


Sugar production
plummets

UGAR production fig-

ures continue to tum-

ble despite the Govern-
ment’s stabilisation efforts,
but Minister of Agriculture,
Roger Clarke, is still hopeful
that the industry will show
improvements this crop.

Figures provided by the Sugar
Industry Authority (SIA) last
weekend showed that as at April
1, the industry had produced
87,332 tonnes of sugar this crop.
This compares with the 107,062
tonnes produced over the same
period last during the 2000/2001
crop.
~ Interestingly, the industry

took 116 crop days to produced

this year’s 87,332 tonnes, com-
pared to the 109 days which
were required to produce last
year’s 107,062 tonnes.

There was also a decline in
the tonnes cane/tonnes sugar
ratio (the amount of sugar cane
needed to produce a tonne of
sugar) from last year's 10.47
tonnes cane to a tonne of sugar,
to 11.06 tonnes cane to a tonne
of sugar this crop. Up to
February this year the ratio was
even worse, at 11.55 tonnes cane
to tonne sugar.

Seven of the eight factories
have started operating with one,
Hampden in Trelawny, still
unable to start production. Mr.
Clarke attributed this to the fact
that it is totally indebted, cur-
rently in receivership and need-
ed resources to improve its facil-
ities. Hampden is expected to
start rolling this month, which is
expected to be the peak month
for sugar production.

But, there are other setbacks
as well. A $150 million loan
offered by Minister of Finance
and Planning, Dr. Omar Davies,
to cane farmers from last
November is still not being dis-
bursed to the farmers.

According to Mr. Clarke this
is primarily due to the fact that
the cane farmers want the sugar
factories to administer the loans,
to avoid going to the PC Banks,
but the factories are not willing
to take on the job.

Mr. Clarke explained that
many of the cane farmers were
either indebted to the PC Banks
or did not have the collateral
pecessary to access the loans.

But, All-Island Jamaica Cane
Farmers Association president,
Abijah Buchanan, insists that the
PC Banks do not have the infra-
structure to handle the loans
expeditiously.

The result is that replanting,
which should have started from
January, in the hope of the canes
growing for as close as possible to
the ideal 12-month period for
juice purposes, has now been
delayed to April/May.

Mr. Clarke said last night that
a number of the loans had now
been approved and would be
paid out soon to allow for

replanting to
start this
month.

However, he
blamed the fall
in production
primarily on

the late open-
ing of some
factories.

Although
Frome started
its crop in
December and
has since seen
116 crop days,

the nearest is

the privately
owned Worthy
Park, which
has had 83
crop days so
far. These are
followed by:
‘Appleton, 78
crop days; St.
Thomas Sugar
Company, 61
crops  days;
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Bernard Lodge, 52 crop days;
Monymusk, 39 crop days; and
Long Pong with 25 crop days.

Worthy Park has the best
cane/sugar ratio with 8.99
tonnes of cane to a tonne of
sugar, followed by another pri-
vately owned factory, Appleton
with 10.59 cane/sugar. The
worst performer is Government-
owned St. Thomas Sugar
Company, which has been pro-
ducing one tonne of sugar from
11.999, followed closely by
another Government-owned fac-
tory, Frome with 11.97 tonnes
cane/sugar.

Mr. Clarke blamed this on the
climate, which was not as cold
this winter as in the past,
explaining that warmer climates
produce less cane juice.

The Minister said that he was
disappointed that the crop has
not got off the ground as quickly
as he would have liked, but that
he was still confidently expecting
improvements later on in the
crop.

RUDOLPH BROY

U3  sour times for the island’s sweet industry.
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" Government consumed by debt

e Quer $71 billion to be
allocated to Ministry of
Finance

OVERNMENT spend-
ing for the new fiscal

year has been cut by
$9.8 billion from last year’s
revised figures.

