


In eigener Sache

Die vorliegende Ausgabe des Bulletins beschiiftigt sich schwerpunktméBig mit unserem
liebsten Teil der jamaikanischen Kultur - dem Reggae! Da gab es im letzten Jahr und auch
in den ersten beiden Monaten dieses Jahres ein gewaltiges Rauschen im internationalen
Blitterwald rund um die umstrittenen Texte einiger Dancehall — Gréfen, bei denen gegen
Homosexuelle Stimmung gemacht wurde.

Wie nicht anders zu erwarten wollen die Helden des Dancehalls nach abgesagten Konzerten
und Boykottaufrufen das alles nicht so gemeint haben und geloben Besserung — recht so !
Auch innerhalb der DIG schlugen auf der letzten Vollversammlung in Bonn dazu die
Wogen hoch..... Eine ganze Reihe von Beitrigen fiir das Bulletin wurde angekiindigt.
Angekommen sind sie bis auf eine Pressezusammenstellung von Ian Ward leider nicht!

Die Reggae — Musik sorgte aber noch fiir weitere Schlagzeilen : Bob Marley's 60igster
Geburtstags gab wieder einmal die Gelegenheit, sich mit dem Altmeister zu be-

schaftigen — unter anderem bei einem groBen Konzert in Athiopien!

Daneben soll aber nicht vergessen werden, dass wieder ein Reggae- Kiinstler unter
ungekldrten Umstinden in Kingston erschossen wurde. Gerald ‘Bogle” Levy — beriihmt

fiir seine unvergleichliche Biihnenshow wurde unter carevalihnlichen Umstinden zu
Grabe getragen, wie der Gleaner sachlich meldete.

Zu Grabe wurde auch der ehemalige Prime-Minister Hugh Shearer getragen — mit einem
Staatsbegrabnis am Heroes — Circel. Seinen Abschied nahm auch ein anderer Heroe der
jamaikanischen Politik. *Eddie’ Seaga hat sich nach 40 Jahren als Politiker zuriickgezogen.
Ob die JLP einen neuen Anfang findet, werden die nichsten Monate AT T b

Also Griinde genug, um mal wieder in dem vorliegenden Bulletin die letzten
Monate Revue passieren zu lassen!
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News

Wind farm doing test run

Observer Reporter
Friday, April 30, 2004

Some of the wind turbines on the Wigton wind
farm in Central Mancheter. (File Photo)

THE $25 million Wigton Windfarm has started to
supply power to the Jamaica Public Service
Company's grid on a trial basis with 14 of the
Central Manchester farm's 23 wind turbines
commissioned into service.

The other nine will come on-stream this weekend.

The Petroleum Corporation of Jamaica's wind energy
project will generate 20.7 megawatts of electricity at peak
production. The electricity is being sold to the Jamaica
Public Service Company Ltd under a private power
agreement.

The construction and commissioning phases of the project,
which was expected to take 12 months, was actually
completed in seven months.

The Wigton Windfarm is part of the PCl's strategy to
implement renewable energy as mandated by the
Government of Jamaica.

The contractor for the Wigton Windfarm is the UK-based
Renewable Systems Ltd (RES). The company has worked
across the globe to develop, build and run wind farms and
their contract for the local project includes overall
responsibility for the construction, as well as civil and

electrical works.

NEG Micon of Holland (recently merged with Vestas Wind
Systems) is the supplier for the wind turbines. The
Jamaica project has brought the number of NEG Micon
installations worldwide to some 11,000 units in 40
countries worldwide.

In addition, NEG Micon will provide a five-year warranty
on the equipment and during this period it is expected
that transfer of knowledge will be effected by the training
of Jamaicans in wind technology operations.
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Soaring out

of debt

Tax problem under control

SPEAKING TO journalists at the
Kingston headquarters of Appliance
Traders Limited (ATL), Mr. Gordon
‘Butch’ Stewart said: “Recently there
has been a lot of discussion about Air
Jamaica’s unpaid taxes and loans
(J$14 billion). We could not for one
minute be operating without paying
taxes unless there is an agreement
with the Government to that effect.”

He added: “The organisation we
run is far too responsible to owe huge
quantities in taxes and ignore our
obligations. From 1994 to today we
have paid J$10 billion in taxes and
fees.”

