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Jamaica's musical giant,
Coxsone Dodd, dies

CLAUDE MILLS
Staff Reporter

LEGENDARY MUSIC pioneer and
founder of Studio One, Sir Clement
‘Coxsone’ Dodd, died on Tuesday,
May 4, from heart complications, it is
believed. Dodd, 72, is survived by his
wife and six children.

Close friend Bunny Goodison admit-
ted to being in shock upon hearing the
news of Dodd's passing.

_“llgft him there at Brentford Road at
midday, he wasn‘t complaining of
chest pains or anything, then some-
one just called me at 4:30 p.m. to tell
me he was dead. Apparently, he had
complained of feeling pains in his
chest, and while they were driving him
to Medical Associates, he died,” Mr.
Goodison said.

“Earlier in the day, he wasn't in such
good spirits but he was calm, lucid
and he didn‘t appear to be sick. On
Friday night (April 30), after they
changed the name of the street to
Studio One Boulevard, we were there

"toasting and laughing, but he was
extremely quiet during the whole occa-
sion... | don‘t know if he was over-
whelmed by the whole thing,” Mr.
Goodison added.

He continued: “At least he lived to
receive the various accolades for his
exceptional body of work, which will
live forever. He was truly a great man.”

FILE PHOTO

Veteran record producer Clement ‘Sir Coxsone’ Dodd (right) and his
wife, Norma, attended a ceremony on Friday, April 30, during which
Brentford Road in Kingston was renamed Studio One Boulevard in hon-
our of the producer’s outstanding body of work and contribution to the
development of Jamaican music.

FILE PHOTOS:

1971: Clement Coxone Dodd, head of Jamaica Recording Company is
working at the console during one of the recording sessions at his stu-
dio on Brentford Road.
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On Friday, April 30, Brentford Road
was renamed Studio One Boulevard in
a ceremony which paid tribute to the
accomplishments of the producer.

As news of the death of the leg-
endary music pioneer Clement ‘Sir
Coxsaone' Dodd reverberated throughout
the music fratemity and the wider society,
tributes have been pouring in to honour
the renowned Studio One founder.

On Wednesday, May 5, Prime

Minister P.J. Patterson, in a release to
the media, extended condolences to
Dodd’s family.

“Sir Coxsone earned the love and
respect and gratitude of many local
and international musicians who con-
sidered it a privilege to record on his
famous Studio One label,” Mr.
Patterson said.

1992: Expression of gratitude was extended to ‘Sir Coxone’ by Prime
Minister P. J. Patterson for his outstanding contribution to the develop-
ment of the ‘Ska’.

He continued: “He was a household
name as Jamaicans and music lovers
everywhere eagerly anticipated the posi-

tive messages that would be portrayed in -

lyrics that emanated from Studio One...
let us be comforted by the fact that he
will forever hold a special place in the
cultural history of our nation.

“Today, through the contribution of
persons like Sir Coxsone, Jamaica is
recognised worldwide as the undisput-
ed mecca of popular music.”

OFFICIAL CEREMONY

Two weeks ago, the Mayor of
Kingston Desmond McKenzie
presided over an official ceremony
which saw the renaming of Brentford
Road as Studio One Boulevard. A
week later, he has found himself in the
uncomfortable position of eulogising
the life of a great music pioneer who
was honoured only a few days ago.

“Without his courage to take the
necessary risks with some of these
artistes, their voices may never have
reached vinyl. Without his ear for tal-
ent, many of them would not have
been unearthed. Without his ability to
keep together such a talented and
arrogant band of musicians as the
early Skatalites, he would not have
been able to produce the memorable
hits they have left for posterity,” Mr.
McKenzie said in a release.

Aloun N'dombet-Assamba, Minister
of Industry and Tourism with responsi-
bility for Entertainment, joined with the
entire music fraternity of Jamaica in
grieving the passing of Clement
‘Coxsone' Dodd, a pioneering giant of
Jamaica's music industry.

