


HE JAMAICA Labour
Party (JLP) on
Tuesday said it would

no longer co-operate with

y the Government. This, the

Opposition party noted, was

in response to the Prime

Minister P.J. Patterson‘s fail-

ure to deal with the rampant

corruption in his administra-
tion.

Responding to what he called
the Prime Minister‘s arrogant dis-
missal of the conduct of Finance
Minister, Dr. Omar Davies, JLP
leader Edward Seaga said the
Opposition has been left with little
option but to oppose, oppose and

oppose this regime until we bring
it down.

The Minister‘s spoken admis-
sion of recklessly abandoning the
management of the budget ‘to
spend money on election projects
has been totally avoided, Mr.
Seaga charged. As a result, the
budget has been overspent by §15
billion above target. This will

result in the most massive burden:
of taxation and user fees come-

next budget. This has been done to
satisfy the PNP‘s lust for electoral
victory.

The Prime Minister on Monday

said he had seen nothing to indi-

d cate that Dr. Davies had sacrificed

the national interest for partisan

i consideration, noting the Finance

Minister had his full backing and
support. :

Dr. Davies said on February 9
at a People's National Party con-
stituency conference that before
last October’s General Election,
the Government made public
spending decisions on some major
projects at the expense of other
pressing matters facing the coun-
try at the time. The Finance
Minister last weekend apologised
unreservedly for the tone and
tenor in which he spoke.

Sympathies

Mr. Seaga was, however, in no
mood for sympathies.

“Now that every appeal to rea-
son and justice has failed, our
decision is the only course avail-
able to seek relief from misman-
agement and corruption which is
wrecking all hopes for Jamaica's

By Garwin Davis
Assistant News Editor
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future,” he argued. “It is not the
course we desire; it is the course
we are forced to take into recogni-
tion that anything which assists
this Government assists corrup-
tion. The people of Jamaica should
recognise this and act accordingly,

providing we all act within the
law.”
|

Action
Minister of  Information,
Burchell Whiteman, said on

Tuesday that he had heard about
the JLPs planned course of action,
but that the PNP had not yet had
the time to hammer out an official
response. -
“It is unfortunate that they ha
to go to the media with this at a
time when the Prime Minister is
away on official business over-
seas,” Mr. Whiteman said. “It‘s
also unfortunate that at a time
when the country requires that we
should all pull together, they are
coming with this. The basis of their
decision is flawed... I don‘t see the
corruption they are talking about.
This, in my view, is a wrong and

. unjustified move at this time.”

Mr. Seaga said there was a time
in the nation's history when politi-
cal leadership not only ohserved
the laws of the land, but prided
itself on how it observed the
unwritten rules, which can be
summarised by the unspoken rule
of the game of cricket: “it is not
whether we win, but how we play
the game.

“These days are long gone,” he
reasoned. As the chairman of the
People's National Party puts it:
‘We always think that it is best for
the country for us to form the
administration, so anything that
will lead us or cause us to be in
office, we regard as being best for
the country and in the best inter-
est of the country*.”

The JLP leader said the coun-
try was now divided as to whether
to accept this new dictum of polit-
ical corruption as self-serving
political strategy, or to reject it as
a violation of the unwritten princi-
ple of doing what is fair and just as
a strategy against political corrup-
tion.
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OCAL  Government
elections, constitution-
ally due since 2001 and
three-times postponed, are
to be held on June 19, Prime
Minister P.J. Patterson
announced Thursday, May
22.He -said the way was
paved-by the Senate which

Thursday gave approval for.

the Municipalities Act which

Municipality to come into

being.

With the other two Acts

already approved by the electoral
system, the way is now clear for
the Local Government elections to
be held, Mr. Patterson said.

Nomination Day

“I am writing to the Governor-
General to advise that on the 19th
of June elections will be held for
the KSAC, the other Parish

" Councils as well as for the

Municipality of Portmore. The
Electoral Advisory Committee

cal Polls June 19

“will also be ~ advised _ that

Nomination Day will be on the
30th of May.” '

Local. Government elections
were promised by the Prime
Minister for March 31; however,
less than three weeks before the
date, he told the House of
Representatives that the elections
had to be postponed to accommo-
date several meorta.nt pleces of
legislation.