Mr. Stewart said he was proud of
the fact that the airline has been very
open with its operations, saying he
was “willing to go on record as saying
that Air Jamaica has been more
transparent in its financial affairs than
any organisation that is affiliated with
the Government”.

The Air Jamaica chairman added
that the airline was currently operat-
ing in an environment which sees oil
prices hovering around the US$50 a
barrel range, a war in the Middle East
and the industry looking at losses of

between US$6 and $7 billion for this
year with many large carriers facing
bankruptcy.

He noted that Air Jamaica brings in
US$1.5 billion (J$90 billion) a year
into Jamaica.

“I have signed over my shares a
long time ago,” he stressed. “l contin-
ue to do national service and | am
accustomed to doing national service.
| signed over my shares in 1998 and |
did so again recently. | lost my invest-
ment in Air Jamaica a long time ago
and | don't have any regrets.”

Christopher Zacca, the airline’s
chief executive officer, said it should
not be perceived that the airline was
somehow cheating the Government
out of tax revenues.

“The company has not just sat back
and not paid its taxes. It has done so
with full discussion at the Board level
and with active negotiation between
the airline and the Government since
early 2001 as to how to treat these
taxes,” he said.

Mr. Zacca also spoke of a plan
where he said the Air Jamaica
Acquisition Group (AJAG) and the
Government are to sign an agree-

ment which would see the conversion
of J$6.619 billion of taxes and fees
converted into equity in the airline. In
addition he said there would be
another J$1.8 billion a year of support
in exchange for payment of ongoing
taxes.

“Now if you take those two figures
together through to the end of this
year, it shows that all the
Government's taxes and fees owed
by Air Jamaica have been secured by
an agreement to convert them into
equity,” Zacca said.
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It was revealed in the Senate on
Friday, November 19, that Air
Jamaica had lost more than J$34 bil-
lion since its privatisation in 1994 and

was also carrying a debt burden of
almost J$42 billion. Of this amount,
$8.5 billion is owed to Government.



Gov’t takes back Air J

THE GORDON ‘Butch’ Stewart-led Air
Jamaica Acquisition Group (AJAG) on
Thursday, December 23, signed over

its 75 per cent ownership share back
to the Government, bringing the
national airline back under state own-
ership after a 10-year hiatus.

In addition, the AJAG group has
agreed to pump US$20 million into the
aifline, with the Government putting up
an additional US$25 million in credit,
so as to give the transition period a
much-needed push start.

“The Government of Jamaica will

assume full responsibility for manage-
ment and operation of the airline,”
Minister of Finance and Planning, Dr.
Omar Davies told a packed confer-
ence room during the handing-over
ceremony at his Heroes Circle office in
Kingston.

" The move will also see all the mem-
bers of the AJAG group, including Mr.
Stewart, and the airline's Chief
Executive Officer Christopher Zacca,
resigning with immediate effect. Air
Jamaica has lost more than US$560
million since its privatisation in 1994.

“The airline has been virtually insol-
vent for a number of years,” said the
newly-appointed executive chairman
and head of the Urban Development
Corporation (UDC) Dr. Vincent
Lawrence. He added that the airline
had come to rely heavily on financial
support from government and had
been unable to maintain regular debt
repayments due to its high level of
losses.

The flamboyant Mr. Stewart, for his
part, couldn't resist expressing relief of

RUDOLPH BROWN/CHIEF Photographer

Gordon 'Butch’ Stewart (left), former chairman of Air Jamaica converses
with Aubyn Hill (right), who now heads the Reconstructing Office at the air-
line. Participating in the conversation is Christopher Zacca (centre), former
chief executive officer of Air Jamaica. They were attending a press confer-
ence hosted by the minister of finance to announce the changes in the

ownership structure of the national carrier on Thursday, December 24,

happily, because we feel a burden has
come off our shoulders that we could-
n't afford.”

Dr. Davies told journalists in a pri-

ridding himself of what had clearly
become an albatross on his back. “We
had to give back the airline,” he said.
“We leave Air Jamaica, | must tell you,
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vate session that the Government
wanted to cap the losses of the airline
at US$30 million. The audited
accounts of the airline will be present-
ed in parliament and made public, he
said. The losses incurred by the air-
line are now known to stand well
above US$50 million for the year.

