
up of new lands. There was no time to allow for
the period of acclimatisation, known as the
seasoning, and they died like flies. From the
earliest days of the colony towards the middle of
the eighteenth century, there had been some
improvement in the treatment of the slaves, but
this enormous number of newcomers who had
to be broken and terrorised into labour and
submission caused an increase in fear and
severity. In 1784 the administrators, who visited
one of the slave shops which sometimes served
as a market-place instead of the deck of the
slaver, reported a revolting picture of dead and
dying thrown pell-mell into the filth. The Le
Jeune case took place in 1788. In 1790 de
Wimpffen states that not one article of the
Negro Code was obeyed. He himself had sat at
table with a woman, beautiful, rich and very

much admired, who had had a careless cook
thrown into the oven.

The problem. of feeding this enormous
increase in the slave population was making the
struggle between the planters and the maritime
bourgeoisie over the Exclusive more bitter than
ever, and the planters after 1783 had forced a
slight breach in the straitjacket which clasped
them. Having tasted blood, they wanted more.

Mulattoes educated in Paris during the Seven
Years’ War had come home, and their cducation
and accomplishments filled the colonists with
hatred and envy and fear. It was these last years
that saw the fiercest legislation against them.
Forbidden to go to France, where they learnt
things that were not good for them, they stayed
at home to increase the strength of the
dissatisfied. '

With the growth of trade and of profits, the
number of planters who could afford to leave
their estates in charge of managers grew, and by
1789, in addition to the maritime bourgeoisie,
there was a large group of absentee proprietors
in France linked to the aristocracy by marriage,
for whom San Domingo was nothing else but a
source of revenue to be spent in the luxurious
living of aristocratic Paris. So far had these
parasites penetrated into the French aristocracy
that a memoir from San Domingo to the King
could say: ‘Sire, your court is Creole’, without
too much stretching of the truth.

The prosperity affected even the slaves. More
of them could save money, buy their freedom,
and enter the promised land.

This was the San Domingo of 1789, the most
profitable colony the world had ever known; to
the casual eye the most flourishing and
prosperous possession on the face of the globe;
to the analyst a society torn by inner and outer
contradictions which in four years would split
that structure into so many pieces that they
could never be put together again.

It was the French bourgeoisie which pressed the
button. This strange San Domingo society was
but a garish exaggeration, a crazy caricature, of
the ancien régime in France. The royalist
bureaucracy, incompetent and wasteful, could
not manage the finances of France; the
aristocracy and the clergy had bled the
peasantry dry, impeded the economic
development of the country, gobbled up all the
best places, and considered themselves almost as
superior to the able and vigorous bourgeois as
the white planters considered themselves
superior to the mulattoes.

But the French bourgeoisie too was proud
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and no members of it were prouder than the
maritime bourgeois. We have seen their wealth.
They knew that they were the foundation of the
country's prosperity. They were buying up the
land of the aristocracy. They built great schools
and universities, they read Voltaire and
Rousseau, they sent their linen to the colonies to
be washed and to get the right colour and scent,
they sent their wine for two or three voyages to
the colonies and back to give it the right flavour.
They, along with the other bourgeois, chafed at
their social disadvantages; the chaotic state of
French administration and finance handicapped
them in their business. A hard winter in 1788
brought matters to a head. The monarchy was
already bankrupt, the aristocracy made a bid to
recover its former power, the peasants began to
revolt, and the bourgeoisie saw that the time had
come for it to govern the country on the English
model in collaboration with its allies, the radical
aristocracy. In the agitation which began the
French Revolution, the maritime bourgeoisie
took the lead. The bourgeoisie of Dauphiné and
Brittany, with their ports of Marseilles and
Nantes, attacked the monarchy even before the
official opening of the States-General, and
Mirabeau, the first leader of the revolution, was
the deputy for Marseilles.

From all over the country the cahiers, or lists
of grievances, poured in. But the French people,
like the vast majority of Europeans today, had
too many grievances of their own to be
concerned about the sufferings of Africans, and
only a few cahiers, chiefly from clergymen,
demanded the abolition of slavery. The States-
General met. Mirabeau, Pétion, Mayor of
Paris, Abbé Grégoire, Condorcet, all members
of the Friends of the Negro, were deputies, all
pledged to abolition. But abolition for the
maritime bourgeois was riin. For the moment,
however, the States-General grappled with the
King.