He pointed then to the need to

bring the Kingston and St.
Andrew Corporation (KSAC) and
the Parish Council Acts in line
with the Representation of the

Act, as well as allowing for a pilot
project in the elections that would
see the electronic identification of
voters in St. Andrew Eastern divi-
sions as critical legislation that
had to be passed before the Local
Government polls could be held.
The Jamaica Labour Party
(JLP) objected, however. It had
called on the Prime Minister to
hold the elections by March 31,
stating that a separate poll granti-
ng residents of Portmore the right
to elect their mayor directly and
administer their own affairs under
a new municipality status could be

P.J. Patterson

Victory at
polls a must,

PM says

will enable the Portmore

(EAC) and the Governor-General People Act, the Municipalities

Too much money for MPs

By Vernon Daley
Staff Reporter - .

MOST Jamaicans are opposed to
the huge salary hike granted to
Members of Parliament (MPs) fol-
lowing last October’s general elec-

tion but some first-term MPs are

rejecting the view that they are
overpaid.

About 84 per cent of Jamaicans
said they are opposed to the pay
increase while some 15 per cent
supported it. Those undecided
constitute 1.0 per cent.

Controversy broke out earlier
this year following initial reports
by The Weekly Gleaner that MPs
had been given a huge pay raise,
pushing their salary from $1.08
million to $2.2 million per annum.

As part of the general adjust-
ment to bring the salaries of civil
servants closer to those paid in the
private sector, the salary of MPs
should have moved another 20 per
cent on April 1, 2003, to be fol-
lowed by a 20 per cent movement
on April 1, 2004 and a final 30 per
cent adjustment which was sched-
uled.for April 1, 2005.

held later.

4 Do you support or
oppose the recent
MP salary increases?

Support
4:7%

s : Undgcided: 1%

REASONS FOR OPPOSING
: Dor‘.'l need it 41.9%

4, MPs’ salaries.
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the Jamaica Labour
Party (JLP) gained the
support of the majority of
the voters in a National
Election contested by the

two major parties.
After the Local Government

ET has been 22 years since

elections of 1981, except for the
uncontested Elections of 1983, the
People’s National Party (PNP) has
won four Parliamentary and three
Local ‘Government elections. If
present voting and polling trends
continue, the JLP should break
this streak after losing seven con-
secutive National Elections.

PARTY STANDINGS

The PNP, with 52.5% to the
JLP‘s 47.5%, won the 2002
General Election by a margin of
five percentage points in the popu-
lar vote. Extrapolating from these
results, the PNP would win eight
Parish  Councils to the JLP‘s three

PARISH RESULTS BASED UPON 2002 ELECTIONS
Parish %Voter. JLP%  PNP% 2003
Council s oo TUMOME o somnspmmrmmsns Projected . -|:
SR s o e Winner -
“TKSAC SRR gD 1% 54.9% P
2St. Thomas. ., ..59.9% - 50.0% " 50.0% ... JP. ..
3Portland . 60.8%  449% 554% PNP.
ASt.Mary  634% - 44.9%  551% PNP
5 St. Ann 64.8% 49.3%  50.7% JLp
6 Trelawny 672 % :50:8%: :49:6% LR
7St James.  56.7%  534% 466%  JP
8 Hanover - o o a0 B o e (R
-9 Westmoreland ~ 58.1% 37.2%  62.8% PNP
10 St. Elizabeth ~ 66.7% 47.0%  53.0% PNP
11 'Manchester’ = 65.1% ' 45.0% 55.0% = PNP
12 Clarendon ~ ~59.4% 50.5% ~ 49.5% — JP
13 St. Catherine  51.4% 50.9% = 49.1% JLP
TOTAL 58.6% 47.5%  52.5%

with two Councils tied. The
Kingston and St. Andrew
Corporation (KSAC) would be one
of those tied because of the
skewed nature of the voting - pri-
marily in the inner city.