VIABILITY

“All stakeholders, management,
crew, ground staff, creditors, suppliers
and government will have to make sig-
nificant sacrifices and adjustments as
we seek to bring viability and competi-
tive market arrangements to the air-
line,” Mr. Lawrence said. He added that
Mr. Aubyn Hill had been appointed to
carry out the necessary restructuring.

The new excutive chairman said Air
Jamaica's operations will continue dur-
ing the restructuring and “all sched-
ules, ticket purchases, agreements
with travel agents and other partners
are valid and will be honoured.”

The new interim board has been
appointed for an initial six-month peri-
od lasting to June 30, 2005, Dr.
Davies said. “Our objective is to
restructure the entity such that it will
be able to attract adequate equity cap-
ital from private investors.”

In addition to Mr. Lawrence and Mr.
Hill, the new board of directors
includes Bank of Jamaica governor,
Derick Latibeaudiere; Jamaica Tourist
Board executive director Paul
Pennicook; Accountant General
Millicent Hughes; Keith Senior; O.K.
Melhado; Noel Sloley and Noel Hylton,
president of the Port Authority of
Jamaica.

HENRY

...JLP blames Gov't

JAMAICA LABOUR Party (JLP)
spokesperson on Transport Mike
Henry has described the
Government's take over of the man-
agement and ownership of Air
Jamaica as a “small step”, saying that
much more was needed to ensure the
viability of the airline.

Speaking with The Weekly Gleaner
on Thursday, December 23, Mr. Henry
said: “Changing management alone is
not enough...until | know if the
Government is coming up with the
necessary capital or how it is going to
find the capital, my immediate answer
would be that it is merely a small step.”

He said the Government over the
years had been exchanging debt for
equity, adding that the airline is now
badly in need of “new and fresh capital”.

“Even those figures Air Jamaica is
telling us now that it needs, | think it
needs more than that,” Mr. Henry said.
“Part of the problem of Air Jamaica
has been that they tried to expand and
borrow capital rather than sourcing
equity capital.”

The JLP in a release issued jointly
by Mr. Henry and the Opposition
spokesman on Finance, Audley Shaw,
urged Finance Minister Omar Davies
“to take all the necessary steps to
ensure that Air Jamaica is brought to
profitability by applying aggressive
cost cutting measures and improving
efficiency.”



Kilancholly murder
accused may face

additional charges

THE 31-YEAR-OLD man-charged
with the murder of three children in
Kilancholly, St. Mary, on January 28,
could be slapped with at least two
additional murder charges.

Police crime chief for Area I,
Superintendent Wilford Gayle, said

that murder accused Jeffrey Perry is

being questioned in connection with a
double murder that took place in
Kilancholly a few years ago.

Superintendent :
Gayle said that he
was not in a posi-
tion to say how far
the investigations
have reached but
that Perry was
being treated as a
prime suspect.

The case in
question involves
the brutal murder of
19-year-old Judith
Bowen, a domestic
helper and her two-
year-old niece
Jeanelle Bailey, in
Kilanchally on
October 30, 2001.
Both bodies were
found with multiple
stab wounds and
their throats cut, simi-
lar to the manner in
which the three chil-

dren were killed in the
district on January 28, ‘

Bowen and Bailey
were cousins to the

three children who
were murdered last
month.
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No safe haven for crniminals

MINISTER OF National Security Dr.
Peter Phillips has described the arrest
in Montego Bay on Saturday, February
12 of Kevin ‘Richie Poo' Tyndale, a
high-ranking member of the feared
Gideon Warriors gang, as an “impor-
tant step forward” in the fight against

crime.

He was, however, quick to pomt out
that the battle was far from over. The
security forces will not relent in the
face of what he said were barbaric
criminals who were bent on destroying
the very fabric of society.

“There are many more steps that we
have to take before the scourge of
crime on the country is lifted,” he told
The Weekly Gleaner in an interview
on Sunday, February 13.