Finance and Planning Minister,
Dr. Omar Davies, last Thursday
tabled a $210.0 billion Estimates of
Expenditure for the 2002-2003 fis-
cal year. The figures are 13.2 per
cent higher than last year's $185.4
billion approved Budget. The
Ministry of Finance and Planning
got the lion’s share of the Budget,
$71.8 billion on the recurrent side
and $76.9 billion in capital spend-
ing, giving it a total of $148.7 bil-
lion. This amounts to 70.1 per cent
of the Budget and most of it is for
paying public sector debt.

“Debt cost continues to con-
sume us,” financial analyst John
Jackson told The Gleaner. He
said it is a major charge on the

Budget, crowding out other
spending.
“This is a ‘carrying on’

Budget,” Mr. Jackson said. He

Budget was revised upwards in
February largely to account for
the cost of the FE\ISAC debt from
the bailout of troubled financial
institutions.

The overall Estimates for
recurrent spending in this
Budget is $124.9 ii]lion. his is
$11.2 billion more than last

ear’s revised level, a 9.8 per cent

increase. Recurrent spending
represents the ongoing expenses
of Government such as salaries,
rent and utility bills.

Capital spending is estimated |

at $85.1 billion this year. This is
$21.0 billion less than last year’s
revised level, or a 19.8 per cent
fall. Capital expenditures include
items such as schools, land and
equipment which increase the
stock of wealth of the country.
The National Security
Ministry will see increased allo-

cations on both the recurrent and &

capital sides, an indication of the
Government’s commitment to
fighting crime. At the same time,
key Ministries like Tourism and

_Sport and Health will see cuts in

their exienses.
On the recurrent side, total

ear's.

RUDOLPH BROWN
Prime Minister P.J. Patterson (right) and Leader of the Opposition Edward Seaga lead Members of
Parliament from both sides of the House into the main chamber of Gordon House last Thursday,
for a special ceremony marking the start of the 2002/2003 legislative year.
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said there is little leeway in it for
the extra spending normally
expected, in what Prime Minister
P.J. Patterson has said is to be an
election year. -

A senior public sector official,
who did not wish to be identified,

allocation to the Ministry of
National Security, which was for-
merly twinned with Justice, is
$11.673 billion, an increase of
nearly $500m over the revised esti-
mates for 2001-2002. On the capi-
tal side, the allocation of $1 billion

Budget increased

AN amendment to this year's
Estimates of Expenditure was
tabled in the House of
Representatives last Wednesday,

tained in the revised estimates for

said the key issue in this year’s in the 2002-2003 Estimates of increasing it by approximately
Budget as well as last year’s was Expenditure is significantly more g75m, :

INSAC debt. The 2001/2002 than the $167,440 million con- The 2002/2003 Budget has

EDITORIAL
F acing FINSAC costs

RECENTLY, Finance Minister Davies spoke ﬁmﬂy on the costs of
FINSAC’s intervention in the financial sector crisis of the 1990s. Dr. Davies

said that the government faced the mammoth task of finding at least $20 bil-.

lion annually to service the debt owed.

What is interesting abdut these details.on the nation’s FINSAC bill is
that only days before the Minister made this disclosure he argued that the
passage of the Insurance Act in the Senate, and the conclusion of the sale of
LOJ, meant that the financial sector crisis was now behind us. Dr. Davies’
latest statement on the costs of the FINSAC's intervention is therefore a
stark-reminder of the costs the economy must pay for the collapse of the
financial system. . ‘

It is rather ironic that Dr. Davies’ revelation of FINSAC's heavy bill
came on the very day that there was a protest in the Senate concerning the

Central Bank’s failure to provide data to the Senate Committee that is

investigating the factors that fuelled the crisis. What this means is that in
trying to come to grips with the FINSAC bills, at a national level, there will
not be any real closure on what really caused the collapse of the financial
system. ' : : . .
A critical aspect of FINSAC's hefty debt servicing bill is that it repre-
sents a major diversion of resources that conld have been used to improve

the island’s infrastructure and boost its productive capacity. Additionally, a -

real cost of the collapse and its attendant heavy debt burden is that the
ecomomy is currently experiencing a noticeable aversion to taking risk. This
is the case as many entrepreneurs are reluctant to borrow funds, even at
concessionary rates, and are generally apprehensive about risk-taking. This
is a serious threat that, if not addressed, could make the FINSAC debt prove
more than an albatross around the economy's neck. . S

been increased from $209.99 bil-
lion to $210.064 billion. The
increase is minor, but covers,
among some smaller changes, one
significant reallocation of
resources.