2002: Sir Coxone (second right) was a recipient of a National Award in
2002. Here he poses with other musical giants: from left, Byron Lee,
‘Toots’ Hibbert, Beres Hammond and Marcia Griffiths.

In the meantime, the widowed
Norma Dodd, his wife of 42 years, is
still trying to cope with the sudden loss
of a man she calls her best friend.

“We're trying to cope, and with the
support of friends, artistes and musi-
cians, we are doing O.K. It is hard but
the full realisation doesn't hit you, not
until you go home, and you realise
that there is no more Coxsone. He
always gave a lot of jokes, he was just
funny and nice, he's just a wonderful
man. He is a one of a kind, you will
never find another Clement Dodd, in
terms of what he has done for people
out of the good of his heart,” she said.

Mr. Dodd played an instrumental
role in the development of Jamaican
music, firstly through his sound sys-
tem (Downbeat) in the 1950s, and
later by being one of the first produc-
ers to start recording Jamaican music.

The founder of Studio One, located
at what was 13 Brentford Road, he
earned the Jamaica Order of
Distinction in 1991, and in August
2002, Dodd was given a special award
marking Jamaica's 40th year of
Independence. He also received a
Gold Musgrave Medal for his contribu-
tion to music in 2002.
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Musician Denroy Morgan,
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DENROY MORGAN, mainly known for his
musical career having turned out hits like
I'll Do Anything For You, is originally from
May Pen, Clarendon. He migrated to the

United States of America in 1965 to further .

his musical career. After returning from the

- States in 1996, with his wives and children,

he resided in Prospect, St. Thomas.
Going to their home in the eastern

- parish, one will lmmednateiy get the sense

that one has crossed the ime into a

et
CONTRIBUTED
Metanyah, the 30th child, seen here with
mother Sister Pat, was born on January 10,
2003,

: Rastaman‘s yard. The walis of their rooms

are adorned with pictures of His Imperial -
Majesty Haile Selassie; and the colours
red, green and gold are seen on many of
their home ornaments.’

Morgan said that he always knew he -
wanted to be a singer since he was in prl-
mary school singing songs like Row, row; -
row your boat and seeing pictures of
singers such as Fats Domino and Sam
Cooke in record shops in May Pen.

It is obvious that Morgan'‘s music influ-
enced his children into the same career

" path. Morgan, however, wanted them to
. pursue a different career; “preaching the

gospel of Rastafari”. Nevertheless, Morgan
is not too disappointed as through their
music, the message of the religion is being
sent. “l am a father. who was able to give .
my children the support to be whatever
they want to be.” -

‘CERNTRAL GUIDE

The patriéfch said he doesnot see his '

‘style evolving in his children’s music:as
they have their own musical style which- he
believes is mspu:ed by the Aimlghty And

“with the Almlghty'as “his-central guide, - -
- Morgan said h
all 30 of them; 17 sonsand 13 daughters

ble to raise his children,

He said he never dreamt that He would
have 30 Chtld 1 he only:wanted 15. But
this numberhe riotec ,may be his mark.

overjoyed at having two mothers, as there
are two sets of advice and two women to
‘consult for punishment. Twelve-year-old
Saridia said getting advice from both of
them is just about the best thing that could

have happened to her. \h

“If my mother doesn'‘t know the answer, |
go to my step-mother. It is good and nice. It
makes us live in a disciplined way.”

" Gramps, one of the bigger children,
said that his upbringing is “absolutely the
best” and that his siblings are instilling
the same values learnt from their parents
to their children.

“The divine law was our teaching
‘Children, obey your parents for it is right to
honour thy father and thy mother and thy
days will be long upon the earth’
[Ephesians 3]," said Gramps, who is a
member of the Morgan Heritage group.

Gramps, in recalling his childhood years,
said growing up was really special to him
and despite the sibling rivalry at times, they
had lots of fun together.

“The greatest joy was to enjoy one
another: We didn't even have our own out-
side frlends, as all friends would become
friends of the family. It wasn't like he or she

~is my friend but everybody's friend.”