“We will not relent until we are able
to dismantle violent criminal gangs.
Their leadership and their members
must be brought within the ambit of
lawful behaviour, and we are deter-

mined to bring an end to the senseless
violence which is taking the lives of too
many of our people prematurely.”

Dr. Phillips, a leading contender to
replace P.J. Patterson as leader of the
People’s National Party (PNP) and

prime minister of Jamaica, said his

main focus currently was noton .
“assuming a higher office,” but on how
best to protect the people of the coun-
try against those “who have no respect
for law and order.” “When | took this
job, my thought was never about how
it could affect my chances for leader-
ship,” he said. “Believe me when |
say that | still hold the same view
today. My motivation is to serve and
protect ... to have people feel safe in
the confines of their homes or
whether they are taking a casual
walk down the street. | want a coun-
try where my kids ... your kids ... can
grow and lead meaningful lives. That
is my driving force.”

PHILLIPS

The National Security Minister
warned that no criminal will be protect-
ed under the guise of political affilia-
tion, saying “if you are breaking the
law, political connection will not be a

consideration ... not under my watch.”
He said that the plan of action is to
target the volatile areas and try to flush

out the gang leaders. “We have identi-

fied the areas that we believe are
causing most of the problems,” he
added. “We will be taking a proactive

replace P.J. Patterson as leader of
the People’s National Party (PNP)
and prime minister of Jamaica,

said his main focus currently was
not on “assuming a higher office”

wa 21z o5

approach ...we will be taking the fight
to the criminals. As the commissioner
noted the other day, we have to take
back the streets.”

Tyndale who had a $100,000 reward
out for his capture was held at a house
in the Black Shop area of Johns Hall
during a six-hour operation led by offi-
cers from operation Kingfish. He was
held while in the company of two other
men whose names have not been
released by the police.

Gov1 to give police more crime-fighting tools

PRIME MINISTER P.J. Patterson on
Sunday, February 13, announced that
the government would be stepping up
the fight against crime with new vehi-
cles, new police stations, new technol-.

ogy, a new Coast Guard-base and new .

foreign expertise.

In a broadcast to the nation, he said
crime and violence continue to be, “a
most troubling aspect of national life,”
pointing to the wanton killing of chil-
dren and the elderly.

“One hundred new motorcycras are
set to be on the streets in this week, in
addition to 150 new all-terrain vehi-
cles which will arrive next month,” he

said. “This will help
to improve the level
of mobility by the
security forces.”

Mr. Patterson
added: “A new Coast

Guard base to be

established in Black
River, St. Elizabeth,
later this month is
expected to improve PATTERSON
surveillance and

interdictions of illegal drugs, guns and
ammunition along the south coast. The
government is also proceeding with
legislative action as well as the acqui-

sition of new technology to facilitate
greater reliance on forensic science in
solving crime.” )

He said: "We have recently opened
five new stations and a new station will

open in May Pen next month. Several

existing ones have been repaired and

refurbished to improve working condi-
tions for the officers and increase the
reach of the force.”

“We have taken co-operation with
our international partners to another
level with the imminent arrival in
Jamaica of personnel from Britain’s
Scotland Yard in operational roles

within the Jamaica Constabulary
Force,” the prime minister continued.

A senior officer from Scotland Yard
is to become a member of the com-
missioning ranks of the JCF as of
March. He will be joined by others who
will assist in strengthening the inves-
tigative capabilities and case prepara-
tion skills of the local police.

“We know that the criminal gangs
are hurting. We know that Kingfish
and the other initiatives have disrupt-
ed their operations and drawn the
wrath of organised crime and all
those who benefit from the ill-gotten
gains,” he said.



Thomas

swom in

Begins new era as nation’s
25th police commissioner

Robert Hart
Weekly Gleaner Reporter

VOWING TO make professionalism
and efficiency top priority inthe -
Jamaica Constabulary Force (JCF),
Lucius Thomas was on Wednesday,
January 19, sworn in as the nation’s
new police commissioner.

Mr. Thomas received the symbolic
Baton of Command from outgoing
Police Commissioner Francis Forbes
in front of a large gathering of JCF col-
leagues and dignitaries at a ceremony
held at the Police Officers’ Club on
Hope Road, St. Andrew.