The Lift up Jamaica pro-
gramme, which falls under the
Office of the Prime Minister, has
been cut by $200 million from its
present $950 million.

In turn, the. Ministry of

Tourism has received an increased
allocation of $200 million.
President of the Jamaica Hotel
and Tourist Association Josef
Forstmayr said in response to the
change that the figure represented
a restoration of last year‘s budget,
and what was desirable was the
equivalent of US$48m. The cur-
rent -amount is equivalent to
US$33m, and inadequate, he said.

Budget proves the Govt is

broke

CITING crucial cuts in the
Government’'s 2002-2003 Budget,
Edward Seaga, leader of the JLP,
says the country was not only in a
financial crisis but that Dr. Omar
Davies, the Finance and Planning
Minister, had few options left at his
disposal.

“It was clear the country is
broke” and that Dr. Davies has
been reduced to nothing more than
a “cashier”, considering that the
minister “has allocated virtually no
money to spend at his discretion,”
Mr. Seaga said at a fund-raising
dinner at the Jamaica Pegasus

- Seaga

Hotel, New Kingston, on Saturday
night (April 6). The dinner was put
on by Norman Horne, the party’s

‘candidate for Manchester Central

in the upcoming general election.

“At last, the truth is out,” Mr.
Seaga said. “We know for certain
now, because authoritatively it has
been stated that the country is
broke. The only thing that we have
money for is to pay debt.”

He said that funds generally ear-
marked annually to be spent at the
Finance Minister’s discretion, were
now virtually non-existent in the
new budget.
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WHE Jamaica Survey of Living
Conditions 2000 Report issued
by the Planning Institute of

Jamaica (PIOJ) has revealed tha

percentage of the population he‘liow'i-f
the poverty line has increased from -

1999, moving from 16.9 per cent to

18.7 per cent. Trends in the inci-

dence of poverty data reveal that
over the decade, after peaking at
44.6 per cent in 1991, there were

steady decreases in the rate up to

1998, and increases thereafter
According to the report the increase in

the incidence of poverty over the past two.
years has been heavily influenced by the =
recent downturn in the agriculture sector

which was accelerated due to the severe
drought experienced in 2000. This has
affected incomes, employment and con-
sumption levels particularly in the rural
areas and adjacent towns

Households in the rural areas thus
remain particularly vulnerable to poverty.
This rural vulnerability must be seen in an
overall context of fewer education and -
employment opportunities and hence a
lesser ability to generate the type of
income which will provide a cushion in
times of economic slowdown. ar

Rural development has been a long--
standing area of concern for Jamaica and _
the perpetuation of these problems high-
light the need for intensification of policies
and activities designed to improve condi- -
tions in-these areas.

Here are some excerpts from the report:

CONSUMPTION

Real per capita consumption declined -
by 6.4 per cent in 2000, moving from

$9.396 in 1999 to $8,797. This continues =

the decline that began in 1999. Over the

years the data have shown that consump- :

tion trends are very sensitive to changesin

the economy and hence prone to vacilla-

tion from year to year. A number of factors

may account for this fall in 2000. These -
include the moderate growth in the overall

projects that by 2003 Jamaica will be able

amaica Survey of Living Conditions 2000

Poverty on the Rise

o guarantee five years of education to chil-
dren entering secondary schools. The
inistry is also aiming for an improvement
 five per cent annum in the number of
hildren passing Mathematics and English
.anguage at CXC. . - -

Successfully melémeﬁtéd,'éhis policy

will belﬁ to bridge the access and quality

aps, which remain an important obstacle

_ to the development of the country’s human

capital. In addition to the provision of more

~ places however, special strategies must be

employed to encourage young men to

 remain in school. The out-of-school popula-

- tion, which comprises persons in the 12-18
_ cohort who have completed Grade 9 or

_dropped out of secondary school, continues
to be mainly male, rural and poor. This

- fact, when coupled with the predominance

" of males in the general child population
~indicates a real need for such strategies..