-Shy Poo, a member of LMS, anolher
musical group formed from the Morgan
clan, noted that it is-a great feeling to have a
family of so'many snblmgs and two mothers.

“Two'women who.actually live like sis-
ters, It's an unaxpiamab!a feeling that |
don‘t-have to worry and I'm ensured that |
will always be taken care of and nurtured,”
said the 26-year-old son who has a little
g[rl :For him, he is not hoping to have two
ww _bu! if it is “ordained that way by the
Almlghty than 1 wul accept it

ama®s
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By Claude Mills, Staff reporter

The Ugly face of the mob ruled
Sting 2003 at the Jamworld
Entertainment Centre in Portmore, St.
Catherine, as bottles, stones and
gunshots peppered the air to bring a
premature, terror-filled end to the
annual dancehall show on Boxing
Day.

The police say seven persons
were injured, including a CVM
employee, during the ensuing melee
and mini-stampedes in the venue as
people bolted for safety, seconds
after it was announced that deejay
Bounty Killer would not be appearing
on the show. "

Women, some skimpily-clad,
scampered for cover, kicking off their
shoes in the process, and hightailed
it out of the venue barefooted.
Patrons in the VIP section of the
crowd hid under the stage, sheltered
behind buses and water tanks, and
tore down chain-link fences as bottles
fell like Old Testament hail from the
sky. A member of The Sunday
Gleaner news team sought shelter
under a tractor, parked close to the
front of the stage, while patrons ran
helter-skelter around the venue.

For the next six minutes, the ‘rat-a-
tat-tat” of automatic gunfire filled the
air and, occasionally, there was a
twang of metal as stones and bottles
smashed against the steel hull of the
fractor. Broken glass littered the
sand. Heavily-armed security person-
nel, with a TV news cameraman in
tow, ran towards the retreating crowd
in an attempt to stop the bottles.

Meanwhile, a woman who hun-
kered under the tractor was almost
hysterical in her terror at the situation
that was threatening to escalate out
of control.

“Ah careless mi careless... why me
de ya s0? Mi coulda de home wid me
baby right now... how the people dem
awful so? Every year, ah de same
slackness gwaan ah Sting,” she cried
as a bottle smashed only a few feet
away from where she crouched:

The pressure cooker situation had
been created earlier by an on-stage
fight between Ninja Man and Vybz
Kartel at about 5:45 a.m. yesterday.

Vybz Kartel sent out a clear warn-
ing that he was taking no prisoners at
Sting 2003, and that he was going to
clash with the feared Desmond ‘Ninja

Man'’ Ballentine, and that he intended
to defeat him.

“This is not Heineken Startime, this
is Guinness Wartime. Oonu nah call
him out!” he said belligerently. He

then did singles like Gun Clown, and
Buss Mi Gun Like Nutten.

“Anno pose and clothes, ah lyrics
win war! Dem only have strength fi
beat up woman, and throw pickney
through window,” he declared to
shouts of approval of the crowd.

After a while, he exited the stage,
and then Ninja Man, dressed in black
graduation gown and matching hat
with tassels, walked out to wild ova-
tions. However, as he began to dee-
jay, a partisan contingent of the
crowd began to rain water bottles at
him, one of which whizzed by his
face.

Kartel ran onto the stage at this
point, and deejayed a few words to
loud cheers from the audience.

Then Ninja Man appeared to push
Kartel on the shoulder. One of
Kartel's cronies attacked Ninja Man
from behind, and Kartel floored Ninja

£ LR oy R

This injured woman lies on a stretcher, which is being taken into an

ambulance, after a bottle-throwing melee at the Sting 2003 concert at

the Jamworld Entertainment Centre on Boxing Day.

Man with a punch that sent him
sprawling backwards. The crowd
stood stunned while fists flew every-
-where. ‘Security personnel stormed
the stage at this point, but not before
Kartel delivered a final kick to the
now prostrate Ninja Man.