The May Gleaner/Anderson
poll findings, however, indicate a
8% swing to the JLP since the
October elections. The findings of
party preferences of 24.5% for the
JLP and 19.7% for the PNP trans-
lates into 55.4% to 44.6% in
favour of the JLP. This 55.4% rep-
resents a 7.9% increase in JLP

(Cont’d from Page 8)

individual candidates make a sig-
nificant impact in their respective
Local Government divisions. (See
table below)

The percentage Voter Turn-
Out (VTO) could be the second
lowest since Independence. The
recent Gleaner/Anderson poll
found that 56.5% of these regis-
tered indicate an intention to vote.
The percentage VTO since 1962
has been decreasing steadily from
a high of 66.5% in 1966 to 56% in
1990. The 35.1% turnout in 1998
was largely influenced by a split in
the JLP as to whether they should
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Breaking a losing stre:

support when compared to their
47.5% in the recent General
Election.

Even assuming the full margin
of error in favour of the PNP, the
JLP would, at the least, be slightly
ahead of the PNP in the Party
standings. This kind of swing
would result in the popular vote
going to the Opposition for the
first time since 1981. Based on the
October 2002 results, the JLP
would win the Trelawny, St.
James and Clarendon Councils
with the KSAC and St. Thomas

contest. In the end the JLP Leader
Edward Seaga did not participate
while others in the party did.

While 56.5% indicate an inten-
tion to vote, the polls found that
only 44.2% state a party prefer-
ence. VTO, in the June 19, 2003
Elections, is likely to be much
closer to 44% than 56%.

LOOKING AHEAD

After June 19, the ruling PNP
has at least a four-year period
before constitutionally having to
face the national electorate. The
next Local Government elections
will be due in June, 2006, but in

tied. If the Gleaner/Anderson
findings of the party standings
hold - The Table shows that the
JLP would be projected to win at
least four additional Councils - the
KSAC as well as the St. Thomas,
St. Ann and St. Catherine
Councils. Hanover and St.
Elizabeth should be close.

It will be interesting to see if
the electorate continues to vote
mainly along party lines - or if

(Cont’d on Page 33)

keeping with tradition it could be
postponed indefinitely.
Parliamentary elections are not
due before the last quarter of
2007. This will allow political
space for the PNP to deal with any
negative consequences arising
from further draconian economic
measures or a loss at the polls on
June 19, 2003.
One Love, One Heart.

A dental surgeon, Dr. D.K.