HEALTH

~ - The Jamaica Survey of Living

Conditions (JSLC) assesses the health sta-

- tus of the Jamaican population in terms of
- self-repoyted illness/injury and the dura-
‘tion and severity of the illness in the four-

week reference period.-An appraisal of

- Jamaica's health situation shows the
~ steady progress made during the twentieth

. century in increasing life expectancy. The

_ both state and household, w

~ ISLC shows that the health status of the
- population is reasonably good and has

remained quite stable over the period 1990
to 2000. The effect of the HIV/AIDS epi-
demic, though a concern, is not measured
by the JSLC. However, other national
trends are demonstrated by this survey.
The incidence of reported illness contin-

. ues to be significantly higher in Rural

~Areas, among children, the elderly and
- females. e
- Persons 65 years and over and bhetween

60 and 64 years have had significantly
higher rates (41.2 per cent and 27.6 per

cent respectively) than other age groups,
As the population ages, social systems, .
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public and private sector wage bill and
declining consumer credit as well as a sig-
nificant contraction in the agriculture sec-
tor. Public sector wages grew by 4 per
cent, in an economy in which the inflation
rate was 10 per cent. This was compound-
ed by a real decline of 7.7 per cent in out-
standing consumption credit, continuing a
decline began in 1999.

Agricultural production fell by 11.8 per
cent, leading to a corresponding decline of
13.0 per cent in the consumption levels in

the rural areas, compared with only a mar- ) the
- world, continues to wrestle with issues of
‘inequality and inequity. This disparity is

ginal decline of 1.8 per cent in the KMA
and 6.8 per cent in Other Towns.
Households in the rural areas remain

particularly vulnerable. This must be seen

in an overall context of fewer education
and employment opportunities and hence a
lesser ability to generate the type of
income which will provide a cushion in
times of economic slowdown. Rural devel-
opment has heen a long-standing area of
concern for Jamaica and the perpetuation
of these problems highlight the need for
activities in this area to be re-evaluated.
Analysis of the consumption compo-
nents indicates that-the Food and
Beverages share continued to decline. At
current prices the average expenditure on
food was $30,327 as compared with
$33,749 in 1999. For 2000, the food share
of total expenditure was 42.6.per cent,
continuing the decline below: 50 per cent,
which began in 1999,
all regions of the island; Declining food
shares are sometimes &n indication of "
increasing welfare, however this is not nec-
essarily so and further exploration of the
data is needed before conclusions can be
reached. It is possible that households, in
an attempt to meet all their obligations,
made decisions regarding changes in their
consumption patterns, opting to modify the
more variable components such as food.
The single largest component of food
expenditure continues to be meals away
from home, which secured 27 per cent of -
the total, down from 31.1 per cent in 1999,
This is also supported by tI}:Jle fact that the
more inflexible elements such as housing,

‘Areas had
- dence of poverty, shifting from 22.0 per
 cent in 1999 to 25.14 per cent in 2000.

is trend is seen in.

- holds are largér and’they afg.;ﬁoré likely

An indigent man sleeping on the street.

transportation and educati_dntincreased
their share of total consumption in 2000,

_ although educations’ share in real teyms
- remained unchanged from 1899 to 2000.-

- “Jamaica, like much of the developing

demonstrated by the data, which shows
that the poorest quintile had a 6.67 per
cent share of national consumption, while
the wealthiest had a 46 per cent share.

- Poverty increased over the year from 16.9

per cent to 18.7 per cent. Framed by the
decline in agriculture output, the Rural
e largest increase in the inci-

~While registering some increase, these

figures show a significant reduction in the
--incidence of poverty over the decade, mov-

ing from a.national level of 28.4 per cent in

- 1991. Regardless of the level however, * -
some features of the poor have remained "

penetrating and unassailable; persons in
the rural areas are almost:

r have Jower levels of education, their
ren participate largely at the lower -
evels.of the education sys their house-

9

to share basic housing amenities.