While the French bourgeoisie led the assault on
the absolute monarchy at home, the planters
followed suit in the colonies. And, as in France,
the geographical divisions of San Domingo and
their historical development shaped the
revolutionary movement and the coming
insurrection of the slaves.

The pride of the colony was the great North
Plain of which Le Cap was the chief port.
Bounded on the north by the ocean, and on the
south by a ridge of mountains running almost
the length of the island, it was about 50 miles in
length and between 10 and 20 miles in breadth.
Cultivated since 1670, it was covered with

plantations within easy reach of each other. Le
Cap was the centre of the island’s economic,
social and political life. In any revolutionary
upheaval, the planters of the North Plain and
the merchants and lawyers of Le Cap would take
the lead. (But the slave-gangs of the North
Plain, in close proximity to each other and the
sooner aware of the various changes in the
political situation, would be correspondingly
ready for political action.)

Very different was the West Province, with its
isolated plantations scattered over wide areas.
In districts like the Artibonite, Verrettes,
Mirabelais, and St Marc, there were many
mulatto proprietors, some of great wealth.

The South Province was a sort of pariah,
somewhat sparsely populated, with a majority
of mulattoes. The eastern end, Cape Tiburon,
was only some 50 miles from Jamaica and here
the contraband trade was particularly strong.

Early in 1788 the North Province took the
lead. It formed a secret committee to secure
representation in the States-General. In Paris
the group of wealthy absentee noblemen formed
a committee for the same purpose, the two
groups collaborated and the Paris noblemen
refused to accept the veto of the King. ‘At the
end of 1788 the colonists summoned electoral
assemblies and elected a delegation, some of
whom consisted of their allies in Paris. In their
cahier they claimed abolition of military justice
and the institution of a civil judiciary; all
legislation and taxes to be voted by provincial
assemblies subject only to the approval of the
King and a Colonial Committee sitting at Paris
but elected by themselves. By restricting
political rights to owners of land the planters
effectively excluded the small whites who took
little interest in all this agitation. Of the slaves
and mulattoes, they said not a word. Slaves did
not count, and the mulattoes secured
permission from the frightened bureaucracy to
send a deputation to Parison their own account.
But a number of the planters at home, and quite
a few in Paris, the Club Massiac, viewed this
desire to be represented in the States-General
with distrust. The agitation for abolition of the
slave trade in England, the propaganda of the
Friends of the Negro, the revolutionary temper
of France, filled them with foreboding.
Representation in the States-General by a few
deputies could effect nothing, and it would bring
the full glare of publicity and awakening
political interest on the state of society in San
Domingo, which was exactly what they did not
want. But while the pro-representation group
were in a minority, having a positive aim they
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were bold and confident. Their opponents, with
bad consciences and aiming only at avoiding
trouble, could oppose no effective resistance.
Colonial representation in a metropolitan
assembly was an innovation unheard of at that
time, but the San Domingo representatives,
profiting by the revolutionary ferment in Paris,
circumvented the objections of the King and
Minister. They petitioned the nobility who cold-
shouldered them. But when Louis tried to
intimidate the Third Estate, and the deputies
went to the tennis-court and swore that being
the representatives of the people they would
never adjourn, Gouy d’Arsy, leader of the
colonists, boldly led his group of colonial
noblemen into this historic meeting. Out of
gratitude for this unexpected support, the
bourgeoisie welcomed them, and thus France
admitted the principle of  colonial
representation. Full of confidence these slave
owners claimed 18 seats, but Mirabeau turned
fiercely on them: ‘You claim representation
proportionate to the number of the inhabitants.
The free blacks are proprietors and tax-payers,
and yet they have not been allowed to vote. And
as for the slaves, either they are men or they are
not; if the colonists consider them to be men, let
them free them and make them electors and
eligible for seats; if the contrary is the case, have
we, in apportioning deputies according to the
population of France, taken into consideration
the number of our horses and our mules?’

San Domingo was allowed only six deputies.
In less than five minutes the great Liberal orator
had placed the case of the Friends of the Negro
squarely before the whole of France in
unforgettable words. The San Domingo
representatives realised at last what they had
done; they had tied the fortunes of San
Domingo to the assembly of a people in
revolution and thenceforth the history of liberty
in France and of slave emancipation in San
Domingo was one and indivisible.