“We are determined to face the
challenges ahead and to facilitate an
atmosphere which will be conducive to
building a bridge of harmony, trust,

respect and co-operation between citi- .

zens and the men and women of the
force,” Commissioner Thomas said as
he officially accepted the challenge of
leading a police force constantly criti-

- cised for its alleged abuses and failure
to keep crime under control. ‘
The new commissioner, who has

been appointed to head the force for a

three-year term, appealed to the public

to be patient, honest and understand-
ing, when genuine mistakes are made.

Mr. Thomas said that he recognised
that there are times when social and
economic pressures have caused
some of the nation’s people, especial-
ly the youth, to feel despondent and
excluded.

But while suggesting that the pres-
sures are in large part responsible for
the spiralling crime rate, through par-

ticipation in or the failure to report
criminal acts, the commissioner
expressed confidence that the nation
can still find the courage to ultimately
subdue crime. -

" “Together we can lift this country to
a higher plain of satisfaction, security
and prosperity,” Mr. Thomas said.

He pointed out that the final draft of
the JCF's new three-year corporate
strategy has been completed, and that
it will be brought to the public within
the first quarter of his first year in
office. )

But ex-Commissioner Forbes, in his
final address, reiterated his long-
standing call for more funds to be
pumped into the Force, and more
assistance from the public, if it is
expected to adequately address its
admitted deficiencies.

“We must recognise the magnitude
of the problem and decide that suffi-
cient resources must be found to
equip the police so they can do a bet-
ter job,” he said.

“We all share the need to feel safe
in our homes and on the streets, but
when we are menaced by crime we
cannot feel safe.”

- Mr. Forbes also hailed his succes-
sor and urged him to build on the
modernisation and reform programme
already in train.

He said: “l am happy to leave the
JCF in the capable hands of
Commissioner Thomas. | know he has
what it takes to be an effective
Commissioner in an organisation that
has to be tough and compassionate at
the same time.” )
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No love lo

THEY ARE two very different men in
different areas of public service. But
both Edward Seaga and Francis
Forbes have chosen to drop new year
bombshells on us with their unexpect-
ed resignations. Mr. Seaga is resign-
ing to take up the offer of a high level
professorship at the UWI, not in
Culture as might be expected but in
Government. Who would have thought
that Edward Seaga would do anything
except die to stop representing
Western Kingston? £

In recent years the University of the
West Indies has tapped his cultural
expertise and asked him to produce
an extended presentation on the histo-
ry of Jamaican popular music. The -
result, in typical Seaga style, was a
thoroughly researched and interesting
presentation. He converted the materi-
al into a delightiul CD with clips of the'
music. That piece of work makes good
listening and is a major piece of cultur-
al-historical documentation of which
we have much too little.

So Edward Seaga, approaching 75
when other men are ten years retired,
is to occupy an endowed professorial
chair with $30 million behind it. With
what regrets does he approach his
chair? The bulk of his productive life is
well behind him. True, he has convert-
ed Back-0-Wall into Tivoli Gardens
where people will die for him. He has
been a great institution builder. But
after 30 years of leading the JLP, dur-
ing which the party has lost most of
the elections held, he is leaving the

—Craee—,
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party weaker as a political machine
than how he got it.”

Western Kingston is one of the
country’s most secure garrisons. The
politics of tribalistic
confrontation
reached its zenith
over the 18-year
Manley/PNP
Seaga/JLP clash.
Thousands of
Jamaicans have lost
their lives in that
struggle. The fight
over scarce benefits
has set back devel-
opment. This should deeply grieve the
first Development & Welfare Minister
of independent Jamaica. For years |
have been an admiring student of that
first and fabulous Independence Five-
Year Development Plan for 1963 to
1968 crafted by Mr. Seaga. That Plan
could easily be rolled over with some
modernization in 2005, so much of it
having being derailed by the subse-
quent political history of the country in
which Mr. Seaga himself has been a
key player.

Mr. Seaga’s increasing frustration
with politics as an instrument of
change has been evident and growing
for a while. His own contributions to
gumming up the system cannot be
overlooked and should not be
excused. The principles of negotiated
compromise and strategic collabora-
tion so characteristic of successtul
parliamentary democratic politics are

=Dl
ga and Forbes

too weak in Jamaica. And they did not
become weak on their own.