: EDUCATION !
While Jamaica has made si_giﬁﬁcént
progress in education participation, there
are fundamental questions of quality and
the disparate access of the various groups

- to the higher levels of education, to which
“discussions on education for the future i

must be directed. St
- The data shows universal enrolment up -
to first cycle secondary education and the

: reas are. aln ice as likely as
- their urban counterpart to. be poor, the = "

state continues to be the major educational
provider. Significant process has been
made in the past 10 years in participation

- in early childhood education. By 2000
~ Jamaica had achieved a 95 per cent enrol-
ment rate for childrén at the early child-

hood level, compared with 82.5 per cent 10
vears ago. This reflects a general accep-
tance of the importance of early childhood
education and care to the overall develop-
ment of children. ~ ° a :
Regardless of the enrolment successes,
much remains to be accomplished at the
primary level with respect to attendance
and performance. There is extensive =
research both locally and internationally -

_ which point to the fact that school outcome

and pupil performance are dependent on a
complex mix of economic and social factors
which impinge on both the home's and the

- school’s ability to facilitate the educational
_ process. The higher participation rates of-
_the children in the wealthier quintiles at

" the upper secondary cycle and tertiary lev-
els provide some evidence of this, along .
this level:In the poorest group 25.5 per

- cent of childrenbetween the ages 15:16

. ‘were out of school, compared with 2:2-per -

- ‘cent in the wealthiest quintile. The dispari-

fact of reduced school places‘at

ty increases at higher levels:of the system;
only 28.6 per cent of 17-18 age group = -

~ located in the poorest quintile was-enrolled .

in an educational institution, compared

spaces. The Reform of Secondary *-
Education (ROSE) has made stridesin .
addressing this problem and the Ministry-

address the overall welfare needs of the
elderly and the working age population will

- assume an even greater dual responsibility
- of caring fqrpteceding and later genera-
 tions. This is even more critical given the

‘high rates (26.2 per cent) of protracted ill-
ness among the elderly. -

In an ageing population there is a gener-
al shift from infectious to chronic diseases.
The Ministry of Health reports that the
major illnesses affecting this age group are
hypertension and diabetes, arthritis and
cardiovascular diseases. This is supported
by the survey data, which have demon-
strated the importance in recurrent =
(chronic) illness as the cause of ill health
among the elderly; by age 60, 80 per cent
of the illnesses reported were a result of a

.chronic problem.

In general, the level of contact with the
health sector appears good. Over 60.0 per
cent of the ill seek health care, with no
change in the characteristics of health
seeking population. Individuals in the poor-
est quintile and males remain less likely to

- seek care. Health care seekers’ use of the -

private sector as the preferred source of

. ambulatory care has heen on a steadily

declining trend and has fallen by 13 per-
centage points over the last seven years.
The use of the public sector thus increased
to 40.8 per cent of health seekers overall.
However, as in all previous years of the
JSLC, the majority of the poorest quintile
(55.7 per cent) sought health care in the
public sector while the reverse was true ol
the wealthiest quintile, with 78.4 per cent
utilising the private sector. Similar trends
were observed in terms of where individu-
als purchased their medication.

Chronic impairment was a motivating

Aith 654 per cent i ibc suslshine: shonp. factor for seeking health care but may indi
Although this in part mirrors economic and .
social difficulties at the household level, it
~ also is the result of a shortage of
ondary places in the educa
an even more critical shortag

".cate that persons are postponing health
“‘care until their problem has worsened.
- While on the one hand it is important that
~individuals do not burden the health sys-

tem with visits for minor self-limiting ill-

ness,"unii'iiléf-fdglay in seeking health care

St ~ (Cont’d on Page 33)
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(Cont’d from Page 31)
can increase the risk of severe ill-
ness as well as the cost of health
care.