Unaware of these portentous developments,
the colonists in San Domingo were going from
victory to victory. As in France, the last months
of 1788 in San Domingo had been hard. France
had had to prohibit the export of grain, and
under these circumstances the Exclusive was a
tyrannical imposition threatening the island
with famine. The Governor opened certain
ports to foreign ships; the Intendant, Barbé de
Marbois, agreed to the first small breaches but

refused to sanction their extension. The matter
went to the King's Council which repudiated the
Governor, recalled him, and appointed a new
Governor, with the colonists calling for the
blood of the Intendant. This was the situation
when on a day in September a boat sailed into
the harbour, and the captain, hurrying ashore,
ran down the streets of Le Cap, shouting the
news of July 14th. The King had been preparing
to disperse the Constituent Assembly by force,
and the Paris masses, arming themselves, had
stormed the Bastille as the symbol of feudal
reaction. The great French Revolution had
begun.
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ODE NOIR

Auszug aus dem Sklavengesetz von 1685

e, XVIL Wir verbieten den Sklaven, sich unter
ﬁg.dem Vorwand von Hochzeiten oder anderen
st &1 xVorgaben bei Tag oder bei Nacht an entlegenen
i l"Orten zusammenzurotten, bei Strafe korperli-
o g her Ziichtigung, welche wenigstens in Staupen-
chlagen und Brandmarkung bestehen soll und
lm Falle mehrfacher Wiederholung und anderer
4'filerschwerender Umstinde bis zur Todesstrafe ge-
i asteigert werden kann, was wir dem Ermessen der
% Richter iiberlassen ...
4 XXI1. Wir erlauben allen unseren die Inseln
fpe'bewot_mendf:n Untertanen, sich aller ohne Er-
[\ laubnisschein der Herren in den Hénden von
3 ‘Sklaven befindlichen Waren zu bemichtigen . ..
Al XXVIIL. Wir erkldren hierdurch, daB die
Sklaven nichts besitzen kdénnen, was nicht als
Eigentum ihrer Herren angesehen werden soll,
und daB alles, was sie durch ihren FleiB3 oder die

i Freigiebigkeit anderer erlangt haben, ihrem
wHerrn als dessen Eigentum gehoren soll ... .

& }XXIII. Die Sklaven, welche ihren Herrn,
seine Gattin oder Beischliferin oder seine Kin-
lder ins Gesicht blutig geschlagen haben, sollen
¥mit dem Tode bestraft werden.

2 WX XV. Erwiesene, von Sklaven oder Freige-
#lllassenen veriibte Diebstihle, wenn sie auch bloB3
Yw=in Pferden, Mauleseln, Ochsen und Kithen be-
: ""'stehen, sollen peinlich und, je nach den Umstdn-
™ N#Aden, mit dem Tode bestraft werden.

XXXVI. Entwendungen von Schafen, Zie-
gen, Schweinen, Gefliigel, Zuckerrohr, Erbsen,
Manioc oder anderen Hiilsenfriichten, welche
sich Sklaven habenzu Schulden kommen lassen,
sollen nach Beschaffenheit des Diebstahls ge-
richtlich bestraft werden, und diese Strafen sol-
len erforderlichenfalls in Staupenschlag und
Brandmarkung der Schultern bestehen kénnen.

Gravur von Morlem le Jeune

»Fragt den Hiindler mit XX XVIII. Einem entflohenen Sklaven, wel-

Menschenfleisch, was Eigentum h : M t ab d seblieben ist 1l
ists er wird auf den langen Sarg cher einen Monat a wesend geblieben ist, sollen
weisen, den er Schiff nennt und die Ohren abgeschnitten und er soll auf einer
wo er Menschen, die scheinbar Schulter gebrandmarkt werden; bei einer wie-
\ Jebadlice_Neen sind, eisge- - derholten Flucht sollen ihm die Kniekehlen zer-
lereint cantat hmiedel fon.  Schnitten und die andere Schulter gebrandmarkt
schen sind mein Eigentum, denn werden; das dritte Mal wird er mit dem Tode be-

ich habe so und soviel fiir sie straft.
| bezahlt« X LI Es soll den Eigentiimern der Sklaven
R " erlaubt sein, sie in Ketten legen und mit Ruten
obespierre, . .

oder Stricken hauen zu lassen, wenn Si€ glauben,

Rede iiber das Eigentum ) > d . ;
— daB diese die Ziichtigung verdient haben ...

| XLIV. Wir erkldren, da die Sklaven als Mo-
' biliar betrachtet werden und als solches ins ge-
meinschaftliche Erbe gehoren ...
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