ALL HELL BROKE LOOSE

At that point, the show tottered on
the knife edge of chaos, but the
arrival of Beenie Man on stage
restored calm, and he delivered a set
laced with hit songs that sedated the
roiling anger of the audience.
However, once he left the stage, and
emcee Nuffy announced that Bounty
Killer would not be performing, all hell
broke loose. 1

Isaiah Laing, CEO of Supreme
Promotions Ltd., explained the rea-

son behind the presence of glass
bottles inside the venue.

“The crowd invaded the bar, and
took the bottles, and started to fling
them towards the stage," he
explained.

‘Rohan. Butler, manager of Vybz
Kartel, couched his artiste's involve-
ment in the fracas on-stage as “a

- case of self-defence”.

‘I am upset that it became a physi-
cal battle, but a man has to defend
himself. Ninja Man said he came to
kill the Alliance, why did he walk up
unless he came for that purpose?
The deejay was defending himself,
Ninja Man pushed him two times, and
he reacted by pushing him back.
Regardless of whatever, Ninja Man is
to be blamed, he first assaulted my
artiste... but | am upset, it should
never have reached that level,” Mr.
Butler said. “Mi sorry seh ah my
artiste involve inna it, but supposed it
was Ninja Man beat up-Vybz Kartel,
you would hear seh Ninja Man ah
bad man, so why when it is the next
way around that people have some- -
thing bad to say about Kartel?"

But Ninja Man told The Sunday
Gleaner, “Him chuck mi first, mi
chuck him back, a man grab mi from
back way, a man sweep weh mi foot,
and by the time mi look, is a bottle
dat.inna my face. The Alliance fi
dead, somebody fi dead, mi a wait
pon the meeting with the police fi
work that out. | don't want to be the
old Ninja Man, if dem neglect mi, mi
a go kill somebody, mi go pon stage
fi mek the people dem feel nice.”

Terror at Sting
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‘We were

“Ninja Man, Vybz Kartel
arrested and charged
following Sting slug—fest

Glenroy Sinclair and
Germaine Smith
Staff Reporters s

FOLLOWING LAST Saturday's
(December 27) bottle throwing melee- .

‘and on stage ‘slug-fest‘ which brought

the 2003 Sting concert to a premature
end, five persons, including popular-
entertainers Ninja Man and Vybz Kartel, -
have been arrested and charged. -

The men were charged on December
30 at the Flying Squad Headquarters in

downtown Kingston after a meeting with -

several high-level police officers. The 38-
year-old Ninja Man, whose real name is -
Desmond Ballentine, has been charged
with assault occasioning grievous bodiy

‘harm and disorderly conduct while Kartel

has been charged with assault occasion-
ing bodily harm and disorderly conduct.

But while Ninja Man was immediate-
ly released on a $15,000 station bail,
the 27-year-old Kartel, whose real
name is Adidja Palmer, and several
members of his entourage, were
locked behind bars at the Central
Police Station in downtown Kingston.
They are reportedly being held in con-
nection with two murders.

SETTLED DIFFERENCES

Before they were charged, the two
deejays told reporters that they had set-
tled their differences and were no longer
at war..“"We done hold a private reason-
ing with Ninja already from yesterday,
(December 30) but today we just want -
Jamaica to know seh we sorry,” Kartel
said. “Tempers flared and we just got out

" of control. We were wrong and we
accept full responsibility.”
Ninja Man, on the other hand,

_explained that they settled everything

peacefully because the |mp||oat|ons of
their fight were serious. “Right ya now
due to wha happen a Sting it put a seri-
ous dent inna di music. It was a serious

-ting so we haffi settle it,” he said.

The others charged with disorderly
conduct were identified as Anthony
Wright, 283, alias “Singer Blinger”,
Patrick Samuels, 27,.alias “Roachge”,
and Jules Watson, 27, alias “Roger”,
who are all part of Kartel's enfourage.-

Deputy Commissioner Lucius Thomas
said Kartel was charged with breaches of
Town and Community Act, the Firearm Act

 and disorderly conduct. The circumstances 4
under which he got a firearm pemmit are

now being investigated..
HALLOW POINT AMMUNITION

 “He was found with hallow point
ammunition,” said DCP Thomas. “The
circumstances under which he got
these type of cartridges are bemg
investigated.”