Duncan is a former General
Secretary  and  Government
Minister in the PNP

Administration of the 1970%. E-
mail: dktruth@hotmail.coml.com



Back to the roots
Reggae-Revival mit Yellowman

Jamaikanischen Reggae-Musikern kann man viel nachsagen — aber nicht, dass sie auf Tournee
nicht in der Lage wiren, den Geschmack des Publikums zu treffen. Da zur Zeit die guten alten
Zeiten der Blues- und Soulmusik in den USA wieder popular sind hatte Yellowman mit seiner
Band einen idealen Bezugspunkt. Nahezu in jedem Stiick des Konzertes fanden sich Ankldnge
oder ganze Sequenzen aus den 70er Jahren. Auch die Texte Yellowmans — von einer
unvermeidlichen Hommage an das liebste Spielzeug der ,bad boys®, die ,M16“ einmal
abgesehen — hatten nichts von der in Jamaika zunehmend kritisierten Verherrlichung der
Gewaltkultur : only good vibritions! Das Publikum nahm’s dankbar zur Kenntnis. Niemand
erweckte den Eindruck, dass ihm die zum ,bum-bum-reggae” verballhornte Variante der
_bass-culture® der letzten Jahre fehlte. Gut, der Saal explodierte nicht! Aber dies lag weniger
an Yellowman, der unermiidlich seine Stagesshow mit Engagement durchzog, als vielmehr an
der mit der bekannten distanzierten Routine zu Werke gehenden Sagittarius-Band. Stimmlich
war die Band erst nach einer halben Stunde langsam in Form und brachte etwas mehr
Abwechslung in die vom Standardsound geprigten Stiicke: Die hart geschlagenen Drums in
Verbindung mit einem durchgehenden Bass und einer erst in den Zugaben aktiveren Gitarre
wurden vom Keybord zusammengehalten. Hier lag aber auch der Schwachpunkt des
Konzertes, der sich nach wenigen Stiicken offenbarte. Der Bezug auf die alten Reggae-Stiicke
benotigte natiirlich weitere Instrumente, insbesondere den Blisereinsatz. Fiir ein elektronisch
aufgeriistetes Keybord kein Problem — aber die Stimmung einer ,echten Besetzung konnte
da nicht aufkommen. Aber trotzdem bauten Yellowman und die Band mit guter Publikums-
ressonanz ihr Konzept des Abends auf: ins Zentrum stellten sie vollig tiberraschend die Fats-
Domino-Hymne ,Blue Berry Hill“. Der Saal war begeistert! Yellowman gelang es im
Anschluss daran im letzten Drittel des Konzertes einige alte Reggae-Stiicke (z. B. ,Pas de
dutchie on the left hand side*) fast unmerklich im Stile dieser Blues- und Soul-Epoche neu zu
interpretieren. Das hatte Qualitit und war der musikalische Hohepunkt des Abends.
Zumindest der nicht geringe Besucheranteil afrikanischer Herkunft setzte den Sound auch
stilecht in Bewegung um, so dass gegen Mitternacht sogar etwas karibische Atmosphire
durch den randvollen Saal strich. Wie war das damals auf den Konzernten in Kingston oder
Mo-Bay? Dennis Brown, Burning Spear — zugegeben, Yellowman ist sicher keiner der
_directions in music* pragte. Einer der das Publikum mit einer unpritentiosen Reggaeshow in
Jamaika wie in Deutschland unterhalten kann ist er aber mit Sicherheit. Doch ob solcher
grundsitzlichen Gedanken war das Konzert auch schon beendet —i n Jamaika héitte es um
diese Zeit noch gar nicht begonnen —schade eigentlich. Die DJ’s mit ihrem viel zu grell
wirkenden Sound aus der Saalanlage lieBen die Stimmung jedoch schnell verschwinden und
der Saal leerte sich fast automatisch. Im Hinausgehen waren nur positive Kommentare tber
einen insgesamt gelungenen Reggae-Abend zu horen! Vielleicht lieg in der soliden
Konzertarbeit einer der wichtigsten Griinde fir die Popularitét des Reggae zu der die Heroen
_ dieser Musik mit ihren Auftritten einen gehorigen Beitrag geleistet haben. Yellowman dirfte
mit seiner Show in Tiibingen jedenfalls bei allen Besuchern in guter Erinnerung bleiben.  J.W.

LOUMAN

& the sagittarius band
~ Yellow Fever 2003

anschlieBend Reggae-Disco

Tiilhinman o Quirdhone
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ENTERTAINMENT

Beenie Man

RuUNAWAY Bay, ST. ANN
{ n EENIE Man left

Windsor Lawn out-

— side Ocho Ries in St.
Ann last Friday morning
{May 23) embarrassed and
angry. Patrons who had
gathered jeered him inces-

-santly for what they consid-
ered a lukewarm perfor-.
mance,

‘The Doctor’ was the final act
on the show dubbed ‘Fuel’, which
featured other dancehall stars
such as Bounty Killer and
Capleton.

Beenie Man graced the stage
after Bounty Killer had left the
venue. He began his performance
singing Row The Boat, one of his
more popular recent songs, but it
was all downbhill after that.

He began to interact with the
audience, which was not in the

. mood to be interactive, and they

began to boo him. ]

In what seemed to be an
attempt to get himself back in the
crowd's favour he tried to display
his versatility by performing

Sizzla‘s Just One of Those Days
on the Stone Love sound system.
He was to find out that this was a
hard crowd to please. They began
to boo again.