The cost of health care remains
of concern, especially in light of
the small percentage of the popu-
lation with access to health insur-
ance. Only 12.6 per cent of the
population has any coverage, with
coverage being highest in the
wealthiest quintiles, leaving the
poor to pay directly out of pocket
for their medical care. Prohibitive
costs may result in failure to
access follow up diagnostic treat-
ment and referrals or failure to
complete a course of prescribed
medication, given the significant
" numbers who depend on private
facilities for their medical sup-
plies.

The health status of our chil-
dren remains very good, with high
levels of immunisation coverage
and acceptable nutritional levels.
However, children in poor house-
holds continue to be more vulner-
able to stunted growth.

Given the overall acceptable
health status of the population,
the challenge therefore is the pro-
motion of healthy lifestyles in
order to reduce the risk of recur-
rent/chronic diseases and to pro-
vide good quality health care at an

affordable cost so that the vulner-
able i.e. the young, the poor and
the elderly can participate and
benefit in a meaningful way.

FOOD STAMP
GRAMME

Since the inception in 1984 of
this Programme, there have been
several modifications made in its
administrative structure and in
the logistics of programme deliv-
ery. These have involved
improved targeting, expansion in
number of pay stations, more effi-

PRO-

cient service delivery, and the [~

addition of the fuel category.
Government has also led initia-
tives to introduce programmes

individuals in economic skills to
reduce their dependence on food
stamps.

The Programme is currently
part of a national review of the
Jamaican social safety net system
in which Food Stamps will be
combined with Outdoor Poor
Relief and Public Assistance, in
one programme. This is being
done to improve both the efficien-
cy and targeting of welfare benefit
schemes.

During the 2000 survey year, a
major re-certification exercise was
undertaken by the Ministry of
Labour and Social Security. This
involved addition of thousands of
new beneficiaries, and removal or
reinstatement of others, following
the re-assessment of suspended
persons. These changes are likely
to have impacted on the findings

; 3 IMES by, o
aimed at mobilising and training =

of the survey.

Coverage of the programme
remains largely unchanged, as did
the characteristics of the recipi-
ents. As is customary there were
higher rates of participation in the
rural areas, which is explained by
the higher incidence of poverty in
these areas.

This year saw a large decrease
in the proportion of poor house-
holds participating in the pro-
gramme. In 1999, 45.3 per cent of
poor households benefited from
the programme as against only 16
per cent in 2000. This may well be
the result of the fall out due to the
on-going process of re-evaluation
and re-targeting, which is part of
the reform effort. '
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By Robert S. Beers
Staff Writer

EGGARS day may not

be able to be choosers

but an increasing num-
ber of Jamaicans have cho-
sen to be beggars.

The begging business can be
more lucrative than one might
imagine. v

Beggars, not offering any ser-
vices for the handouts, tell The
Weekly Gleaner that they can
make up to $1,000 a day.

When side street fruit vendors
and intersection newspaper sellers
were asked what is their average
daily profit, they said between
$300-$600.

The minimum wage is $1,800 a
week, or $360 a day.".:

Of course; beggar &

ing can.be’suspect and all ‘those
questicned sdid- there is no such
thing as-a typical day as amounts
vary, widely over the course of a.
week. @ . T

" The begging

business

® Better than minimum wage

“It’s seasons too, holiday time -

you can get $1,000 from one man,”
said ‘Climax’ as he stood in his
usual spot at the fence of the John
R. Wong supermarket in New
Kingston.

Climax might be called a
designer beggar. He is donned in
green nylon track pant, a match-

“ing wind breaker, shiny yellow
running shoes with a clean black
and white headband decorated
with Japanese characters. His
worldly goods are tucked in a

ackpack. : s

Early in the morning he walks
up Knutsford Boulevard listening
to CDs on a Walkman. As he

. -~ appraeaches .the grocery store’s
. fence and prrepares for another day
. " of panhandling he tucks the small

-CD player and headphones in his

back pack. A beggar never wants
to look too flush.
" Climax was asked why he has

chosen this way to make a living.
“I used to work over there,” point-
ing to the Spanish Court offices
and stores complex. He said he
used to work at a bakery.