No love is lost between the two
resigners, Seaga and Forbes, espe-
cially after the Police/Tivoli war of July
2001. But both share two common
features: Messianic expectations from
the people, and increasing frustration
that their instrument for change is not
delivering. Seaga loses elections for
the JLP. Forbes loses the war against
crime, particularly murder. That’s the
public perception. Yes, there is a third
feature: both are moving on, post-
retirement, to greener pastures with
far less pressure to deliver tangible
goods now and wondering why didn’t |
do this before. Forbes will be happily
shuffling paper in Trinidad for the low-
performance CARICOM. It should be
extremely interesting and rewarding to
ask the question how Mr. Seaga’s
career may have made Mr. Forbes' job
more difficult. That ‘problem’ could
deliver a spanking new PhD! But who
will find the courage to pursue such a
thesis or to supervise it in the towering
presence of the well endowed
Professor? Seaga’s presence will like-
ly kill certain interesting questions of
politics which would naturally have
emerged with his withdrawal from
active politics. But then he brings to
the chair enormous experiential
expertise good for other questions.

e Martin Henry is a communica-
tion specialist.
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The rules of engagement

NATIONAL SECURITY Minister Peter
Phillips has become the second mem-
ber of the People’ National Party
{PNP) to formally launch a campaign
as a candidate for the post of party
president.

This follows a ‘soft launch’ by
Finance Minister Omar Davies in

- December 2004. It also follows the
information earlier this month from the
party's General Secretary Burchell
Whiteman that the prime minister
would be demitting the office of party
president this year. )

PNP President P.J. Patterson, up to
the time of this revelation, made it
clear that he will not be leading the
party into the next general elections.
Saturday's (January 22) business ses-
sion of the postponed 66th Annual
Conference of the PNP could provide
more information and further details of
the leadership transition process.

It has been public knowledge that
there are at least six persons who

have at one time or another expressed

‘their interest in succeeding P. J.
Patterson when he retires. Apart from
the chairman of Region 111, Omar
Davies and Vice President Phillips

who have formally launched, the oth-
ers are Local Government Minister -
and Vice President Portia Simpson
Miller, Vice President Karl Blythe, -
Public Utilities Minister and party chair-

man Robert
Pickersgill as well as
former Region 111
chairman Paul
Burke.

Some political
observers speculate
that such a large -
and competitive field
is a recipe for divi-
siveness and public
conflict. The two
leadership contests in the PNP’s histo-
ry had only two contestants. In 1969,
Michael Manley defeated Vivian Blake
while the party was out of office. In
1992, P.J. Patterson defeated Portia
Simpson Miller while the party formed

DUNCAN

. the Government. At this time all six

candidates are holding to individual
campaigns. This does not rule out
alliances in the future.

One of the mechanisms the party
will be examining on Saturday,
January 22, is the possibility of a run-
off. This means that if all six candi-
dates persist in contesting the elec-
tions, the first-past-the-post system
would not apply. Rather the top two or
three candidates with the most votes
would participate in another vote until
it is clear that a significant majority has
voted for a new leader.

Another issue before the conference .

is the issue of ‘the direct participation of

all registered and financial members to
participate in the selection of the presi-
dent of the People’s National Party’.

Unless Saturday’s business session
changes the rules, the existing stand-
ing orders provide that ‘voting at any
special party conference shall be on
the same basis as that on which voting
took place at the preceding Annual
Conference'. ‘ ’

In 1969 and in 1992 the new party
leader was chosen at a special confer-
ence convened for that purpose. This
means that if P.J. Patterson leaves
before September 2005, the dele-
gates’ list for this Saturday’s confer-
ence will be the one used for any lead-
ership selection conference held
before then. ‘

The mood, behaviour and decisions
taken on Saturday could therefore be
very clear indicators of who the next
prime minister of Jamaica will be.

The candidates who will formally
nominate when the dates for a nomi-
nation peried is set will take their cue
from the rules of engagement agreed

on beginning this Saturday. One love,
one heart.

® A dental surgeon, Dr. D. K.
Duncan is a former Cabinet minis-
ter and general secretary in the
PNP’s administration of the
1970s.
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