This second round of boos
proved to be too much for ‘The
Doctor’, who cracked up telling
the crowd to get very ‘intimate
with their mothers’. That the
crowd began calling for Bounty
Killer did not help the situation.
“Bounty a Bounty, mi a mi. Me
caan stop Bounty and him caan
stop me,” Beenie shouted at them
before leaving the stage emotion-
ally wounded at about 5:00 a.m.

‘Disgust

Several fans voiced their dis-
gust at Beenie Man's behaviour
and demanded that he apologise.
By then, however, Beenie Man
had already driven away in a
black Mercedes.

The show began five hours
after the scheduled 10:00 p.m.
start. At 1:00 a.m., even though
the venue was filled to capacity

and some of the artistes were
already there, the show still did
not start.

The show finally started at
1:30 a.m. when patrons began to
get boisterous.

With the crowd growing rest-
less, MC Ron Muschette quickly
took the stage and introduced
New Kidz as the first act. He was
good and The Hotter Set A Gal
made the crowd quickly forget
that they had been waiting five
hours. Next up were the females
artistes, Ce'Cile, Lady Saw, Lady
G, Lady Mackerel and Queen
Paula, among others. All but
Lady G produced very ‘raw’ per-
formances.

There were also good perfor-
mances from Capelton, Anthony
Cruz and Chuck Fender. Singer J
also performed well and sang a
few of Jah Cure's hits, much to
the delight of the crowd.

Bounty Killer was next. He
tore the place apart with a short

_ yet spicy act, performing songs

like A Di Hit This and Want
Wanna Dem Gal De, among oth-
ers.
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Jamaica marks '

was written two decades ago.
Addressing child abuse, female genital mutilation
i, and the Catholic hand in slavery, Sajoya did
%, Rage and finished with Inside Out.
% Ras Rod played I Wish You Dead by
Italee, wishing her a happy
hirthday in the process.
., Patrick Davis opened with
We Are Dub Poets and
ollowing up with
Victim. He ended
with a poem written
ithat very evening
e about the war,
“which had the
| Fsung lines ‘a little
‘'more oil in Bush
amp/keep it burn-
fing’.
Dr. Pepper gave a
mini-lecture before  §
doing Corruption. Iyo's ¥
& My Mother is a Lovely
& Black Woman was appro- %
4 priately followed by a Malaki ¥
£ Smith‘s tribute to his grand-
& mother, played by Ras Rod.
~#” Guest poet Pekuli from Toronto, Canada,
~ gave a heartfelt presentation, using body and
voice in a frenetic 15 minutes or so on-
stage. He informed the audience that Ah
Feel Like, before defining The Black
Man Struggle. His waist-length locks fly-
ing as he moved, Pekuli dropped in a

By Mel Cooke

Freelance Writer

‘World Poetry Day* (March 21) did not go
unheralded in Jamaica.

Dub Traffickers Poemtry Sound, with
Ras Rod at the controls, and Black
Muzik, with Mutabaruka at the helm,
made it a day and night word feast at
the Livity Restaurant on Friday.

However, it was not only recorded
poetry which sounded over the Hope
Road, St. Andrew, venue to join the
stanzas floating all over the globe in
honour of the special day. With an
open microphone section, as well as a
special guest in Pekuli from Canada,
poets performed live and in rhythmi-
cal fashion.

The live presentations were alternat- §
ed with recorded material.

When The Weekly Gleaner arrived
for the evening open microphone session,
Chandis was wrapping up her stint at the
microphone with It's Raining Again. There
were not very many people at Livity, but those
who were there seemed intent on the proceedings.

After a few selections from Mutabaruka,
who concentrated on the ‘outernational’ side of
the genre, sister Posse member Sajoya stepped
up to the microphone. Living up to the event’s
‘Anti-War Fest' subtitle, she did War, which

Jorld Poetry

ay’

good line with ‘You cannot expect to be in a strange

land/and don't expect to be treated like a stranger*.

Nabby Natural, who had introduced Pekuli, interrupt-

R ed him to organise filming of the moment, Ras

. Rod filling in with Black X‘s Peace.

Pekuli hit new vocal highs when he

» related that It feel huce 10,000 demons

et loose their spell in my head, end-

ing with that piece. ,

Ras Tekna, out of the College of

Agriculture in Portland, did Her

2 Majesty‘s Prison and Haile

Selassie.