This tall man, who refused to
reveal his age but might be around
50, was once in the music busi-
ness, he claims. Then, things went
array. The specifics are kept
vague, no matter how many times
he is asked to explain how he went
from singer to baker to beggar.

What does emerge in this coun-
try of well defined’ communities,
where street identity is often tied
to territory and turf, is the signifi-
cance of

location to -the -begging . husi, .

ness. e
“This is myidigme,? ¥aid-
Climax, “I live here,. sleep’ around
here.” Intersection begging is also
about familiarity. T
Omar is one of many with a

hand out or armed with a
squeegee at the Oxford and Old
Hope Roads crossroads. “I know
the cars that give here,” said
Omar who claims he makes some-
where between $300 and $800 a
day working both rush hours.
“Rain’s bad, windows up.”
Children report smaller daily
takes. “At least $200,” said one
barefoot boy near Sovereign Mall.
Meanwhile at the nearby
Orchid Village shopping centre off
Barbican Road a man approaches,
speaking humbly and respectfully,
smiling, - at first. “You remember
me,” then not waiting for a nega-
tive response, “my child is sick and
I.got-a-prescription- at the pharma-
cy over there. I gat somie of the

~ money but I need the rest.” - .

The ‘rest,” he explained, was at
least $500. '

“Begging is about professional
story telling,” said Dr. Pat

Anderson, Head the Departmen
of Sociology, Psychology anc
Social Work at UWI.

“There is an effort to convey
that you could be in this situation
too,” said Dr. Anderson.

On Old Hope Road there is ¢
man who uses his alleged asthmat.
ic condition to get money. He ask:
for money for an inhaler. But
when he was offered an inhaler
instead of the money the begga:
became angry. People who fre-
quently pass by say the man has
about a half dozen attacks a day.

Another frequent story is to say
your car has a flat, according tc
Dr. Johnson, or that you need cab
or bus fare, due to an emergency.

“Drugs are the saddest element
to the begging today. You can
watch the spiral downward over
two years or so, very sad,” said Dr.
Johnson. Law enforcement studies
say drugs are the reason why
many of the young beggars are on
the street, either to pay for their
habit or their parent’s.
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~ INVEST MORE
IN HUMAN

By Michael Oban
CcC HAT we need in
Jamaica today is
more investment
in the human resources, not
more helicopters from the
Dmi Enforcement Agency
(DEA) or more gglns for our
police from the British gov-
ernment. We need to have
more faith in ourselves and do
much more in the socialisa-
tion of our young.” g
This view was expressed by
Professor Rex Nettleford in an
interview with The Weekly Gleaner.
The Professor was in the UK
recently in his capacity as Artistic
Director of the National Dance
Theatre Company of Jamaica. The
world renowned company has just
completed a successful tour of the
UK.

Addressing the wave of violent

crime that has escalated in recent
years, Professor Nettleford that
Jamaica had undoubtedly made
some mistakes but was learning
from them. “We have to take care of
the youth and go back to our edu-
cational system and we have to see
that the school as a socialising agent
is better equip, not necessarily with
computers, but with teachers. We
have to spend more time, energy
and resources on thar,” he said.

Rapid

Socialisation agencies such as the
school, church and family have got

RESOURGES SAYS
NETTLE

Professor Rex Netieford: More needed in socialisation of young

to get back on track. Professor
Nettleford, who is
Chancellor of the University of the
West Indies, said the rapid urbani-
sation of Jamaica had resulted in
many of the social problems being
experienced today. The arts and
sports can be used to tackle a lot of
the present social ills.

On the recent NDTC tour the
professor said it was very successful
and had fulfilled all of his expecta-
tions. One of the few negatives
were the critics who found it diffi-
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also  Vice -

“cult to “Critically locate” the

NDTC. “There is a tremendous
ignorance among people who
should know better about life clse-
where. Dance does not begin with
European classical ballet there are
people who dance differently and
develop their own aesthetics and
just as we good old colonials appre-
ciate what mother countries do
now they must extend some respect
to us and learn about how we see
the world and why we see it in the
way in which we do,” he said.
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