Earlier. this year concerns were
raised by citizens, who spoke with
members of the Police High- .
Command, through the Private Sector

" of Jamaica (PSOJ) phone sessions,

about the number of unscrupulous per-
sons being granted firearm permits..
Responding to the citizens concern,

Police Commissioner Francis Forbes -

ordered an audit of firearm permits,
which resulted in a number of firearm
licences being revoked. -

JUNIOR DOWIE/Staff Photographer

Deejays Ninja Man (right) and
Vybz Kartel greet each other
December 30, four days after
their much-publicised brawl at the
popular stage show, Sting, at the
Jam World Entertainment Centre,
St. Catherine. .

In 2002 Commissioner Forbes dis-
closed that over 100 cases were audit-
ed and based on recommendations,
he was in the process of revoking the
permits of a number of licensed
firearm holders. He also stressed that
internal or criminal actions will be
taken against the officers who granted
the permits. ‘
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Sean Paul wins Grammy

By Germaine Smith, Staff Reporter

Riding on a phenomenal wave of
success for 2003, 29-year-old Sean
Paul Henriques earned the ultimate
crown to his career on Sunday night,
when he won his first Grammy
Award.

His certified double platinum
album, Dutty Rock earned him the
Grammy Award in the category ‘Best
Reggae Album’, topping fellow reg-
gae artistes Buju Banton - Friends
For Life, Wayne Wonder - No
Holding Back, Burning Spear -
Freeman, and Third World - Ain’t
Giving Up, for the coveted golden
gramophone.

Sean Paul early last month was
also awarded the prestigious
Gleaner Honour Award in the cate-
gory entertainment for his feats in
that field during the year 2003.

The Grammy Awards ceremony,
now in its 46th year, was held at the
esteemed Staples Centre in Los
Angeles, California, and was attend-
ed by the most powerful and influen-
tial members of the North American
music industry. The award itself is
considered the most prestigious
award in the entire recording indus-

try.
Achievement

With his first Grammy Award,
Sean Paul has added to his career
another achievement on an already

Award

long list. In 2003 alone, his second
album Dutty Rock became certified
double platinum (more than two mil-
lion sold) in the United States, while
the single Get Busy was certified
gold by the Australian Recording

An elated Séan Paul after rec

Pl
eiving his Grammy

Industry Association. With his catchy
dancehall slang, mannerisms, and
appearance, Sean infiltrated
American television networks and
radio stations, sparking a string of
nominations and awards for his

WG 1112{0¢

efforts. At the MTV Video Music
Awards last year, he was nominated
in the categories of ‘Best New Artiste
in a Video’ and ‘Best Dance Video'.
He did not win in any of the cate-
gories, but the nominations contin-
ued.

At the MTV Europe Awards held in
Edinburgh, Scotland, he was nomi-
nated in for ‘Best New Act', ‘Best
Song’ and ‘Best.Single’ but won
only in the 'Best New Act' category.
He grabbed ‘The Source Award’ for
‘Best Reggae Album’ last year as
well, and was nominated for two
American Music Awards.

Shortly after he was presented
with award, Steve Wilson of Sean
Paul’'s management team told The
Gleaner that Sean was ecstatic yet
level headed about the victory.

“The first thing he said, was that
Jamaican music has been around
for a very long time, and he was
happy it is finally getting recogni-
tion,” stated Wilson. “He thanked his
management team, his label, his
family, those who voted for him, and
Jamaica for everything.”

Wilson added that they had no
idea they would win in that category,
considering the history of the
Reggae Grammy. “We were hoping
he would win, because we thought

" - they would give a more ‘rootsier’

group.or person. We were just keep-
ing our fingers crossed for it.”





























































