The group Xamayca from the

Edna Manley College for the

Visual and Performing Arts

added a very nice touch to the

evening, as a guitarist/singer lead
off in song. His excellent, folksy
voice struck a chord with the
audience. He also led off Woman,
which included the three poets in

7 the group. They finished up with

& Children‘s Cry.

& Ras Rod stepped from behind the

'# selector’s position to remove his shirt

# and do three pieces, including the hilari-

=% ous Rebel Lotion, with the dramatic assis-
tance of two young women.

The Weekly Gleaner left Livity
Restaurant with poetry still permeat-
ing the air, even though it was past
midnight and World Poetry Day was
officially over.

Ras Rod




By C.haos'

Freelance Writer

EE ‘SCRATCH- Perry,

- born Rainford Hugh

Perry, is the 45th
Grammy Awards winner for
‘Best Reggae Album’ for his
2002 release Jamaican E.T..

With Clement ‘Sir Coxsone’
Dodd, Perry is often credited with
the creation of reggae and dub.
He produced, among others, Bob
Marley and The Wailers, creating
such songs as.Small Axe and
Duppy Conqueror before the
group. signed with Island Records
in 1973.

His Black Ark studlo in
Kingston saw the creation of the
most innovative reggae in history
before it burnt to the ground in
1983 and Perry went into self-
imposed exile. He is now a resi-
dent of Zurich, Switzerland.

The Grammy Awards were
presented on Sunday, February
24, at New York's Madison-
Square Garden.

Ebullient

Lee ‘Scratch’ Perry was
ebullient about his Reggae
Grammy win Sunday, and

As to his ahsen:ce,: he said; “I
promised God not to go to the
‘city of doom’ for the next ten

years. I will not bless the city .ofv' it

doom,” he said, chuckling.
Speaking from his Zurich,
Switzerland home, Perry’s voice
was full of strangled laughter as
he spoke. “My music is no longer
reggae, it is ‘Eggae’. In darkest
night and brightest day, there will

‘1io longer be reggae, only ‘Eggae’.

Black magic has fallen, the ‘heat’
(a reference to Clement ‘Sir

_Coxsone’ Dodd’s Downbeat sound

system) is cramped and paralyzed

forever...,” Perry said, safely

esconsced in his own universe.
Perry won the ‘Best Reggae

‘Album’ Grammy Award at the

45th annual Grammy Awards for
his 2002 CD Jamaican E.T..
“Beware of what you buy and
take to your house,” he warned,
“The people choose E.T, eternal
life, Bob Marley die, Peter Tosh
die, so don’t buy. ... music or you
will die.”

As the interview got progres-
sively stranger, Perry stated “The
people say Lee ‘Scratch’ Perry
shall get the award and Freddie -
McGregor shall wait forever in
the United States. I didn’t do any
nose lift like Michael Jackson, I

-going anywhere near New York

City, Perry gleefully stated “I'm
glad Jamaican E.T. did it, but

_they have to mail it. [ have the

Muslims at the tip of my swords, I
have them puzzled, my enemies
bedazzled, I am George Bush
number one enemy.” The rele-
vance of the latter two statements
somewhat managed to elude 'Ihe
Weekly Gleaner.

“Out of reggae come stress,
‘ngae come to heal, to make the
* poor rich. I'm coming back to
Kingston to save Kingston. I am
the sheriff to get the rebels
arrested and executed. The rebels
are... the 12-Tribe whose God is
coke, drmkmg devil’s soup which -
is the rum.’

“Much more coherent was his
adoring wife Mirielle, whom told
The Week;y Gleaner that “T am
so happy. I knew that he would
win, I was screaming when he
won.” Due to the time delay, the
couple did not find out about the
win until Monday, February 25,
when sometime Perry collabora-
tor, the Mad Professor, called
them with the news, “He didn’t
want to go because of the (pro-
posed) war (on Iraq). We are
happy, we are smiling,” she said,
the joy evident in her voice.



























































































